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My Dear Family of God,
I miss your presence. I miss seeing you all every Sunday and sporadically through the
week. I miss the small conversations and the big ones that take place at coffee hour
and when you stop by the office. It’s hard to shelter in place. It is hard to not be
together in person. What would be worse, is for us to be together and spread the virus
to each other.
My hope is that you remember that staying home is an act of love. It is the best way
that we can care for our neighbor. Staying home, even though some restrictions have
been relaxed, is the way that we can ensure that we don’t spread the virus to others
and that we don’t contract it ourselves.
We will be having a town-hall on June 4th at 7pm to talk about when we will re-start inperson worship. I want to hear your ideas and when you are willing to return.
Beginning on June 14th we will no longer being doing collaborate worship with Unity
and Good Shepherd Lutheran. I have valued greatly working with such great pastors
and we have left the option on the table to do it again, if we find doing online worship
separately is too much. We will be asking you to help with online worship by recording
yourself reading scripture, leading the prayers of intercession, or singing a hymn/
playing a piece of music. It will be good to see your faces again serving in worship!
Please feel free to reach out to me anytime.
Peace,
Pr. Joshua Serrano
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
June 2020 Trinity Topics
President’s Column

“Some Good News” is the name of actor John Krasinski’s YouTube show highlighting good news
during the coronavirus crisis, but it could just as easily be the title of this month’s column, because
we have some good news!
During April you supported Holy Trinity by generously donating to our operating fund, ensuring that
we can keep our employees and contractors employed as we negotiate the Shelter in Place orders
from our county the state. Moreover, our congregation’s applications for the federal Economic
Injury Disaster Loan and the Paycheck Protection Program were approved. All of this means we’ll
have financial breathing room as we move into the summer months.
With our immediate financial needs taken care of, we can focus more on how each of us can take
care of our congregational members and how we address our remaining security situation. And, it
allows us to look toward the future when we can meet in-person again. We’ll have some great
opportunities to reimagine what our life together will look like, including the possibility of outdoor
services in the parking lot, continued online prayer, worship, and group meetings, as well as new
ways we can support our neighbors in need.
One way we can begin to think about how to seize the opportunities before us is to understand our
own individual Generosity Style and how that applies to our life together. I urge you to take the
Generosity Expressions Assessment from Thrivent (and the follow up Seven Day Challenge) to
determine which of the five styles is your preferred style of generosity.
Once you understand your style, you’ll be better able to see how you can help Holy Trinity live out
its mission in the new era of pandemic response. Take the assessment and find out more about the
five styles here: https://www.generosityexpressions.com.
And if you have good news of your own, post it to our Facebook group so we can all share in it!
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Breaking down barriers with backpacks
The Family Giving Tree’s annual Back-to-School drive was launched in 1995 with the goal of
closing the educational gap for in-need K-12 students. New backpacks full of essential, gradeappropriate school supplies are collected and delivered to Bay Area students, most of them also
qualifying for the Free and Reduced Lunch Meal Program, via Bay Area schools and agencies.
In 2019 alone, 41,648 backpacks were distributed through 257 partner schools and agencies.
However, this generous donation figure represents about only 11% of the total need as there
are nearly 350,000 students in the Bay Area alone that qualify to receive a backpack. We still
need to do more.
HOW

CAN

YOU

HELP? JUNE AND JULY 2020

DUE AT CHURCH JULY 26

** CONTACT hwiessinger@gmail.com TO CHOOSE A GRADE LEVEL TAG TO PURCHASE A
BACKPACK AND THE LISTED SUPPLIES.
**DONATE FUNDS TO HOLY TRINITY (MEMO NOTE: FOR BACKPACKS)
WE KNOW THAT SCHOOL REOPENINGS AND SCHEDULING REMAIN UNKNOWN, BUT
THE NEED WILL BE GREATER THAN EVER!!

May Church Council Highlights
•Received the good news that our congregation generously donated $25,008 to our general fund and that
federal government approved us for an Economic Injury Disaster Loan and a Paycheck Protection
Program loan
•Approved the Social Concerns Ministry Team April income benevolence distribution recommendations of
$500 to the One Life Counseling Center “Feed San Carlos” program and $750 to the Rock Point Lutheran
Mission for their COVID-19 response in the Navajo Nation.
•Approved continuing employment of staff and contractors through August, at which time our financial
situation will be reviewed.
•Authorized Judge (Ret.) Doug Southard to speak with the parties involved in the criminal case against
Paul Michaelson to urge that any plea bargain contain restitution for Holy Trinity and counseling
requirements for Paul. The council also authorized engaging Peter Meier’s firm of Paul Hastings on a
pro-bono basis to advance our civil claims if the plea bargain does not result in outcome acceptable to
Holy Trinity.
•Accepted an update from the Outreach and Evangelism Ministry Team on its activities and plans.
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Congratulations Dr Alex Ding! Graduated
with his MBA from Wharton
School, University of Pennsylvania.

Bianca’s graduation with her
parents and fiancé Bryan
Michael Yates. Very proud!

Callie Reimann, graduating
from San Mateo High School.

Cam’s graduating from Sequoia
High School.

Zora Vorhes 8th Grade San
Carlos Charter.
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In her book What Every Russian Knows (and You Don't) Olga Fedina dedicates a whole chapter to
The Twelve Chairs, a satirical novel (later successfully adapted to film in the USSR...and in America
by Mel Brooks!) that provides not only many laughs (always a rarity to be valued in this place!), but
also significant insight into the mindset of those who grew up in the Soviet Union. The swindler Ostap
Bender is the (anti?)hero of the work, and a number of his witty comments became part of the
cultural code here. One of these famous sayings is “the ice has broken, ladies and gentlemen of the
jury!” Bender utters this phrase at the start of one
of his new schemes; in the wider culture it has
come to mean that something new has finally
begun after a period of stagnation and
uncertainty. Of course it was clear that new
initiatives are not universally welcomed, and not
every idea will turn out to be a good one, as
Bender’s exploits show. Yet, on the whole the
expression is one that points to hope and a
certain optimism. As we stepped into 2020 it
seemed that “the ice has broken!” would be an
appropriate catch phrase for mission in the
Russian church. Many seeds of ideas that had
been ripening throughout the years were about to
mature and produce fruit. Or so it seemed. And
then we once again saw that our life experience backs up the wisdom of another famous catchphrase in Russia, “if
you want to make God laugh, tell Him about your plans.” It would have been wise if I had learned to expect what I
know from many years watching the ice floes on the Neva - as beautiful as the breaking up of ice can be , just
because things have started moving doesn’t mean that they won’t get frozen up again. But now here we are in May,
and much seems to indicate that our ministry, like the surface of a river, has frozen in place. A number of important
initiatives - a seminar to combat burnout for lay and ordained ministers, another for leaders of men’s ministries, yet
another for leaders of children’s ministries, transitioning to new leadership in Moscow and the Vladivostok, synod
council and a pastors’ meetings, etc. - have been put on hold or cancelled. Like other Christian communities
throughout the world, we are dealing with differing opinions about whether open or closed church buildings best
serve our neighbor; the lack of clear, consistent or trustworthy information erodes our confidence that the decisions
we make are in line with good discipleship.
At the same time, despite all this uncertainty, a sense of frozeness is only superficial, for there is
much that is moving. The virus is moving, of course. As is the “infodemic” that is accompanying the
pandemic. But that is not all. The Spirit is certainly moving, too, forging new channels when the old
ones have been blocked off. We are not meeting together, but these force majeure circumstances are
finally helping us to use instruments of technology that will serve us well long after the COVID19
crisis is over. We are finding more time for Bible study and prayer, and we are coming to a deeper
sense of the significance and importance of being together (a feeling that, if harnessed properly, will
strengthen our central commitments in the long term).
“The ice has broken” in some of your congregations now, and you are able to meet again. With social
distancing. Perhaps without singing. Or Holy Communion. Certainly without the sharing of the peace. In this sense
spring will come and the last ice will leave the river significantly later in Russian than where you are. In the meantime
we will have weeks still of feeling frozen, unsure and rather helpless. In the meantime, though, I am confident that
the movement of the Spirit will continue, and I look forward with hope that we will be more attuned to it as we go with
the “floe.”
Your brother in Christ, Bradn
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June

Sunday: Adult Forum @ 9:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95096649914?
pwd=QXN3WFRKNFJPaFZNYm1TaUx5TXdjdz09
Meeting ID: 950 9664 9914
Password: 051908
Call in 1(669)900-6833
Sunday: Zoom Coffee Hour 11:15am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98572335433?
pwd=N2I0VXJlbVYyeW4xVEM0eGFCSmtWQT09
Meeting ID: 985 7233 5433
Password: 020345
Call In +1(669)900-6833

Pastoral Office Hour: Thursdays @
11:00am

T

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!
06/03 Hillary Wiessinger
06/08 Sven Knauth
06/08 Karl Rasche
06/09 Bob Young
06/12 Barbara Padilla
06/13 Kirk Henne
06/14 Erik Vorhes
06/15 Maria Rodenberg
06/22 Lance Webb
06/24 Erik Kersten
06/25 Gordon Svendsen
06/27 Sue Davis
06/28 Eloiza Meier
06/29 Petra Gilmore
06/30 James Tofigh

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95145893636?
pwd=L0dMclJjOE1qbjBxdFp3NUE1eTFiU
T09

The City of San Carlos is planning a flag raising
ceremony to celebrate inclusivity. Pastor Josh has
been invited to be present at this ceremony.
Because of the Shelter in Place order the city has
invited a select few to join and are asking the rest
to view through Facebook their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/scparksandrec/

Meeting ID: 951 4589 3636
Password: 002499

It will take place on Friday, June 5th at 2pm. You
are welcome to join it online!

Call In 1(669)900-6833
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Sweet Success for Street Life Ministries
The socks and briefs were gathered, money
donations collected, and along with the pledges
for Blocks for Socks on April 239( with live
video on Facebook by Pastor Josh) have been a
BIG success for Street Life Ministries, Redwood
City. Pastor Josh completed 30 laps(about 8
miles) around the blocks of our campus!
Thrivent Financial helped us also by the Action
Team Project approval thus supporting us with $250. The total donated amounts are 398 pairs
of socks, 138 pairs of boxer briefs, and 75 tee shirts from our Thrivent partners.
Thank you everyone for your help!! Items were delivered on Wednesday, May 20, to their corner lot
on Middlefield/Cassia. That evening, individual meals were given to one participant at a time, along
with hygiene kits; clothing donations were to begin this week. Thank you John for volunteering to
stay and serve that evening!

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos
Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDjq64tPizNwz9Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

Vicky Lanzone receives our donations in
Redwood City
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .....................................…………..Erin Fischer
Stewardship ............................................................................
Secretary ......................................................Gail Blomstrom
Social Concerns .......................................... Barbara Padilla
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment ................................................ John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
Education/Sunday School....................................................
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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