HOLY

TRINITY

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Trinity Topics
www.sancarloshtlc.org

October 2021
Exciting News!
We’re excited to announce that Christian Theological Seminary just
granted Holy Trinity and Pastor Josh $50,000 to help fund his
sabbatical next year!
Christian Theological Seminary, in partnership with the Lily
Foundation, funds grants for the renewal of clergy while they are on
sabbatical. At the beginning of this year our Mutual Ministry
Committee and a representative from our Council took on the task
of writing a grant proposal. The team consisted of Greg Bohlmann,
Lori Friedman, Barbara Richards, Erin Fischer & Pastor Josh. The
total grant amount awarded could be up to $50,000; $35,000 going
towards the pastor’s sabbatical plans and $15,000 given to support
the Congregation’s plan while he is gone.
After many meetings, and soliciting input from the congregation, we
came up with a plan for the sabbatical that was approved by
the Council. At our September Council meeting, we officially
approved receiving the grant and Pastor Josh’s sabbatical dates.
Pastor Josh will be on sabbatical in 2022 from June 6th-September
27th.
Beginning in January, we are going to use Trinity Topics to explain
the need for sabbaticals and why they are important to both the
Pastor and Congregation. Additionally, we will be detailing the
sabbatical plans for both the Pastor Josh and the congregation of
HTLC. We look expectantly and with great hope in this next coming
year. Stay tuned for more!
Peace,
Pr. Josh
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Holy Trinity Church
Trinity Topics
September 21, 2021
President’s Message
● “For where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among
them.” – Matthew 18:20 (NLT)
● And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage one another – Hebrews 10:25a (NLT)
● All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. – 1
Corinthians 12:27 (NLT)
● They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. – Acts 2:42 (NIV).
These and other biblical passages remind us that worshipping, fellowshipping, and
learning together as a community are at the heart of the Christian experience.
That’s why our transition to online worship together during COVID restrictions was
important in sustaining our faith as it allowed us to be in community in a new way.
Now that we have emerged from most COVID restrictions, our meeting in person
(for those who feel comfortable) becomes that much more important in the life of
our congregation. But it’s not just worshipping together, it’s all the other activities
that we take part in as well. As a community we have the chance to learn together
during Adult Forum and Sunday School, to fellowship together with potlucks, the
Men’s Breakfast, and other events, and to serve our neighbors with Social
Concerns activities.
I encourage each of you to take part in the full life of the congregation, from online
worship to taking of communion together on Sunday mornings and growing our
faith through Bible and book studies. When we do this together as the body of
Christ, we become the light that shines in the darkness, that the darkness has not
overcome. God’s work, our hands!
September Council Highlights
Accepted the Treasurer’s report showing that in August general donations
(including room rental, etc.) were $18,105 while expenses were $18,311.
• Approved Pastor Josh’s 2022 sabbatical dates and the sabbatical plan for
both him and the congregation as outlined in the Lilly Foundation grant
application.
Recommended that a Constitutional amendment be brought before that
congregation at the next Annual Meeting that would increase the term limits of
Council officers (President, Vice President, Secretary) from two one-year terms to
three one-year terms.
•
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Thank you Hillary so much for leading the charge to support the
Backpack Comeback this year for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church!
Contributions from Holy Trinity Lutheran Church went a long way in
providing backpacks to nearly 25,000 students. Think of all those
smiles you helped bring to those wonderful faces (under the safety
of those masks, of course) as kids headed back to school this year.
It’s the moment you’ve been waiting for… we have your donation
results!
Here’s how to interpret your totals:
•
Each supply-filled backpack counts as 1 backpack
donated.
•
Every 2 empty backpacks counts as 1 backpack donated.
•
Supplies donated outside of backpacks were calculated to
estimate how many backpacks were afforded based on the value
of supplies.
Physical Backpacks (or equivalent) Donated: 78

JOIN IN TO SEND PACKAGES TO OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
We are collecting funds to buy snacks, gift cards, note
cards, and provide postage to send to our six college
students: Eva Schmuckal, Emily Schmuckal, Josh
Frojelin, L J Friedman, Anna Friedman, and Callie Reimann.
We will also have cards to send to Nathan Frojelin and
Cameron Martin.
Please mark your funds for College Packages by October
th
17 , when we will have cards available to sign and personal notes are also welcome.
We miss them!
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Sandwiches for Street Life Ministries
Thank you to Gail Blomstrom Martin, Pam and
Greg Bohlmann, and Leroy and Barbara
Padilla for helping out with sandwiches this
month. Our new dates are
Tuesday October 5, Tuesday October 19,
and Tuesday October 26. Contact Barbara
Padilla(padillabarbara49@gmail.com) if you
can help. Thank you!
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As part of our Safe Community here
at Holy Trinity, we moved forward to
sanitize the toys and other play
items, along with the refurbishing the
furniture, in our church nursery. This
occurred over a few weeks and
included moving furniture out and
back when the carpet was
professionally cleaned. Thank you to
Lisa Kersten, Gail Blomstom Martin, Barbara Padilla, and our Muscle Men, G Ray
Martin and Leroy Padilla, for their work and moving assistance. All is ready!!
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Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

10/02
10/02
10/04
10/06
10/07
10/08
10/11
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/27
10/30

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

There are many publications that will keep
you informed about what is going on in the
Lutheran World.
Here are a few!
Gather Magazine!
https://www.gathermagazine.org/
getgather/
Living Lutheran!
https://www.livinglutheran.org/

We have worship online through our website
at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at 10:30am on
Sundays. If you are having trouble accessing
our worship services online, please contact
Pastor Josh and he’ll do his best to help you
out!
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John Schornstein
Anne Wittig
Ilana Henne
Len Fischer
Anna Friedman
Joshua Frojelin
Erin Fischer
Isaac Serrano
Vivian Southard
Chris Kidwell
Brian Kersten
Terrence Murphey
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As we continue to meet indoors we are asking that you use Sign Up Genius to volunteer! We
are looking for lectors, assisting ministers, sound operator, and ushers.
This is a little different than the way it was done before so we are going to be doing this for the
summer and maybe going into the future. In order to sign up please click the link below where
you will be directed to Sign Up Genius where you can sign up to volunteer!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4af2ba1fec07-sunday
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................ Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Choir……………………..Anita Reimann, Peter Schmuckal
Education/Sunday School……………………………………
Endowment ................. James Reimann, John McDowell
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Outreach &Evangelism…………………..Gary Wiessinger
Secretary……………………………………..Doug Southard
Social Concerns…………………………….Barbara Padilla
Stewardship……………………………………………………
Treasurer ………………………………………Petra Gilmore
Vice President …………………………………..Erin Fischer
Worship & Music……………………………………Erik Vorhes
Youth……………………………………………Lori Friedman
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and doing God’s work in the
community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental
ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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