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I am so grateful that we have
begun to meet in person! As we
begin to put this pandemic in the
rear view we will be gathering
even outside of Sunday morning!
Holy Conversations is a book that some in our
congregation have studied together before the
pandemic. This book helps us to think through
how to talk about our faiths and look for entry
points to share with others. Those who did the
book study have said that it really helped and
they are happy to have been part of it.
I’d like to get this book study started in late
August or early September. Hopefully by then we
will all feel comfortable meeting in person regularly. A minimum of 5 folks is needed to make
this book group work. If you have any questions or would like to see the book beforehand
please contact me!
Peace,
Pr. Josh
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President’s Report

As I write this 80 percent of eligible San Mateo County residents have received
at least one dose of vaccine. On Sunday, May 23 we began worshipping again
as a family of God together inside our sanctuary. Thanks to the God-given skill,
creativity, and work of scientists, production staff, medical workers, and volunteers the danger
is passing – the specter of COVID-19 fades!
As the psalmist says in Psalm 38 (4-5, 11-12):
Sing praise to the Lord,
all his faithful people!
Remember what the Holy One has done,
and give him thanks!
His anger lasts only a moment,
his goodness for a lifetime.
Tears may flow in the night,
but joy comes in the morning.
You have changed my sadness into a joyful dance;
you have taken away my sorrow
and surrounded me with joy.
So I will not be silent;
I will sing praise to you.
Lord, you are my God;
I will give you thanks forever.
In celebration of our ability to be together, Pastor Josh and I have resumed in-person weekly
meetings for coffee and conversation. We encourage you to join us every Monday at 11:00
a.m. in Fina’s Café, 665 Laurel Street, San Carlos (next to the Toss and across from J&M
Hobby). We’ll discuss a little church business, a little theology, a little life, a little news of the
day, and whatever else comes up. Stop on by!
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Our delivery of products with Thrivent Team Project funds to Francie and John’s home.

Community lunch at Unity Church on May
15th!
Our beautifully stocked pantry – thank you!!
And we gave away several items yesterday.
Few church members prepping the lunches.
Handed out about 25 lunches.. each got a
Famous Amos and water of course! People A HANDWRITTEN THANK YOU NOTE
also chose a few items from the pantry as
FROM UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
well.
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Thank you to Pam and Greg Bohlmann, and Leroy and Barbara Padilla for preparing
sandwiches this past month!
Volunteers needed for Tuesdays in June—
June 1, June 8, June 15, June 22, June 29.
Contact Barbara Padilla. (padillabarbara49@gmail.com)
Congratulations to the Winners!!👏 🎉
Thank you to everyone who donated funds, food,
and toiletries to the Food Pantry at Unity
Lutheran. Our drawing had five winners: Patricia
Kipp, Lynn Garbe-Recknagel,
Mary Webb, Sharon Kipp, and Pastor Josh. Prizes
were gift certificates to local Mexican
restaurants(Mama Coco and La Hacienda) and
Costco cards.
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We have a wonderful opportunity to co-sponsor the internship of Rachel
San Diego. Rachel is a queer, Filipina-American, PLTS seminarian
student. She grew up in Foster City and Belmont. Although Rachel was
not raised in the ELCA, she has lived a life of spiritual service that has
taken her around the world. This spiritual service brought her to Alaska
to work on preventing violence by power and control within the
community through a Domestic Violence Organization. During this time,
she found a spiritual home in Pastor Kaitlin Pablo-Eulberg’s ELCA
congregation. It was at this time that Rachel discerned her call to
ministry in the ELCA. Pastor Kaitlin did her internship with Holy Trinity
and it seems fitting that our connection with Pr. Kaitlin also leads to our
support of Rachel.
Since that time, Rachel has returned to the Bay Area, joined St. Andrews in San
Mateo. She has completed her Master of Divinity degree at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Berkeley. Now as she prepares for her internship year, she
is hopeful that other congregations may walk alongside her to make her internship
joyfully possible.
Rachel has shared that as a queer, woman of Color working within church ministry
has been difficult and mentally, physically, spiritually, and emotionally painful at times
for her. Though many congregations are welcoming towards people of diverse
identities, they are not always inclusive and may unknowingly and knowingly allow
systemic racism and homophobia to arise. As a future pastor Rachel hopes to share
the good news of the gospel through hope and grace and invite people to lovingly
and inclusively be in community and in ministry with people of diverse identities.
As a woman of Color, Rachel has advocated to do an internship and learn from the supervision of a pastor of Color.
The good news is that PLTS has found a congregation in Seattle where Rachel can learn how to pastor from the
supervision of another woman of Color. The difficult part is finding the full funding to make this possible. Previously,
many seminarians of Color who have advocated and chosen to do internships with pastors of Color have ended up not
being able to raise enough money. Which resulted in their internship being cancelled partially through the year or the
seminarian of Color had to accept a lower stipend than their White seminarian classmates. Currently Rachel’s
internship still has a funding gap. Even with the financial support from the Seattle congregation, PLTS, our own Sierra
Pacific synod, and the Northwest Washington synod, there is a gap
of about $5,000-15,000. To help fill this funding gap, we are seeking
total donations at Holy Trinity of at least $5,000.
Please prayerfully consider if you would like to help in this effort to
support Rachel. If so, make a donation to Holy Trinity with the note
to designate for “Rachel’s Internship.” We will be collecting
donations through the end of July. We believe that supporting
Rachel’s internship is in line with our mission and our goals to
welcome all people, serve one another and the world, and be an

anti-racist congregation.
If you have any questions, please contact Greg Bohlmann or Pastor
Josh.
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Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

06/03
06/08
06/08
06/09
06/12
06/13
06/15
06/22
06/24
06/25
06/27
06/28
06/29
06/29
06/30

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

There are many publications that will keep
you informed about what is going on in the
Lutheran World.
Here are a few!
Gather Magazine!
https://www.gathermagazine.org/
getgather/
Living Lutheran!
https://www.livinglutheran.org/

We have worship online through our
website at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at
10:30am on Sundays. If you are having
trouble accessing our worship services
online, please contact Pastor Josh and
he’ll do his best to help you out!

Morning Prayer on HTLC
Facebook Live @7am
Monday and Wednesday
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Hillary Wiessinger
Sven Knauth
Karl Rasche
Bob Young
Barbara Padilla
Kirk Henne
Maria Rodenberg
Lance Webb
Erik Kersten
Gordon Svendsen
Sue Davis
Eloiza Meier
Petra Gilmore
James Tofigh
Adar Emken
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Dear HTLC family!
As we continue to meet indoors we are asking that you use Sign Up Genius to volunteer! We
are looking for lectors, assisting ministers, sound operator, and ushers.
This is a little different than the way it was done before so we are going to be doing this for
the summer and maybe going into the future. In order to sign up please click the link below
where you will be directed to Sign Up Genius where you can sign up to volunteer!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4af2ba1fec07-sunday
Unfortunately, for the first few weeks we will not someone in the nursery or have coffee hour
after worship.
Please don't hesitate to contact me if you are having issues signing up!
Peace,
Pr. Josh
May Council Highlights
•Received the Treasurer’s report showing $21.065 in April donations. Donations to date are
$71,177 which are $4,088 under budget. Expenses to date are $72,023 which are $3,241
under budget.
•Agreed to increase the janitorial schedule during the Whiz Bots summer camp. The increased
expenses will be covered by the rent paid by the summer camp.
•Approved the invoice for our 2019/20 audit and finding and eagerly await the Audit
Committee’s final report.
•Enthusiastically supported Gregg Bohlmann’s request to encourage support for Rachel San
Diego, and Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary student who needs financial help to complete
her internship to graduate and become a candidate for ordination.
•Requested congregational support for celebrating our 75th anniversary in 2022.
Congregational members are needed to plan and implement any programs we may have. If you
feel called to participate, please contact John McDowell at johnmcd@hotmail.com.
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................ Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Choir……………………..Anita Reimann, Peter Schmuckal
Education/Sunday School……………………………………
Endowment ................. James Reimann, John McDowell
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Outreach &Evangelism…………………..Gary Wiessinger
Secretary……………………………………..Doug Southard
Social Concerns…………………………….Barbara Padilla
Stewardship……………………………………………………
Treasurer ………………………………………Petra Gilmore
Vice President …………………………………..Erin Fischer
Worship & Music……………………………………Erik Vorhes
Youth……………………………………………Lori Friedman
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and doing God’s work in the
community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental
ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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