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My fiancée loves puns. It’s considered the lowest form of humor but I have to say she has really
influenced me since we started dating. Sometimes I have delivered puns and didn’t even mean to!
Around this time last year I told you during announcements to, “Come get your ash in church.” By the
way our Ash Wednesday service is on March 6th at 7pm. Last week I gave an announcement about our
Thursday Bible study. I said, “Come and learn about all the Johns in the Bible.” On both occasions the
laughter was truly glorious. What can I say? Sometimes I’m punny.
This year, as we enter the Lenten journey, I hope that you recall the simple things in life. Pray, spend
time with family, be extravagant in your love, remember that life is short, and enjoy the humor where
you can find it.
Peace,
Pr. Josh

Sunday, March 10th
Daylight Savings Begins
Remember to set clocks forward 1
hour on Saturday evening.
See you at church!

Council Highlights for February
1. The 2019 Council Representative to the
Endowment Committee is Doug Southard for
one more year.
2. The Council elected three members to the
Audit Committee who are Bob Beuthel,
Christine Segerhammar, and Council
Representative Barbara Padilla. Our Audit for
2018 is March 1, 2019.

March 6, Ash Wednesday Service
7:00 pm

3. The Stewardship Campaign is accepting
and acknowledging pledges for 2019. Thanks
to all who have pledged! If not done already,
please prayerfully consider adding your
pledge to support our work and budget.
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Out with cold, in with the Windex
With the recent Oscars program, the 1984 cinematic
classic of Beverly Hills Cop comes to mind showcasing
the upbeat tune from Glenn Frey, “The Heat is
On” (that was a stretch for “current events connect the
dots”). Special thanks to Leroy for shepherding the
quick furnace repair!
If you want to tackle some much smaller repairs, spruce up the church, or put your green thumb to good use,
please join us on Saturday, April 6 from 8:00 AM to Noon for the annual SPRING SPARKLE. We really
need your help as we prepare for our
Easter celebration. Please sign up in the
breezeway for this important activity to
keep our church in tip-top shape. To get
you in the sparkling frame of mind, test
your wits and enjoy the crossword puzzle
below.

Social Concerns Ministry Report for February
Thank you letters for our 2018 Benevolence Giving keep arriving in our mail here at Holy Trinity!
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary sent a letter thanking us for our recent gift of $1077.39.
“You are one of the pillars of our ministry! This is a wonder to behold!”
They thanked us for our partnership with them for the future work for the seminary.
Also, December 31st marked a full five years since PLTS has been part of California Lutheran
University, and as such, we are supporting their students and course as well. They are excited for
the opportunities this donation can offer in the new year and new semester ahead.
Holy Trinity continues to reach out and strengthen the lives of many others!
Barbara Padilla
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Giving All Year
At the Annual Meeting, the Stewardship Team asked this question:
What can YOU do to support the 2019 budget, and help eliminate the monthly disparity between the budget
and giving?
The challenge of operating with a deficit budget and relying solely on a deficit reduction campaign in December is
not healthy and everyone is encouraged to insure giving keeps pace with expenditures throughout the year. To
provide the congregation with accurate information regarding its finances throughout the year, the following chart
will appear regularly in Topics.
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This chart shows the monthly
relationship between the
Budget Goal, Giving and
Expenses. The Budget Goal
is the annual budget divided by
12 months, and is meant only
as a guide since expenses will
vary from month to month.
Giving and Expenses show
the total amount of General
Fund in each category for the
month. Any difference
indicates a deficit.

What can you do? - Consider Simply Giving

Simply Giving is Holy Trinity’s auto-pay system that insures consistent monthly giving. If you’d like to get more
information and/or sign up, contact Petra Gilmore. (treasurer@sancarloshtlc.org)
Food for Thought: Abundance vs. Scarcity
(by Rev. David Loleng - exerpts from Luther Seminary Stewardship
series)

“And my God will meet all your needs
according to the riches of his glory in

No greater theme has led stewardship talk in the past
Christ Jesus.
generation than that of “abundance vs. scarcity.”
Our culture has convinced us that abundant life is about
Philippians 4:19
getting more - more of anything that can be better, newer, faster,
and in our hands sooner. The anxious urge to “consume now and
“…. and be content with what you
pay later” is fed by a sense of scarcity. Advertising preys on these
have…”
fears; the average person in the USA is bombarded by over 4,000
advertisements each day. Ads often work by implying our lives are
Hebrews 13:5
inadequate and unfulfilled, illustrating that we somehow need
every excess we want. This ubiquitous consumerism is
diametrically opposed to the abundant life Jesus reveals (John
10:10).
Having a sufficiency mindset can lead us to live more simply, to
experience more contentment, to live with greater gratitude and
generosity, to re-calibrate our lives to what God desires, and to use our
resources for God’s purposes, and by extension, the common good.
As Lynne Twist writes: “There is a principle of sufficiency, and it is as
follows: When you let go of trying to get more of what you don’t really
need, which is what we are all trying to get more of, it frees up
immense energy to make a difference with what you have…to be
known for what we allocate rather than what we accumulate.”
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Epiphany 2019
One of the challenges of serving in the Russian Lutheran Church is the use here of an older lectionary; it is based on
a six-year cycle and each Sunday has a single, designated “preaching text.” This year during Epiphany, on the
Sunday when we celebrate Jesus's baptism, the text was from the book of Joshua (3:5-11,17) - the story of the
chosen people crossing the Jordan. Joshua is a book of the Bible that
many of us might tend to avoid. For modern readers it raises
uncomfortable questions about the connection between faith and
violence; even more significantly in my context, the book's dominant
image of conquest of land brings to mind current disputes between
Russia and its neighbors. Yet, if one can look beyond or through these
difficulties, the text can be helpful on another level. As the Pentateuch
closes, God has brought the people out of slavery. The time under
Moses’s leadership was filled with much that was positive – manna in
the desert, pillars of cloud and flame for navigation, commandments for
the guidance of everyday living, and God's direct conversation with
the people through their leader. But now, after Moses's death, a new Every body of water becomes "the Jordan" for
Eastern Orthodox Christians as they jump in the
era has arrived; God forms relationships differently.
frigid water on the day of Christ's Baptism.

There are some disappointments that come with this change, certainly; sometimes it seems preferable to go back to
the old way. Yet in a new time there are also new horizons, new hopes, a new vision for the future. The Russian
Lutheran Church has a history that can find parallels with the history of the chosen people. They, too, were an ethnic
minority (Germans, mostly, but also Finns and Estonians and Latvians) in a land (the Russian Empire) that viewed
their presence as something positive...until they didn't. Then these minority peoples were a problem, a threat. While
they did not know slavery as such, the labor camps where they were sent caused much suffering; they were torn
from their homes, their places of worship were closed or destroyed, and thousands upon thousands died. Then times
changed again. And while there may not have been a single, individual Moses for Russian Lutherans, there were a
great many leaders, most of whom came from abroad, who helped guide the church as it was first emerging from
what was a kind of slavery under the Communist regime. These “moses” took the church quite far...but not yet into
the promised land. For the church to go further, to really become a Russian Lutheran church (and not just ethnic
minorities practicing their faith on Russian soil), they would need new leaders.
And now the Russian Lutheran church is at that stage of settling the land. In doing so there is no trace of an invasion
mentality – their neighbors, after all, are not enemies. And just as many Old Testament scholars today would say that
the chosen people coming into the Promised Land had a lot to do with winning over hearts and minds to the values
and faith of the Hebrew people, so, too, Lutherans spread the Gospel here through word and action, convincing
people of the power of the Good News through exemplary lives of faith. The book of Joshua has limited use insofar
as it speaks of taking faith into new territories, but other parts of Scripture provide metaphors that prove to be more
helpful; Russian Lutherans together with others in the former Soviet Union have the resurrection of our Lord at the
center of their thinking and their action. They have experienced a death, and now catch glimpses of new life.
Our Lutheran churches in Russia and in the United States were never called to become dominant in the political and
religious landscapes of our respective countries. But we the baptized are called to enter a new era, trusting in the
Lord's guidance; putting aside disappointments and taking note of all the little epiphanies that have a place both in
this season and throughout the year, we continue on our common journey of faith, striving onward (even through
death) to the resurrection that awaits.

Your brother in Christ,
Bradn
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During Wednesdays in Lent we will be participating in the Peninsula Multi Faith
Coalition!
Wednesday, March 13
Congregation Beth Jacob, Redwood City
Wednesday, March 20
Island United Church, Foster City
Wednesday, March 27
Congregational Church of Belmont
Wednesday, April 3rd
Mercy Center, Burlingame
Wednesday, April 10
TBD
Each talk will be followed by a light soup supper (vegetarian and gluten free diets
honored). We will be meeting at the host location at 6pm. It should end around 8pm.
Please contact Pastor Josh if you want to arrange a ride!
PMC HONORED BY JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL
The Peninsula Multifaith Coalition, of which HTLC is a member, has been awarded the Jewish
Community Relations Council's Tom Lantos Memorial Humanitarian Award "For exemplary
interfaith bridge building and community service. With its enormously successful Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service, the Coalition sets the bar for interfaith tikken olam (acts of kindness to
perfect or repair the world)." The Award was made at the JCRC's annual event in San
Francisco on February 27. Receiving the Award on behalf of the PMC were PMC co-founders
Rev. Kristi Denham of the Congregational Church of Belmont and Dick Heiman of Peninsula
Temple Beth El in San Mateo and current PMC President Pastor Connie Winter-Eulberg of St.
Andrew's Lutheran in San Mateo.
Lenten Donation for Street Life Ministries, Redwood City
For San Mateo County, homelessness numbers are greatest in our neighboring city of Redwood City.
Street Life Ministries serves the homeless community each week with a prayer service and warm meals
on the street. One constant need is for clean white socks and gloves to protect hands and feet. The
Social Concerns Ministry Team is asking that you focus on the donation of white socks and gloves(all
sizes and colors) during Lent. Collection bins will be in the breezeway, and I will deliver our collection
to them during Holy Week.
As one member says, “Let us serve others as God’s Hands and Feet” to support Street Life
Ministries while they provide for those struggling to survive. Or consider making a monetary donation to
this drive in our Offering. Questions? Contact Barbara Padilla.
God’s blessings during our Holy Season of Lent!
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Book Study on March 9th, 8:00 am
Join us for some food, fellowship and good conversation!
All men welcome!

March
BIRTHDAYS

Pancake Tuesday
March 5 | Beilstein Hall | 6:30 pm

Do you love having breakfast for
dinner? Come on down for
pancakes and other breakfast
foods!We are raising funds for Mt.
Cross!

Thoughts on
Thursday
March 28, at 12:30 pm
@ Beilstein Hall

Lydia Circle (Women of the ELCA)
Tuesday, March 19th, 12:30 pm
Lillian Pogreba's Suite, Brookdale Home in Redwood City.
We're studying Session 3 "Friends for life in Christ"
in the
Gospel of John. The study can be found in March
Gather
magazine starting on pg 24. It is best to review the
chapters referenced before the meeting but if time does not permit, try
the two pages listed as "Leader guide" on pg. 30 -31!!! So, bring a
sandwich, your Bible and Gather and join us. Light refreshments are
available. All women of HT are invited to join us. All HTLC Women are
always welcome. (Just give us a call 650-591-5151)

A birthday is God’s reminder
to enjoy life. May your
birthday be a day of
celebration!

3/1 Oliver Baker
3/2 Elisa Baker
3/3 Andrea Reiser
3/5 Ralph Knauth
3/6 Liam Ding
3/7 Laura Jane Young
3/8 Anita Reimann
3/10 Peter Schmuckal
3/13 Lisa Telfer
Jack Wiessinger
Maddie Wiessinger
3/14 Alexander Ding
3/18 Gaby Knauth
3/28 Steve Webb
Navid Tofigh
ANNIVERSARY WISHES!
God Bless you as you
celebrate your years
together!
Hubert & Maria Rodenberg
3/14/1953
Len & Erin Fischer
3/17/2004
John & Karen Schornstein
3/21/1992
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Worship Leaders

3/3

3/10

3/17

3/24

3/31

Assisting
Minister

Randy Friedman

Gary Wiessinger

Randy Friedman

Kemp Segerhammar

Erik Vorhes

Lector

Youth

Lynn GarbeRecknagel

Cathy Bready

Doug Southard

Erik Vorhes

Acolyte
Sacristan

Cameron Martin

Zora Vorhes

Anna Friedman

Hannah Meier

Cole Baker

Karen Schornstein

Barbara Richards

Vivian Southard

Pamela Bohlmann

Pamela Bohlmann

Greeter

Lynn GarbeRecknagel

Peter Meier

Cathy Bready

open

Anni Wunderlich

Sound
Operator

James Reimann

Bob Beuthel

John McDowell

Leroy Padilla

open

Coffee Host

Julianne Fredericks

Lisa Kersten

Cathy Bready

Anita Reimann

Counters

Lisa Telfer John
McDowell

Mary Webb TBD

Ushers

open

Greg Bohlmann

Dick Rescho

kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Organist/
Pianist
Trumpet
Nursery

Gary & Hillary
wiessinger
Greg Bohlmann
Andrea Reiser
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Chris Kidwell & Lisa
Kersten
Leroy Padilla John
Schornstein

Mary Webb TBD
Greg Bohlmann

STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... Barbara Padilla
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .................................………….. Dick Rescho
Stewardship ..............................................Barbara Richards
Secretary ...................................................... Doug Southard
Social Concerns ...........Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Buildings & Grounds .................Bob Beuthel, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Congregation Life .................................Pamela Bohlmann
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment .......................Cathy Bready, John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am

!8

