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I have developed a new spiritual practice recently. Whenever I find out over social
media, phone calls, and Zoom meetings, that someone has received a vaccine, I say
little prayer of thanksgiving to God for them. I am so grateful that many of you have
already received a vaccine because it means that you are less likely to get sick and that
we are one person closer to being able to go back to in person worship. Since we are
not there yet let me say that I am grateful for your flexibility and willingness to try new things over Zoom!
The good news is that we are going to be planning on having Palm Sunday and Easter service in person,
outside. We will still be practicing safety protocols like wearing masks and keeping six feet apart. Singing
will be done by cantors. More information to come as we get closer!
Peace,
Pr. Josh

Save the dates…
Passion/Palm Sunday, March 28th

Maundy Thursday, April 1st

Good Friday, April 2nd

Easter Sunday, April 4th
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
President’s Report
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
LBW, 564
On our pledge forms this year we asked you, “Where do you see God’s abundance in your life, the
life of our community, or among the ministries of Holy Trinity?” You replied with many examples of
God’s blessings, all of which help us remember why we do the work we are called to do. Here are
just some of them:
• We are blessed with health and having more than enough to live comfortably. HTLC is an outlet
to provide us with peace, faithfulness, and love.
• The Lord continues to provide us with His grace to freely live our lives.
• Through most of the pandemic we were able to keep our company open allowing us to support
ourselves, our workers, our church, and our community. The ability of HTLC to continue
supporting those in need is fulfilling. Thanks to Redwood City for establishing an RV zone
allowing RV's to be removed from the streets and safe in a designated community.
• The health, safety, and financial stability of family, for which we feel very grateful.
• Many blessings from family and friends, great support from the church community.
• God has blessed me with good family, good friends, and a loving daughter. Holy Trinity
community is such a loving group!
• Online worship has been a blessing, renewal from illness and difficulties.
• God has been with me and my family through all the tough times 2020 has presented. Grateful
for friends and spiritual leadership HTLC provides.
• Everywhere I look I see our Lord’s presence with blessings in all parts of my life.
• In the friendship and fellowship in my brothers and sisters of HTLC and the Peninsula Multifaith
Coalition, and our service to the community.
• It helps me keep my focus on what is important. I am thankful for the support Holy Trinity gives
to the various charities for those in need.
• Every news day is God’s gift!
If you have yet to pledge for 2021, use this online link to register your support for Holy Trinity and
the work we do for each other and for the community: https://forms.gle/BCXQB6XdxekjxCkz9
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March Council Highlights
• Accepted the January Treasurer’s report showing general income of $13,535 ($18,816 monthly average
is needed to meet our annual budget), and expenses of $15,488 ($1,974 under budget) for a monthly
operational deficit of $1,953.
• Appointed Doug Southard as the Council representative to the Endowment Committee and Gail
Blomstrom as the representative to the Audit Committee.
• Accepted a clarification of our property insurance so that the parsonage is shown as a separately
covered building. While easing payment of any future claims we may have, the clarification will result in
a $100 per month increase in our insurance premiums.
• Received an update from the Sabbatical Committee. Pastor Serrano is eligible for a sabbatical next
year. The committee is working on an application to the Lilly Foundation for a grant to help cover the
cost to Pastor Serrano and to the congregation of the sabbatical. Central to the application is a detailed
program of congregational activities during the sabbatical period as well as Pastor Serrano’s plans for
his time.
• Discussed the disposition of the 2020 budget surplus. The surplus was generated by the faithful
contributions of our members, a lowered budget in the face of 2019 financial concerns, reduction in
spending even the lowered budget items due to the pandemic, and forgivable loans from the federal
government. While virtually 100 percent guaranteed to be forgiven, the loans technically still need to be
paid back. The council consensus was to wait until the loan forgiveness is completed, we understand
our annual income, we examine deferred expenses from 2019/20, and we better comprehend
community needs before a decision is made.
SPREAD HOPE: Sandwiches for Street Life
Ministries
We are partnering with Peninsula Covenant
Church, Redwood City, to provide 30 peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches for distribution with prayer
services and hot meals for homeless people.
Several dates each month are available.
March 2 —Rick Gilmore
March 16 —Volunteers needed
March 30—Schmuckal Family
Supplies are brought to you
and sandwiches are picked
up the next day. Contact
Barbara
Padilla(padillabarbara49@gmail.com)
Thank you to Pam and Greg Bohlmann and John McDowell,
and Leroy & Barbara Padilla.
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Unity Lutheran Church, South San Francisco, Sponsors Free Community Lunch
Pastor John Kuehner, and his wife Francie, along with their congregation have sponsored a
free community lunch on the third Saturday of each month, since early 2020, serving neighbors
nearby. The 40 lunches were prepared as a sit down meal with an entrée, salad, vegetable, and
dessert. While the pandemic forced them to temporarily stop for safety protocols, they have begun
again serving a ‘meal to go’, assembling the items for pick up at noontime. Word was spread that
food was available again, and it is a great outreach!! Some members are now funding the lunches
due to safety restrictions limiting serving. A second blessing evolved by using this funding to
purchase complete meals from local restaurants in SSF, thus helping those businesses in these
difficult economic times.
I asked Francie how we may assist; and she asked for home baked cookies! Lori and Mackenzie
Friedman baked chocolate chip cookies to be bagged with others as the dessert on Saturday,
February 20th. Unity also has a Food Pantry with staple items. Holy Trinity could deliver supplies
with a Thrivent Action Project. As a Thrivent member can you help out? Contact Barbara Padilla or
John McDowell.

Donations supported the lunches on
2/20 prepared by Moonstar Chinese
Restaurant. Scarves are made by Unity
members.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE DURING LENT
We received this thank you note from Amy Wing and Heather Donatini from BumbleBee
Foundation(www.bumblebeefoundation.org) for our 2020 Benevolence Fund donation. The girl is
Gardenia, age 10, with Leukemia, and is doing really well. She, and other pediatric cancer patients and
families, receive support from BumbleBee for rent, groceries, and medical needs. All children enjoy special
attention and celebrations when it comes time for their birthday. BumbleBee provides BEEday cards for
the birthdays of these children that include a $25 Amazon or $25 Target gift card. Children happily
choose something they “wished for” and parents are excited for them! View this link to see their program
when they gathered in 2019.
https://youtu.be/ErD_JY0nWWw

CONTRIBUTE TO OUR GOAL COLLECTION: 30 $25 AMAZON OR TARGET GIFT CARDS OR
DONATE FUNDS TO HOLY TRINITY(marked “BEEday cards”) by mail/drop
off by March 28

PALM SUNDAY March 28 and EASTER SUNDAY April 4

---

Food collections for Samaritan House ---

Food insecurity remains one of the greatest needs for our community now.
During March, please plan your shopping to include a donation of prepackaged
food items such as rice, beans, beans, canned tuna, chicken, soups, pasta,
canned fruit, as well as hygiene items such as hand sanitizer, hand soap, or Lysol spray. Drop off bags into
boxes in the breezeway or donate funds to Holy Trinity for shopping. If you can help deliver to Samaritan
House, contact John McDowell or Barbara Padilla.
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March

Sunday: Adult Forum @ 9:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95096649914?
pwd=QXN3WFRKNFJPaFZNYm1TaUx
5TXdjdz09

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!

Meeting ID: 950 9664 9914
Password: 051908

03/01
03/02
03/03
03/05
03/06
03/07
03/08
03/10
03/13
03/13
03/14
03/18
03/25
03/25
03/28
03/28

Call in 1(669)900-6833

Sunday: Zoom Coffee Hour 11:15am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98572335433?
pwd=N2I0VXJlbVYyeW4xVEM0eGFCS
mtWQT09
Meeting ID: 985 7233 5433
Password: 020345
Call In +1(669)900-6833

Pastoral Office Hour: Thursdays @
11:00am

Oliver Baker
Elisa Baker
Andrea Reiser
Ralph Knauth
Liam Ding
Laura Jane Young
Anita Reimann
Peter Schmuckal
Jack Wiessinger
Maddie Wiessinger
Alexander Ding
Gabriele Knauth
Benjamin Ledwith
Grace Ledwith
Navid Tofigh
Steve Webb

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95145893636?
pwd=L0dMclJjOE1qbjBxdFp3NUE1eTFiUT09
Meeting ID: 951 4589 3636
Password: 002499

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

Call In 1(669)900-6833

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

Morning Prayer on HTLC
Facebook Live @7am

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

Monday and Wednesday
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We have worship online through our website at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at 10:30am on
Sundays. If you are having trouble accessing our worship services online, please contact Pastor
Josh and he’ll do his best to help you out!

Confirmation Classes (Zoom) | 5:30-6:30pm
March 14, 21
April 18
May 2

Christ in our Home: Is in the
church office! Contact Pastor Josh if you
would like him to send you one.

There are many publications that will keep you informed about what is going on in the
Lutheran World.
Here are a few!
Gather Magazine!
https://www.gathermagazine.org/getgather/
Living Lutheran!
https://www.livinglutheran.org/

2021 Holy Trinity Council
John McDowell, President
Erin Andrews, Vice President
Doug Southard, Secretary
Chris Kidwell
Gail Blomstrom
Jeremy Emken
John Schornstein

Sunday, March 14 |Daylight Savings Set clocks forward 1 hour
on Saturday evening.

!7

STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................ Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Choir……………………..Anita Reimann, Peter Schmuckal
Education/Sunday School……………………………………
Endowment ................. James Reimann, John McDowell
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Outreach &Evangelism…………………..Gary Wiessinger
Secretary……………………………………..Doug Southard
Social Concerns…………………………….Barbara Padilla
Stewardship……………………………………………………
Treasurer ………………………………………Petra Gilmore
Vice President …………………………………..Erin Fischer
Worship & Music……………………………………Erik Vorhes
Youth……………………………………………Lori Friedman
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and doing God’s work in the
community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental
ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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