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Pastor Josh’s Sabbatical Plans
Part 1
I will begin my sabbatical by first taking one week to decompress and
transition. The first 10 days will be at home (June 6-15) creating space
within for the sabbatical, to become emotionally and spiritually prepared. It will also
allow me time to physically prepare for the trip to England that will encompass the first
portion of the sabbatical.
A family trip to England with Anne, Seb, and Isaac will help to create space for each
other as we explore together. The first 10 days (June 16-25) will be in recreation with
the family as we travel to the cities of London, Bathe, York, and finally Oxford. We will
be visiting points of interest and exploring churches and cathedrals of the area, learning
about their histories. In Oxford, Anne and I will then leave Seb and Isaac with their
mother Enrique, who will have traveled from the United States. Having visited some of
these spaces before, these days will be filled with rest being surrounded by the Saints
and stories of the church.
Anne and I will then visit the burial site of St. Cuthbert at Durham (June 26-28) before
embarking on a walk, the St. Cuthbert Way, a 60 mile pilgrimage from Melrose to
Lindisfarne (June 29-July 7). This trip will traverse villages and sites that are significant
to the life and death of St. Cuthbert.
Finally, during this portion of the trip we will retreat in the Lake District town of Keswick
(July 7-13). This will afford us the time to reflect on the pilgrimage. I plan to bring
books and keep a journal in order to reframe and reclaim the events of the prior 2 years.
We will end our time in England with a few more days in London taking in the sights,
sounds and energy of the city (July 14-July 17).
See Next Month’s Trinity Topics for Part II
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From the President's Desk
by Lori Friedman
While looking ahead to March and the season of Lent, I found this wonderful reflection
by the program director of ELCA World Hunger in the Lent study guide. Hope you enjoy
it as much as I do. Peace, Lori
Dear friends in Christ,
I can hardly believe two years have passed since COVID-19 was first declared a global
pandemic. In those early days of 2020, many of us hoped that taking immediate action
would limit the spread of infection and contain the virus. At many points during the last
two years, we found our hopes challenged by new outbreaks, new variants and
increasing numbers of neighbors homebound or hospitalized. How often has it seemed
that we could see the end but then the end moved further away?
Perhaps our ancestors, liberated by God from slavery in Egypt, felt similarly as they
journeyed toward the Promised Land. They fled the violence of Pharoah only to find new
threats in the wilderness. Their wandering lasted for a generation. Many of those who
originally left Egypt didn’t live to see the end of the journey. Scripture recalls for us
today their sense of frustration and dashed hopes as the end to their wandering
seemed constantly to move further away.
The season of Lent grounds us in a time in the wilderness. In Lent, we wander with our
ancestors, longing for new life in a land of promise and opportunity. We are reminded of
our dependence on God and the many ways that sin separates us from one another,
from God and from the future we are promised.

February 2022 Council Highlights
Discussed buildings and grounds report that identified several areas of the
•
parsonage property with issues; will seek expert advice on certain items such
as water drainage, electrical
Approved purchase of new washing machine for parsonage
•
Approved allotment of the final funds for new/upgraded audio/visual for online
•
church
Appointed Doug Southard as council rep on the endowment committee
•
Thanked John McDowell for his years of service as Council President
•
Accepted the treasurer's report; budget $20,000 per month, with Jan.
•
donation $17,904 and Jan. expenses $17, 691
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER AT HOLY TRINITY

Palm Sunday, April 10
10:30 am | Worship Service
Maundy Thursday, April 14
7:00pm | Worship Service
Good Friday, April 15
7:00pm | Worship Service
Easter Sunday, April 17
10:30 am | Worship Service

Presiding Bishop Eaton's Interfaith Call
to Peace for Ukraine
"Oh Divine, most mighty, most
merciful, our sacred stories tell us that
you help and save your people. You
are the fortress: may there be no
more war. You are the harvest: may
there be no more hunger. You are the
light: may no one die alone or in
despair. Oh Divine, most majestic,
most motherly, grant us your life.
Amen."

ASH WEDNESDAY
March 2, 2022
@7pm

Sunday, March 13 | Daylight
Savings - Set clocks forward 1
hour on Saturday evening.
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Sandwiches for Street Life Ministries
We will continue to support Street Life Ministries in
Redwood City as they serve the homeless each evening
with a prayer service and hot meal. Sandwiches are
given out to provide another meal for participants the
next day. Peanut Butter, Jelly, and bread are supplied to
you to make 30 sandwiches at home and picked up from
you. If you can help on March 15, 22, or 29 please
contact Barbara Padilla. Padillabarbara49@gmail.com
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News from Bradn Buerkle in Russia
As of right now, I'm uncertain about plans for our family in the days and weeks ahead.
We've stuck it out here in Russia as the country's leadership has moved more and more in a
disturbing direction. All the same, the events of the last days have been shocking and
horrifying. We have significant cross-border church contact, and the victims of the war in
Ukraine are not abstract people far away, but they are our siblings in Christ and some of
them are my former students and present colleagues. I can only imagine how difficult it
might be where the war is being fought; here in Russia, it is causing psychological and
spiritual distress that is likely to continue long after the fighting ends. We had planned on
staying in Russia through the summer of 2022, but with airspace around Russia closing
rapidly and with the U.S. embassy being basically closed down, we are seriously considering
following the advice of the U.S. gov't and of our church mission supporters to leave the
country as soon as possible. In order to do so, however, we need to get a visa for Natasha,
and this is turning out to be quite problematic. Leaving quickly would be quite disturbing for
the children - Matvey is 3 months from final school exams and graduation in the Russian
system; Martin is studying at the ballet academy of the Bolshoi theater - but it still might be
better than the alternative.
That said, up until now we have not felt threatened by being Americans here. For example,
picking up my Russian residency permit early last week was easy. they probably could have
made it otherwise, if they wanted to. On the other hand there is a noticeable worsening of
the atmosphere and added aggression...Being a U.S. citizen certainly does nothing to help,
and I am avoiding any contact with authorities, if possible. Our personal acquaintances have
not said unkind things or made us feel like we should leave; many, many Russians are
against the war, but there are quite serious consequences for making one's position public.
There are others who feel like the war is justified, of course, but after year after year of
state-run media presenting a single position, it's not surprising that critical thinking has not
stayed sharp for everyone.
In other news - the ELCA is working on getting away to gather offerings that will be able to
be sent to Ukraine for the social service ministries of our partners there. When they get the
details worked out, I'll let you know.
Thanks again for your concern.
Peace!
Bradn
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March

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

03/01
03/02
03/03
03/05
03/07
03/08
03/10
03/13
03/13
03/18
03/25
03/25
03/28
03/28

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

There are many publications that will keep you
informed about what is going on in the Lutheran
World.
Here are a few!
Gather Magazine!
https://www.gathermagazine.org/getgather/
Living Lutheran!
https://www.livinglutheran.org/

We have worship online through our website
at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at 10:30am on
Sundays. If you are having trouble accessing
our worship services online, please contact
Pastor Josh and he’ll do his best to help you
out!
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Oliver Baker
Elisa Baker
Andrea Reiser
Ralph Knauth
Laura Jane Young
Anita Reimann
Peter Schmuckal
Jack Wiessinger
Maddie Wiessinger
Gabriele Knauth
Benjamin Ledwith
Grace Ledwith
Navid Tofigh
Steve Webb
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PMC BOOK CLUB The Peninsula Multifaith Coalition Book Club meets
monthly to discuss books concerning religious and spiritual topics.
Meetings are held via ZOOM on the second Tuesday of each month from
7:00 to 8:30 pm. To receive notices of the meetings contact Rev. Kristi
Denham at revkristi@aol.com. Questions? Contact Dick Rescho
Kai Lin’s Music CDs
Kai Lin’s Music CDs will be purchased after Sunday services (2/27, 3/6,
3/13) at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, San Carol, CA. Kai is currently
an organist/pianist in HTLC, a member of the American Guild of
Organists (AGO), and American Society of Composers, Authors, and
Publishers (ASCAP). The CDs include: Kai Lin’s Organ Improvisation,
Opus 98; Kai Lin’s Composition Concert; Music Festival 2016 (Kai Lin,
Organ & Piano; Kathryn Kelly, Soprano); KAI LIN (including 5
instrumental/electronic music); Concert for 90th Anniversary of Church
& Easter 2001. Each CD will be $20, Kai will donate $5 from each one
of CDs to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator ....................................Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Buildings & Grounds...............G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Choir……………………..Anita Reimann, Peter Schmuckal
Education/Sunday School……………………………………
Endowment ................. James Reimann, John McDowell
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Financial Secretary ..................................Mary Webb
Secretary……………………………………..Doug Southard
Social Concerns…………………………….Barbara Padilla
Stewardship……………………………………………………
Treasurer ………………………………………Petra Gilmore
Vice President …………………………………..Erin Fischer
Worship & Music……………………………………Erik Vorhes
Youth……………………………………………Lori Friedman

All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and doing God’s work in the
community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental
ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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