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LWML Mission Team Members

By Patti Ross (MOST Ministries Team Member & LWML President 2015-2019)

As | write this, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML) is preparing to meet in convention in Lexington,
Kentucky, June 24-27. MOST Ministries will have one of the
“Mites in Action” speakers, Ruth Martin, sharing the work
done with a previous mission grant given by the women of
LWML to MOST Ministries. This celebrates a long-standing
relationship between the two mission groups.

One of the things | find most important about MOST trips is
that they are “field-driven” meaning they are sent in re-
sponse to requests from missionaries and church bodies in a
certain country. They are done to provide help for the com-
munities where the churches or missions are located and to
assist with connecting the church to the community for Je-
sus. Through this connection to the local ministry a short-
term mission trip helps produce long-term impact.

| have been on five trips with MOST and would like to give
you some examples of those trips. A Nicaragua Eyeglass
clinic was my first trip. The fact that eyeglasses meant sev-
eral months’ salary brought many people every day. Our
“miracle” of the trip was an elderly woman who was blind in
one eye and could barely see anything out of the other.
When tested she needed a +20 in one eye. We searched
through our donated glasses and found one pair that was
plain glass on one side and +20 on the other. She cried (and
we did, too) at the miracle that had happened. I've always
wondered who God moved to donate a seemingly worthless
pair of prescription glasses to MOST, not knowing how God
intended to use them. The pastors from the area presented
the Gospel to people before they left the clinic and sent
them off with witness bracelets.

In Guatemala we did the purified water, sky light, and Bible
School trip. As a nurse, | found this to be very interesting.
We taught about intestinal pathogens and how they affect
health. We traveled out in the community to selected fami-
lies and taught them how to use the filters to purify their

water while men on the team along with the local ministry
men installed roof panels as skylights in the often dark and
windowless homes. At each home the family and friends
would gather and listen to the Gospel message using wit-
ness bracelets given to them by a local ministry staff person.

In Latvia during an ESL Camp we saw what years of occupa-
tion by the Soviet Union had done to try to wipe out the
faith. This camp was at a Lutheran church. Using the ESL
Christian curriculum, the high school class had to learn that
the Bible had an Old and New Testament, the books of the
Bible, who the Apostles were and who Jesus was and what
He taught. Very basic information that had been lost during
the occupation. One of the things | remember most about
that trip was the singing and music. Latvians have a tradi-
tion of singing and we had kids that loved to sing. They
learned many Christian songs that | know they will remem-
ber for a long time. Maybe that’s how God was connecting
with them. God gifted our team with a music minister from
Florida for that trip!
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On another trip to Nicaragua we visited with a family who had received a water purifier from an earlier team. | asked
what difference it had made and they told me they weren’t missing as much work and the children weren’t missing as
much school from being sick with intestinal issues. Another trip to Guatemala was a team we put together from the
Oklahoma District LWML. Holding the eyeglass clinic at a local school one day, we had the opportunity to give eye ex-
ams and have the ministry staff give the Gospel message to middle school and high school students.

When | first signed up for a MOST Ministries trip about 15 years ago | was concerned about having the skills or stamina
to do a short term mission trip. As it turns out, God knows what is needed and provides it. He knows why you are there
and works through you and in you growing your faith, your trust, and your desire to give all the glory to God for His
provision and faithfulness. Don’t hesitate to put your trust in God and your name on a Team list! You will be amazed at
what God provides for you and for those you serve!

Pictures from Team 1818
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Volunteers — We Have Missed You!!

By Kelly Bone (MOST Ministries Business Manager & Volunteer Coordinator)

With over 100,000 pair of eyeglasses, thousands of witness materials, eyeglass cases and other mission supplies
all arriving at the MOST Ministries Mission Center each year, there is no question how important our volunteers
are to the running of the ministry.

After over a year of being separated, it is time to start the process of gathering at the Mission Center once again.
It has been a lonely year here without our groups to energize us with the work that needs to be done, but thank-
fully there were a few individuals that were able to come in regularly and keep the mission supplies moving.

So what is the rest of 2021 going to look like for volunteers? If you are comfortable coming in, we would love to
have you, however our plan for now is to do all volunteering through scheduled times. Please email Kelly at
kbone@mostministries.org to schedule a time to come in. We will be keeping the numbers low throughout the
rest of the year. If you have a group that wants to come in, just let me know and we will find a time when you
can come in with just your group.

If you have not been to our Mission Center to volunteer but are interested, email Kelly. Supplies are coming in
everyday and we are in need of volunteers to help sort these supplies as well as work with the eyeglasses, pre-
paring them to be shared around the world. For those of you that like to work in the eyeglass lab, we have one
edger for right now. Our ‘new to us’ edger will be in the lab in the next few months.

The office is beginning to buzz again. Teams are beginning to head out, volunteers are starting to come back,
supplies are arriving and things are starting to feel normal again. We can’t wait to welcome you back or greet
you for the first time!
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS

This is a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one.

IN MEMORY OF

Rev. H. H. Kasten by Joyce Kasten Lois Torres by Marie Worden Gerry Kirst by David & Marilyn Bottorff
Selma List by Janice List Lois Torres by Emily Veltri Gerry Kirst by Friends at Fairfax County VA
Lois Torres by Paula Anklam Lois Torres by Bonnie Schrems Gerry Kirst by Mark & Kathleen Fritsche
Lois Torres by Phyllis Avery Lois Torres by Edward Roedel Gerry Kirst by Jan Gerzevske

Lois Torres by Cheryl Bauer Lois Torres by Gladys Mitchell Gerry Kirst by Jane Giese

Lois Torres by Edward & Maxine Bernreuter Lois Torres by Mary Lentner Gerry Kirst by Donna Kato

Lois Torres by Verna Besancon Lois Torres by Annette Brown Gerry Kirst by Rodney & Christine Kato
Lois Torres by Donald & Carolyn Daenzer Lois Torres by Sonny & Jamie Earls Gerry Kirst by Donald Kirst

Lois Torres by Timothy & Janet Engelke Lois Torres by Wallace & Judith Laux Gerry Kirst by Lorrie Kirst

Lois Torres by Kenneth & Nancy Fischer Gerry Kirst by Clay & Kara Rull

Lois Torres by Richard & Laura Greiner Gerry Kirst by Dean Lovig

Lois Torres by Kenneth & Helen Klammer Gerry Kirst by Monty Moore

Lois Torres by John & Betty Kueffner Gerry Kirst by Dan & Kendra Ourada

Lois Torres by Dennis & Marsha Neumeyer Gerry Kirst by Benjamin Peter

Lois Torres by Jack & Elizabeth Sargent Gerry Kirst by Carl Reimler & Donna Ashauer

Lois Torres by James & Judith Sonntag Gerry Kirst by Rodney & Christine Koch

Lois Torres by John & Annette Sonntag Gerry Kirst by Ed & Wilma Rupprecht

Lois Torres by Thomas & Beverly Sonntag Gerry Kirst by Arliss Stech

IN HONOR OF

Sandy Hardies & Barbara Hoffmeier by James & Susan Hill

Ren & Sandy Hardies 50th Anniversary by Friends

Ren & Sandy Hardies 50th Anniversary by George & Elise Locke

Ren & Sandy Hardies 50th Anniversary by Don & Deanna Veitengruber
Tom Taylor 80th Birthday by George & Elise Locke

Gifts can be made online or mailed.
For information, contact Kelly Bone at 734-994-7909 or kbone @mostministries.org
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