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As we move into the next chapter at Holy Trinity it’s an opportunity to
reflect on our rich beginnings.
On Sunday, May 11, 1947, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church held its first
service in Laurel Hall. Laurel Hall, at the time the only public meeting hall
in San Carlos, was located over a bar across from the firehouse on Laurel
Street. On this fifth Sunday in Easter (and Mother's Day), Pastor Beilstein
wrote in the bulletin:
“With this service Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church begins its
work in the City of San
Carlos. We do so in the name
of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Ghost. It is our
high aim ever to proclaim
nothing, but the “Good Word” - the Gospel of a Savior
slain for the sins of man that through Him we might have
eternal life. May the Lord keep us faithful in this joyous task”
Holy Trinity shared its anniversary year (and use of Laurel Hall) with Epiphany Episcopal Church. By
all accounts, Laurel Hall wasn’t just over a bar, but also served as one itself. “A lot of mornings, the
men had to go to the Hall early and clean up the beer cans before services.

” Pastor Beilstein remembered that his services
were interrupted not only when the bar downstairs
threw out its empties, but it seemed every time he
started to preach, the alarm at the fire station
summoned the volunteer firemen.
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April 1948 was a busy month: the
church site was purchased, an architect
was hired, Pastor Beilstein was installed
and Holy Trinity was received into
membership of the CA District of the
American Lutheran Church.

“This is a faith venture. Otherwise we
would not dare consider building in these
days of high costs. Especially since we are
but a one year-old mission.”

The parsonage was dedicated on
September 25, 1949. The mortgage for the
$35,000 debt for the two buildings was paid
off and burned 10 years later.

65 years later, as a result of the Spring
Forth! campaign, Beilstein Hall and the
parsonage received a “face lift”.
Additionally, new landscaping greatly
enhanced the long neglected Glenwood side
of the church property.

It is almost 75 year history. Holy Trinity has
been served by seven full time pastors:
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.
Pr.

Emmett Beilstein
Ken Zabel
Don Fisher
Kim Eifert Krogstad
Dan Smith
Christian Jennert.

Pr. Josh Serrano

1947-66
1966-84
1986-90
1991-2003
2005-2010
2011-2015

2016-Current

Each has added a richness to our faith lives!
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President’s Message
Trinity Topics
February 2022
As we start our New Year, I want to take a moment to thank those who make Holy
Trinity so special. Some you know and some are in the background. Some may
seem to have important jobs, and some may think that their role isn’t much. Yet it takes
everyone doing their part in the body of Christ – the church.
As Paul says in Romans 12: 4-5: “We have many parts in one body, but the parts don’t all have
the same function. In the same way, though there are many of us, we are one body in Christ,
and individually we belong to each other. We have different gifts that are consistent with God’s
grace that has been given to us.”
So let’s rejoice that we all have different gifts and separate roles to play, because without our
role the church couldn’t function as intended. With that in mind, I’m thanking you for all you do,
including:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Every member of our congregation. You are what makes Holy Trinity
special!
Pastor Josh
Those who count our offerings
Those who attend Adult Forum and book studies
Those who teach our children
Our singers and musicians
Those who usher
Those who care for our buildings and grounds
Those who serve coffee and snacks
Those who care for our altar and worship space
Squirmy and noisy children in the pews
Our staff
Our church council
Our church officers
Those who donate what they can
Those who help with social concerns
Sound operators
Those who sing off-key as loud as possible
Those who put out tables and chairs and take them down
Those who share their cooking with others
Those who donate for, and order, our flowers
Those who are prayer warriors for others
Those who only stand and wait
Those looking for rest for their souls
Those finding rest for their souls

John McDowell
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Holy Trinity Will Benefit from Pastor Josh’s Sabbatical
It’s easy to see how Pastor Josh’s upcoming sabbatical will benefit him,
especially after the stress of leading our congregation through threats of
violence and the changes brought on by the pandemic. But it’s not as easy
to see how his sabbatical will benefit our congregation. In fact, some may
be asking, “Will Pastor’s sabbatical benefit us?”
The answer is a resounding yes.
The very idea of a sabbatical is biblically based, as the word itself derives
from “sabbath” or the weekly day of rest and worship. The idea of a
seventh-year sabbatical comes from Leviticus 25:4, “But in the seventh
year the land will have a special sabbath rest, a Sabbath to the Lord: You
must not plant your fields or prune your vineyards.” That is, not only on
the seventh day, but in the seventh year both the people and the land were
to rest.
It's that rest that brings about benefits for both for the person on
sabbatical and the organization as well. Research about the effect of
sabbaticals on organizations finds that the results are overwhelmingly
positive.
First, those who take sabbaticals not only come back with reductions in
stress and increases in well-being (critical for a small congregation with a
pastor who has managed through multiple crisis), they also deepen their
interpersonal and professional skills. That is, we can expect Pastor Josh to
come back better than ever!
Secondly, non-profit leaders who take sabbaticals are able to work closer
with their boards (like our church council) to develop plans and strategies
to meet their missions. Moreover, after a sabbatical those leaders are
better able to generate new idea for positive change.
Finally, the sabbatical allows leaders, after a period of reflection, to
crystalize their vision for their organizations, and in many cases create
powerful new visions for the future.
As one writer puts it, “The results of these studies show that a sabbatical is
a small investment that yields a big return. By giving employees
structured time to rest and rejuvenate, new potential for creativity and
high performance is unlocked. . . Put simply, time away from work makes
work better.”
So not only will Pastor Josh benefit from his sabbatical, but Holy Trinity as
a congregation will as well. Exciting times are ahead!

John McDowell
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We participated in the MLK Day of
service by sorting donated books.
There were so many it filled up three
SUVs!

HTLC VOLUNTEERS FOR PMC MLK DAY OF SERVICE Volunteers from
HTLC helped make the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition 10th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day of Service on January 17 a success, despite the
pandemic! Volunteers Pr. Josh, Sebastian, Isaac, Barbara Padilla, Pam
Bohlmann and Dick Rescho participated in various service projects in
the Peninsula community. For photos and videos, go to the PMC
website, https://peninsulamultifaith.org, and click on Calendar, Past Events, 10th
Annual MLK Jr. Multifaith Day of Service.
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February

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

02/08
02/11
02/19
02/22
02/23

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

There are many publications that will keep you
informed about what is going on in the Lutheran
World.
Here are a few!
Gather Magazine!
https://www.gathermagazine.org/getgather/
Living Lutheran!
https://www.livinglutheran.org/

We have worship online through our website
at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at 10:30am on
Sundays. If you are having trouble accessing
our worship services online, please contact
Pastor Josh and he’ll do his best to help you
out!
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Cathy Bready
Jim Baker
Coke Stimmler
Debben Hoffer
Larry Richards
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January 2022 Council Highlights
• Approved a $1,000 benevolence donation to Russian missionary, and our former
teaching parish student, Bradn Buerkle.
• Reviewed preparation for our Budget and Annual meetings.
• Reviewed Pastor Josh’s 2021 goals (via written comment).
• Approved our online audio and video upgrade project (via email vote).
• Thanked Chris Kidwell and Gail Blomstrom for their years of service on the council.
• Accepted the Treasurer’s report; Total Year to Date donations are $224,832, which
is $963 under budget for 2021.

Welcome to our new Council:
President………..Lori Friedman
Vice President….John Schornstein
Secretary………….Doug Southard
Council Members
Erin Fischer
Gaby Knauth
Jeremy Emken
John McDowell

PMC BOOK CLUB The Peninsula Multifaith
Coalition Book Club meets monthly to discuss
books concerning religious and spiritual topics.
Meetings are held via ZOOM on the second
Tuesday of each month from 7:00 to 8:30 pm.
To receive notices of the meetings contact Rev.
Kristi Denham at revkristi@aol.com. Questions?
Contact Dick Rescho
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Ash Wednesday
March 2, 2022

￼

STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
President ......................................................... Lori Friedman
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Choir……………………..Anita Reimann, Peter Schmuckal
Education/Sunday School……………………………………
Endowment ............................................... John McDowell
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Outreach &Evangelism…………………..Gary Wiessinger
Secretary……………………………………..Doug Southard
Social Concerns……..Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Stewardship…………………………………………………….
Treasurer ………………………………………Petra Gilmore
Vice President …………………………… John Schornstein
Worship & Music…………………………….Anita Reimann
Youth……………………………………………Lori Friedman
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and doing God’s work in the
community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental
ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am

8

