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January 7
Committee Meetings

January 13
Ordination and Installation of Officers

January 20
Appreciation Party for Linda

January 21
Deacon’s Meeting

January 22
Columbian Club Luncheon

January 27
Annual Business Meeting

January 28
Session Meeting

A Message from Rev. Bruce Boak

A NOTE FROM THE STUDY

You never know what children might do or say in church and when they extricate themselves from parental
control and move toward the chancel, many parents become nervous and anxious. One of the things that I long
envied were parents who got to sit with their children. Mine usually sat with their mother while I sat alone in
one of those special chancel seats where the clergy are supposed to sit. All went well until Mom got sick one
Saturday night and I had to take our young son, Josh, to church with me. I didn’t think about this much until I
took off my coat and threw on my robe. Where would he sit? With whom?
On this particular Sunday morning, our pre-school son insisted on wearing his batman costume. As I felt a bit
rushed to get to the church, it didn’t seem like the best time make attire the subject of parental authority. We
arrived, took off our coats, and because I had no other prior arrangements, “Batman” came and sat with me in
the chancel. I showed him the bulletin, pointed to the notes in the hymnal and did my best to do what I had
seen other parents doing with their children. Then, during the children’s message he sat with me at the top of
the chancel steps and when it came time for children to head out to Sunday School, he flipped up his cape and
took a flying leap down the aisle. Gratefully batman landed safely.
Sometimes, parents are able to explain to their children why they need to behave or be quiet in a worship service. One mother counseled her little girl about proper behavior in church and then asked her if she understood.
“Honey, do you understand why we need to be quiet in church?”
The child said, “Uh-huh. Because people are sleeping.”
Yes, it is a challenge to keep us all awake. I sometimes become apprehensive when I look over sermon notes
and think to myself, “This would put me to sleep.”
Over the years I have learned that the most wonderful and truthful observations come from children. A message to children during worship isn’t secretly a message to adults, it is a conversation with children. My biggest mentor for this has been the man I feel is the greatest evangelist our nation has seen – Presbyterian Pastor
Fred Rogers. Yes, he was ordained by Pittsburgh Presbytery. Fred attended Sixth Presbyterian church in
Squirrel Hill (where the recent shooting at the Jewish Synagogue took place). Once a month, however, he worshipped in Latrobe, PA because his mother lived there. Our children were so envious that their cousins, who
also lived in Latrobe, would go to the Presbyterian Church in Latrobe and once each month Mr. Rogers provided the message for children.
Fred once said, “The church is wrong to think that the children are the church of the future. They are the
church of today.”
Fred once made this testimony: This is what I give. I give an expression of care every day to each child, to help
him realize that he is unique. I end the program by saying, “You’ve made this day a special day, by just your
being you. There’s no person in the whole world like you; and I like you just the way you are.” And I feel that
if we in public television can only make it clear that feelings are mentionable and manageable, we will have
done a great service for mental health. —Fred Rogers, testimony before U.S. Senate committee, May 1, 1969.
All of this makes me wonder how we might behave and approach ministry to Oneida if we considered that “we
are all children of God.”
Well, all of God’s children from one to ninety-two have a place in the family of God. Part of what the family
here will be doing as we enter 2019 together is to examine how this family has functioned over the years in
Oneida. We will try to do what the PCUSA has called “The Developmental Tasks of Interim Ministry.” These
are:
1. Appreciating and Examining our Congregation’s History. (If we don’t know where we have been, how can
we know where we are going?)
2. Discovering our Current Identity (Who we are now what is God calling us to be?)
3. Rethinking How we Function (How can we do ministry and mission in a way that empowers us to use our
past but refashion our future?)
4. Uncover Resources (Some of the resources from the Presbytery and General Assembly can help us do things
like finding a temporary or interim pastor and locating a person to call.)
5. Embrace a Shared Vision (Imagining a future for FPC Oneida that welcomes a new pastoral leader.)
I hope that as we go through this process that we can stay awake and make a place where everyone is welcomed.

To the cast of

Christmas Joy
Our Mission Committee would like to
thank everyone for their generosity.

Blanket Drive
Our church raised $293 for the Blanket
Drive. Our Mission Committee would
again like to thank everyone for their
generosity.

Souper Bowl
Don’t forget to bring extra change for
the Souper Bowl collection on February 3rd to help feed the poor in our
community.

The ABC’s of
Christmas
Isaac Colvin
Eliza Colvin
Abram Colvin
Elgin Colvin
Evlyn Colvin
Juan Bravo
Austin Williams
Andy Williams
Alex Tooker
Elizabeth Tooker
Jacob DeRuby
Rachel DeRuby
Ben Burdick
Sydney Paul
Robert Paul
Ryan Paul
Sarah Paul
Skylar Archer

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the First
Presbyterian Church of Oneida, NY

On behalf of the staff, thank you very
much for your Christmas gift to us
Bruce Boak
Melinda PhoenixPat Thorpe
Hart
Tom Donegan
John Merritt
Jenna Skellham

will be held immediately after worship
on Sunday, January 27th.
At the annual meeting we will review
and celebrate all of our service to God in the past
year, go over financial reports and the budget for the
coming year.
Please mark your calendar!

From Finance
Per Capita for 2018
At the November 27th Presbytery meeting the per capita for 2019 was
approved. It will be $41.14 per member. You can still pay your per capita for 2018, it’s $39.42.

ENVELOPES
The collection envelopes for 2019 are near the projection screen as you
enter the sanctuary from Stone Street. If you would like to have a box
of envelopes, there is a box of envelopes with no one’s name on them.
Please fill out the file card with the number of the box on it , and put it
in the collection plate or in the office so that you can get credit for it at
the year end giving statement.

Coffee Servers
You will be receiving soon (February) a list of Coffee Servers for the year 2019.
As many of you know, coffee and cookies are served following our Sunday services. Members
are asked to be a part of this event once a year as a time for fellowship and getting to know
each other better.
The Fellowship Committee prepares this list and is thankful for your participation and service
to your church. You will be reminded two weeks in advance of your time. If you are unable
to serve at that time, it would help the committee if you could switch with a friend. PLEASE,
mark your calendar upon receiving the list.

WHO ARE THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN?
The Presbyterian Women’s organization of our church is a mission group, all women of the
church may be members and are welcome to attend our meetings. We meet monthly except
during the summer. Our main purpose is mission but through our service together we are
thankful for the friendship, love and understanding that we are able to share with each other.
The Presbyterian Women usually have their meeting on the third Tuesday of the month.
Our next meeting will be on January 17th at 9:30 a.m.

SAVE THE DATE
The Presbyterian Women’s

Winter Gathering
for all women of the Presbytery
is on February 13at 9:30 a.m.
at Rome First Presbyterian
Potluck lunch with a DVD after.
Call Jan Whiting at
363-4392 for details.

Looking Ahead:
We need volunteers to sew cloth
bags for the school bag kits that
we send to Church World
Service. There will be material,
samples and instructions on a
table in the auditorium during
January. Please help yourself.
Dorothy Hotaling

THE DEACON PRAYER
SHAWL MINISTRY

Second
Hand
Rose
takes
consignments on women’s and
children’s clothing and small
household items in new to nearly
new
condition.
Hours are
Wed. -Sat. 11 AM - 3 PM.
Consignments are taken from 11
-2 each day. Phone: 366-9900

The Deacons are again getting low on
prayer shawls. If you knit or crochet
could you consider making one. After
you bring one in, it will be dedicated the
next Communion Sunday and then delivered to someone in need of prayers, comfort and encouragement. If you hear of a
need or know of someone in need of
prayers and comfort, please contact any
Deacon to help you select a prayer shawl.
We also have stuffed animals for children. Thank you for your ministry. If you
could only see how much this means to
people.

NOTES FROM THE
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
COMMITTEE
Potluck Luncheon
We hope you were able to attend the Pot-Luck luncheon after church on December
16th. It was an opportunity to sample some delicious dishes made by great cooks.

Birthday Bash
Our committee will be busy in the New Year planning our Birthday Bash for
sometime in February. If you would like to adopt a month, please let us know.

Dinners for Eight
In January we will be signing you up for Dinners for Eight. This is a wonderful way
to dine with others of our church families in the comfort of someone’s home.

Lenten Lunches
Lent starts later this year. As usual, during the Lenten season we will have our soup luncheons
following a brief chapel service. Please plan on joining us for some wonderful soup made by the
world’s best cooks. These will begin March 9th and continue March 16th, 23rd, 30th and April 6.

Please Join Us
We are a busy committee and would love to invite any and all of you to join us. There is a
great reward in the work of our committee.

COMFORTABLE AND SECURE
This kind of weather I put on several layers of
clothing. One on top of the first and then the
third. Otherwise I don’t feel comfortable.
That’s the way it is with the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. The three make me feel secure.
Praise be to God.

bd

DINNERS FOR EIGHT
Share the joy of Dinners for Eight!

Once again, the Christian Fellowship Committee will be
organizing the opportunity for people to
get together in the
warmth of a home for an evening of enjoyable dinner,
relaxation and just plain fun!
There is no planned program so you may leave whenever
you wish. You can sign up as a couple or as a single.
Singles may bring a friend.
When all the names are in, they will be divided into
groups of eight with one volunteer as a host or hostess.
That host will contact the other seven people to arrange
a date and time, and decide on the menu. Each couple
or single will be asked to bring either an appetizer,
main dish, salad or dessert.
Our last Dinners for Eight was a great success, we had
over 80 people participate! We’d love to have twice
as many people this time.
The sign-up sheets will be available in the bulletin
starting January 15th and lasting for 3 weeks.
The deadline for sign-ups is January 29th.
Fill out the sheet and put it in the collection plate.
If you have any questions, please call Jan Whiting
(363-4392) or the church office (363-7590).

LONG TERM PRAYER CONCERNS

For the month of November, 2018

Robert Archer
Abby Bartell
Alan Baur
Bryce Bechtel (friend of Zach Thompson)
Darlene Burke
Bob Butler
Marty Canning
Terry Clark (friend of Melissa Smith)
Glade Cook Jr. (nephew of Warrens)
Nancy DeMassa
Mary Lou DeRuby
Peggy Eastman
Jeannine Fariel
John Ferguson
Jillian Felt
Linda Gaut
TJ Gaut
Becky Grasso
Phyllis Harvey
Michael Hayes (friend of Melissa Smith)
Sarah Hrim (Georgia Fox’s sister)
Jamie Hubbard
Wendy Holtz
Vic and Millie Johnson

Dawn Kimball (Donna Ausman’s sister)
Jean Kowalik
Florence LaRock
Eloise Latino
Mary Lauber (Cathy Opperman’s mother)
Maribeth Matthews
Jason Maycock (Sandy Glynn’s brother)
Dave Meeker Sr.
Marian Meyers
Jeanne Miller
Larry Moorehouse (Bill Butler)
Jenn Mott
Tom Panasci
Rich Snyder (Jennifer Colvin’s neighbor)
Harold Thompson
Betty Thorpe (Jim’s aunt)
Beverly Vineall
Christopher Wuest
Bill and Dolores Young
Jerry
Michelle
Nathan
Patrick
Vicky

Thank you for your prayers. If you know of anyone who is sick, in the hospital, or
in need of our prayers, PLEASE call the Church Office, 363-7590 or Jan Whiting,
Prayer Chain, 363-4392.

Delaware Work Camp Mid-Year
Gathering: Friday, January 11 at
12 noon – Sunday, January 13, at
Little Falls Presbyterian Church.
We start Friday night with food,
games and songs, Saturday is work
around the church, snow tubing in
the afternoon, end the weekend on
Sunday and worship together. You
do not have to participate the
whole weekend although it is great
if you can. Sign up with Trish
Vrooman 315-430-7466 or Rev.
Tamara Razzano, Little Falls Presbyterian Church, 315-823-3004.
SHORT TERM PRAYER CONCERNS:
FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHO ARE GRIEVING FOR:
Nancy Wickens (Chrissy Thompson’s aunt), Janice Pendleton - Chuck Pendleton’s mother
Sharon Thorna - Friend of Vicky DuChene, Anna Rose Catello - Cindy Bonville’s Mother
Louis Ducey (Jenn Motts uncle)

SPECIAL CONCERNS:
- Refugees, Christian martyrs and others at risk from ISIS.
MISSION EMPHASIS:
The Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Pray for those who are serving overseas; Colin Whitcombe; the U.S. Armed
Forces in Afghanistan, and our Police/Fire Safety personnel.
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS: Pr ay for those who ar e stationed in non-combat zones: Mark
Sia, Zane Mechalke, Peter Thompson, Howard Bantle, Nicholas Young, Philip Messina, Ryan
Geer, Matthew Winchell, John Goodwill, Jeff Carpenter, Errol Crossman, Corey Reed, Michael
McMahon, Andrew Fargo, Jim Jennings, Nate Borchardt.

Birthdays
Jan. 1

Sharon Warren

Jan. 3

Courtney Schneider

Jan. 5

Karen Sarenski

Jan. 8

Beverly Vineall

Jan. 10

Samuel Mastriano

Jan. 13

Claire Fox

Jan. 14

Donna Stewart

Jan. 15

Donna Laurin

Jan. 16

Phyllis Harvey, Bronte Hilgenberg

Jan. 20

Don Miller

Jan. 21

Sue Grabow, Stephanie Thompson,
Heidi Schneider

Jan. 22

Matthew Froass

Jan. 23

Dolores Young, Christopher Joslyn Jr.

Jan. 27
Jan. 29

Linda Bailey, Leif Nicoliasen
Kristen Talbot

Anniversaries
Jan. 4

Bob and Linda Butler

Jan. 13

Steve and Beverly Orzechowski

Jan. 14

Doug Rosenkrans and Joyce Helms
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