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Dear Holy Trinity community,
I’m thrilled to be joining you for the next four months as your interim
pastor during Pastor Josh’s sabbatical. I look forward to getting to
know each of you and learning about the many ways that the HTLC
community is a witness to God’s love in the world.
I was born and raised in the East Bay and my love for the Bay Area runs deep. I
received a BA from Macalester College in St. Paul, MN, and an MDiv from Union
Theological Seminary in the City of New York. After studying for a year at Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS) in Berkeley, I completed my pastoral internship
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile and served a small congregation in
Santiago. Before and during seminary, I worked as a legal assistant and translator for
an immigration law firm, and I am passionate about immigrant and refugee rights.
My first call was as Director of Admission at PLTS, and I served there until September
2021, accompanying people discerning a call to ministry and theological education.
My husband Chris and I live with our two year old son Isaiah in El Cerrito. Since last
September I have been a stay-at-home parent during the week and supply preaching
on the weekends.
I’m excited for our ministry together, thank you for welcoming me and my family!
In Christ,
Pastor Sara
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Hello!
We recently held our last council meeting with Pr. Josh until October (!)
and I’m so excited for the journey that he and his family will be on for his
sabbatical, as well as our journey here as we remember, reclaim,
rejoice!
Thank you to Pr. Josh for all you’ve done to set
us on an awesome path during sabbatical. We
promise to give you space to truly unplug and
have a time of renewal!
The council started to create a list of some of
the upcoming events, there's so much to keep
track of! We'll be filling in the details as dates
draw near.
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

June 4: Emergency preparedness fair
June 5: Pr. Josh sendoff, welcome Pr.
Sara, Pentecost
June-Sept: Remember & reclaim,
organized by mutual ministry with prior
parish students
July: Service activity
August: Meal
August: Service project for New Creation Home
August: Blessing of the backpacks
August: College student send-off
September 25: Farewell to Pr. Sara
October 2: Welcome back Pr. Josh
October 9: Blessing of the animals
October: Community ice cream social
October: 75th anniversary dinner, sabbatical slide show
December 18: Carols & Cookies
December 24: Candlelight service

Please let me know which of these sound appealing to you, or sign up in the narthex,
as we're seeking assistance for a few of them!
Best wishes,
Lori Friedman, your council president
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Looking forward to seeing you all on June 5th,
welcoming Pastor Sara, and sending off Pastor
Josh. Please remember to pick up your Flat Josh
and carry him on your own adventures this
summer. Flat Josh is a sticker and you can peel
him off and stick him anywhere you like or he can live
on his stick. As he joins us on our adventures Pr. Josh will have a flat
congregational laminated photo of all of us. If you would like a digital
copy for yourself, please reach out to Jeremy or Claudia and we can send it to you.

HTLC will be providing a community day of service on June 4th.
There will be hands only CPR/AED training and disaster
preparedness classes provided by the Red Cross as well as other
demonstrations and booths from Fire Department, CERT and other
community leaders. Contact Sandy Frojelin(sfrojelin@comcast.net)
to sign up or for questions.
Save the date
Saturday, June 4th. 9am - 4pm.

May 2022 Council Highlights
HTLC 75th Anniversary kick-off lunch was a success, with around 40 people in
•
attendance - thanks to Ralph, Gaby, Randy, Lori, Dick, and Lisa
The contact information for Pr. Sara Schultz (interim June-Sept) was shared with
•
council
Approved benevolence distributions of $500 each to San Francisco Night Ministry and
•
Street Life Ministries
Appreciation to Jeremy for training volunteers on sound, or camera streaming - more
•
volunteers will be welcomed!
Donations of $3,125 for Ukraine (via Lutheran Disaster Response) were given through
•
lent and Easter
Treasurer's report noted that for January through April receipts are ~$12k under
•
budget, however expenses are ~$4k under budget
Our first service event of the summer is Saturday June 4 Emergency preparedness fair
•
- See Sandy for sign-up or volunteer to assist!
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The 75th anniversary celebration kick-off
lunch was held May 15th in Beilstein Hall.
Thanks to Ralph and Gaby Knauth, Randy
and Lori Friedman, Dick Rescho and Lisa
Kerstin for the wonderful meal and cake
they provided. About 40 people attended
and enjoyed the visiting!
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Remembering Our Former Teaching Parish Students
As part of Holy Trinity’s 75th anniversary celebration, we remember, reclaim and rejoice a
variety of ministries that have been part of Holy Trinity. Hosting and training teaching parish
students from PLTS was one of these ministries. Over the
past 20 years, Holy Trinity has hosted seven teaching
parish students and played an important role in formation
of their pastoral identities and development of
competencies for rostered ministry. Our former teaching
parish students now serve in a variety leadership positions
throughout the Lutheran church.
During the next few months we will be connecting with several former teaching parish
students to hear their ministry stories. The first will be Pastor Bradn Buerkle who was with
us in 1998-99. After completing seminary at PLTS, Pastor Bradn served the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Russia. Holy Trinity supported him in that mission. Earlier this year
Pastor Bradn left Russia for Germany. We will be connecting with Bradn by Zoom and will
provide details so you may participate. He is pictured on the left presiding at an installation
service in Russia.
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June
BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!
06/03
06/08
06/08
06/09
06/12
06/13
06/15
06/22
06/24
06/25
06/27
06/28
06/29
06/29
06/30

Hillary Wiessinger
Sven Knauth
Karl Rasche
Bob Young
Barbara Padilla
Kirk Henne
Maria Rodenberg
Lance Webb
Erik Kersten
Gordon Svendsen
Sue Davis
Eloiza Meier
Petra Gilmore
James Tofigh
Adar Emken
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75th Anniversary Celebration Service Project
For our August service project, HTLC members will be
creating welcome kits for new residents of the New
Creation Home in East Palo Alto. This ministry has been
serving the community for over 20 years providing a “safe
and loving home for young at-risk pregnant and parenting
mothers and their children. Each mother receives onsite
case management designed to teach and encourage longterm independence.” Additionally, New Creations offers lifeskill coaching workshops for both the residents and parents
from the surrounding neighborhood. Inspiring stories can
be found by going to the website:
www.newcreationhome.org.
The Women of ELCA Bible Study Group at Holy Trinity have
been supporting this ministry for several years through their
annual donations.
Mothers entering the program are given a welcome kit
intended to help establish a fresh start. These kits include
sheets, a comforter, basic toiletries, towels, a robe, slippers,
and a Target gift card. Their babies also receive welcome
kits that include crib sheets, wipes, and diapers. These are
the kits that we will be donating. As part of these kits,
we will also include handmade (knitted or crocheted)
baby hats and children’s books. Anyone interested in
making and donating hats for these kits, please talk to Chris
Kidwell for more details.
August 28th HTLC will be assembling the kits following the
service, but over the summer we will be collecting items
and knitting/crocheting hats. We would like to receive
donations of items by July 31st, so that we are ready to
assemble the kits in August. There will be further
information regarding this project and a donation sign-up
sheet posted in the Narthex.
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Congratulations on your Confirmation.
May God in all His goodness bless this
special day.
Sydney Martin, Ethan Meier, Logan Baker.

Thank you to all who contributed to our
Breakfast Foods and Cereals collection for
Samaritan House in San Mateo. Everyone needs
nutritious meals to start their days, and sustain
them in these difficult times. More than $130
was donated to do more shopping for needed
items.
May you be healed as you participate in the
healing of others! Many thanks! Barbara Padilla
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator ....................................Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
President ......................................................... Lori Friedman
Buildings & Grounds...............G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Choir……………………..Anita Reimann, Peter Schmuckal
Education/Sunday School……………………………………
Endowment ............................................... John McDowell
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Financial Secretary ...................................Mary Webb
Secretary……………………………………..Doug Southard
Social Concerns……..Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Stewardship…………………………………………………….
Treasurer ………………………………………Petra Gilmore
Vice President …………………………… John Schornstein
Worship & Music…………………………….Anita Reimann
Youth……………………………………………Lori Friedman

All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and doing God’s work in the
community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental
ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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