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In all honesty I have been struggling with writing this newsletter article. With the news
that the shelter-in-place order has been extended through May, it’s been pretty hard for
me to come up with what to say.
So, I’ll tell you what I’m telling my children and myself. Because I need to hear it as
much as I need to say it.
Here we go…
We are going to take this one day at a time. We are not going to worry about the past.
We are not going to worry about the future. We are going to live right now and in the
moment. We will be present. Here. Now.
Jesus reminds us in Matthew 6:34
“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s
trouble is enough for today.”
During this time of physical distancing, different ways of being community, I am
reminded that we are to be present in the moment and let tomorrow worry about itself.
Today is what matters.
Please reach out to me if you need anything, even if it’s just because you want to talk.
Check in on your loved ones and neighbors an pray for them. We continue to be in this
together.
Peace,
Pastor Josh
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President’s Report
May, 2020 Issue
Holy Week 2020 may have been the most unusual Holy Week that any of us have ever experienced. From
no palm waving on Palm Sunday to video meditation for Good Friday, and online services on Easter
Sunday we worshipped in ways that never crossed out mind before a few weeks ago. And yet we were still
able to feel God’s presence among our community as we worshipped, no matter the change in the outward
expressions of our faith.
What happened during Holy Week is what’s happening with our congregation at large. Many things are
new and different, we’re doing some things we haven’t done before, and we’ve quit doing some things that
used to seem rock solid and certain. Yet through all the changes we continue in God’s love and being His
hands in the world.
That means that under Pastor Josh in April we’ve held services, coffee hours, office hours, and adult forums
for our members – all online. We’ve distributed benevolence funds to Second Harvest of Silicon Valley and
are donating socks to Street Life Ministry in Redwood City donated through our Blocks for Socks
Walkathon. We’re checking in on our fellow members and we’re donating to keep Holy Trinity a going
concern.
As we navigate the coronavirus crisis together let’s keep in mind that no matter what the circumstances,
that we continue as a community to worship together and serve our neighbors in need.

April Council Items
•At the special April 8 meeting approved applying for a federal Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) of
$10,000 and calling a special online congregational meeting for approval to apply for a federal Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) loan of approximately $30,000. If approved, both loans would be forgiven if we
follow the loan guidelines.
•Received congregational approval for the PPP loan application. Forty-six members voted online or by
mail, with 100% approval.
•Learned that we have increased the number of members donating through some automatic payment
(Simply Giving, bill pay, PayPal) to 16 families.
•Accepted the Treasurer’s report of year-to-date receipts are $12,598 under budget, while spending is
$5,819 under budget.
•The Social Concerns Ministry Team briefed the council on efforts already undertaken this year and planned
for the rest of the year. These include hygiene kits for the BumbleBee Foundation, Blocks for Socks
Walkathon, support for students at the Navajo Christian Preparatory Academy in Rock Point, AZ, and a
student at the Rwamagana Leader School in Rwanda.
•Approved a new copier lease for an upgraded copier at a slightly lower monthly base rate.
•Approved postponement of the church audit.
•Approved continuing our employees for another month as we wait the result of our PPP loan application.
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“Super” Aid to BumbleBee Foundation

At Holy Trinity’s February Annual Meeting, and for the weeks leading up to it, Holy Trinity’s generosity once
again was evident. The drive to support BumbleBee Foundation’s Patient Aid Program raised $602. These
funds were sent to the BumbleBee Foundation in March, and here is the thank you note we received from
them:
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SIERRA PACIFIC SYNOD AND ELCA
Weeks may have passed since you last walked in the
doors of your congregation and worshiped, face-to-face,
with your community of faith. To be sure, being the body of
Christ looks and feels differently than it ever has before.
With congregations and ministries across the country, and a network of companion churches and
partners in over 70 countries around the world, we anticipate this crisis will affect us all. Your
gifts to the ELCA’s COVID-19 Response Fund will provide funds to the ministries of the ELCA
most in need and best positioned to help. This includes our congregations as well as local and
churchwide ministries capable of reaching and assisting those in need. If you are able, please
help with a gift today.
Donate Now

Mini Prayer Shawls Needed for Assembly
We are all more than ready to gather with family and friends in homes and in our
church buildings! And we also look forward to gathering as the Sierra Pacific Synod
in assembly on our rescheduled dates, whenever they are. We will do our usual
business there but a major part as you well know is the election of a new bishop.
The Bishop Election Committee (BEC) is working on various aspects of the overall process and
prays for it to be one that is unified and Spirit led. To guide the voting members in prayer and
discernment, we plan to provide mini-prayer shawls for each person. These mini-shawls will be made
by folks around the synod who pray during their creation that each member is blessed and fully open
to the Spirit’s guidance. The shawls would also be a unifier as we gather to pray prior to each ballot.
And they will go home with members in their brief cases, pockets, or purses as a reminder of the
prayers of unknown sisters and brothers in Christ, and can be used during their own times for prayer
and devotions.
And so, we are asking all knitters and crochet-ers to wash their hands, grab their needles and
hooks, gather up their yarn, and create mini prayer shawls roughly 6” by 3”. We will need about 600
total! As your fingers are at work, please pray for God’s blessings upon the recipient of your creation
and that they receive the gift of spiritual discernment.
These mini-shawls can be sent to Assembly with your clergy and voting members. Your congregation
is invited to bless them during a worship service beforehand.
May you all be and stay well. Thank you.
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Anita,Marmalade and
Chocolate, Orange Peel.

Lori: Blondies

A
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Francie: First time
biscuits.

Maddie: Baking

Elisa: Bread & Key Lime Pie
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Anna: Boba Tea.

Anita: Cardamon Cake with
Orange Peel and Chocolate.

James Reimann

James Reimann

Anita: Cinnamon Rolls, Candied Orange Peel

Sandra: Angel Pie

MEMBER ACTIVITIES
How have you been spending time at home?
Reading, exercising, and baking top the list! Here
are examples from our members who have
enjoyed baking.

Erik: Lots of bread
John Rohrer
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May

Worship
Join us this Sunday online or by phone!
Please join us live! We will be partnering again with Unity
South San Francisco. You can access the live stream by
going to the front of their website @
http://www.unityssf.org or you can call in live at
650.762.9995. You can also access it online after the
service on the front of the same site above. You can
download the worship bulletin on the front of Unity's
website..
If you have any questions please contact Pastor
Josh revserrano@sancarloshtlc.org

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!
05/06 Amy Beuthel-Hastings
05/08 Evan Kersten
05/09 Logan Baker
05/13 Gail Blomstrom
05/16 Gigi Schmuckal
05/22 Jen Borba
05/24 Julianne Fredericks
05/27 Jeremy Emken
05/28 Lucas Ding
05/28 Mackenzie Friedman
05/28 Randy Friedman

Zoom Coffee Hour
Check your e-mails for Zoom hour!
Time: Sunday’s 11:15 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/holytrinitysancarlos
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/holytrinitysancarlos
Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5
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APRIL 23

Pastor Josh walked 30 laps around the main church campus! Congratulations
Pastor! Five members pledged the number of socks or briefs, to be donated for each lap
OR pledged a money donation. Pastor created a Facebook video that drew support from
several Serrano Family members adding $150 to our funding! A special thank you to
them as well!
All together we have received nearly $400 to purchase socks and briefs, donations of
nearly 200 pairs of socks, and over 50 briefs. This collection was also supported by a
Thrivent Action Team Project of $250. When all the deliveries arrive at church, we will
arrange with Pastor David from Street Life Ministries, Redwood City, for our drop off
date. Thank you John McDowell for your work on pledging and support!

Barbara Padilla

BOOK REVIEW
Just before our news in February of an
encroaching virus, I searched for a book to read
during Lent.
How Happiness Happens, by Max Lucado(2019),
promised to be intriguing, inspirational reading.
How do people find lasting joy in the world that is
filled with disappointment and struggle to meet
expectations? Based on ten New Testament
verses on Jesus’ teaching of caring for one
another, Max Lucado tells us that doing good for
others, does good for the doer. Can we bring
smiles to just a few faces? Kindness lived out in
our daily interactions can bring joy alive for
someone AND ourselves. Yes!
Submitted By Barbara Padilla
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .....................................…………..Erin Fischer
Stewardship ............................................................................
Secretary ......................................................Gail Blomstrom
Social Concerns .......................................... Barbara Padilla
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment ................................................ John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
Education/Sunday School....................................................
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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