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“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest
time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let
us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of
faith.” (Galatians 6:9-10)
I can feel myself fighting against the “new normal.” I want to go out and
be around people. I want to visit people in their homes and share a meal
with them. Most of all, I want us to gather in-person as a community of
faith to share God’s Word and Sacraments together. But, at the moment,
this is not the world in which we find ourselves.
What is the right thing to do right now? This question keeps popping up
in conversations and when I’m alone with my own thoughts, which
happens a lot more nowadays. One thing our council decided to do was
not to hold in-person worship for the month of July. With the most recent
upticks in Covid-19 cases in California, it seems like this was the right
thing to do.
You are in good company if you find yourself asking this same question. I
think there are very basic same things we can do that is right.
1.Stay home as much as possible.
2.When out, wear a mask and keep 6 feet away from other people.
3.Wash your hands often!
4.Look for opportunities to help others.
The World Health Organization just said living with virus is the new
normal. We can get weary with what is happening right now. We can get
weary of doing what we know we should be doing. Don’t give up! We are
in this together.
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
July 2020 Trinity Topics
President’s Column
This month we say goodbye to two of our own, the Dings and the
Schemper-Vorhes families as they move on to new adventures across the
country. We’ve also moved to online communion via Zoom with all of us
taking part together while still apart. At the same time, we’re seeing
upheavals in local towns and cities around the nation in support of Black
Lives Matter and a continuation of the economic dislocations brought about
by the COVID crisis. Change is all around us, in our families, our jobs, our
worship, and our communities.
Change can be hard to accept. Change necessarily means a loss of what
we had, and we grieve that loss even if eventually our situation becomes
better. Change in the church can be even harder, as many of us have
strong emotional attachments to the place, the people, and the process of
worship. But as Ecclesiastes 3: 1 reminds us, “To everything there is a
season, and a time for every purpose under the heaven…”
Coming out of the COVID crisis will be a time of deep change for Holy
Trinity. We will have lost several families while gaining none. We will be
relying on fewer and larger donations to keep us financially afloat. The
number of children attending church will diminish while our seniors will stay
away from fear of catching the disease. We won’t be able to sing,
physically pass the Peace of Christ, or fellowship after church once we
begin worshiping in person. These are just some of the changes we will
navigate together.
Now is the time for us to face these changes. Now is the time for us to
think through our response. Will we, individually and as a congregation,
evangelize our neighbors and bring them to church? Will we look to
partner with other Lutheran congregations near us, in both ministry and
worship? Will we discern what the best us of our property is for God’s work
here on the Peninsula?
Those before us built our congregation, our campus, and our community.
In response to the changes all around us, it will be our duty to continue
their work in new and different ways. Those of a certain age will remember
how David Bowie addressed this in song, “Ch-ch-changes, (Turn and face
the strange), Ch-ch-changes, (Just gonna have to be a different man).”
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Backpack drive 2020 is going strong. If you donated by sending the church a check I am using
that money to buy 8 backpacks and fill them. I also posted the drive in the facebook group “San
Carlos families give back” and all the tags have been distributed plus more. I think I might get
65 backpacks! If you want a tag please email me at hwiessinger@hotmail.com. All backpacks
need to be on my porch by July 26th. The kids will check them and the we will deliver them on
August 1st. Thank you.
Hillary Wiessinger
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Hi Everyone!
Here is the link to RSVP to come say goodbye in person to the Ding and Schemper-Vorhes
families on Sunday, July 12.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A4DA4AD29A57-goodbye
Due to current coronavirus recommendations, we are having people sign up for a specific 15
minute time frame. Within that time frame we will have up to 5 or 6 household groups lined up
to each have a chance to have a couple of minutes with each family. Your whole household can
come under a single signup slot (just put your last name in there). We plan to have a
designated entry and exit path from the parking lot to the patio, and ask that you wear a mask.
Since this is our first time trying to see each other, please do not hang out in the parking lot
afterward to talk to friends! I know it’ll be hard!
Contact Pastor Josh or Anita Reimann with any questions.

June Church Council Highlights
Learned the results of the congregation survey and Townhall on COVID-19.
Voted to keep worshipping online and review the decision at the next council
meeting.
•Decided to keep our space closed to use by outside groups and review
the decision at the next council meeting.
•Celebrated that HTLC was honored by the San Carlos City Council with a
Proclamation for our inclusiveness. Pastor Josh represented HTLC at the
Pride flag raising ceremony at City Hall.
•Received the Treasurer’s report which showed that our congregation is
continuing its generosity. Donations in May were $18,533 which is just
shy of our $18,709 budgeted income. In addition, the church received a
$21,020 Paycheck Protection Program loan from the federal government.
Both this loan and our $4,000 Economic Injury Disaster Loan will be
forgiven if we meet certain conditions, which we plan to do.
•Instructed the Human Resources Committee to draft a contract for our
bookkeeper which will be acted on at our next meeting.
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Mini Prayer Shawl Update
We are all more than ready to gather with family and friends in homes and in our church buildings! And we
also look forward to gathering as the Sierra Pacific Synod in assembly on our rescheduled dates,
whenever they are. We will do our usual business there but a major part as you well know is the election of
a new bishop.
The Bishop Election Committee (BEC) is working on various aspects of the overall process and prays for it
to be one that is unified and Spirit led. To guide the voting members in prayer and discernment, we plan to
provide mini-prayer shawls for each person. These mini-shawls will be made by folks around the synod
who pray during their creation that each member is blessed and fully open to the Spirit’s guidance. The
shawls would also be a unifier as we gather to pray prior to each ballot. And they will go home with
members in their brief cases, pockets, or purses as a reminder of the prayers of unknown sisters and
brothers in Christ, and can be used during their own times for prayer and devotions.
And so, we are asking all knitters and crochet-ers to wash their hands, grab their needles and
hooks, gather up their yarn, and create mini prayer shawls roughly 6” by 3”. We will need about 600
total! As your fingers are at work, please pray for God’s blessings upon the recipient of your creation and
that they receive the gift of spiritual discernment.
Please send your mini-shawls to All Saints Lutheran Church, 2 San Marin Dr., Novato CA 94945 by
July 15. They will then be distributed from there to the various Assembly meeting sites.
**Drop off shawls to Pastor at church, and I will mail them altogether to All Saints Church**
Thank you for your dedicated work on
this project.
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July

Sunday: Adult Forum @ 9:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95096649914?
pwd=QXN3WFRKNFJPaFZNYm1TaUx5TXdjdz09
Meeting ID: 950 9664 9914
Password: 051908
Call in 1(669)900-6833
Sunday: Zoom Coffee Hour 11:15am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98572335433?
pwd=N2I0VXJlbVYyeW4xVEM0eGFCSmtWQT09
Meeting ID: 985 7233 5433
Password: 020345
Call In +1(669)900-6833

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!
07/01
07/01
07/03
07/06
07/09
07/10
07/14
07/14
07/18
07/19
07/21
07/21
07/29

G. Ray Martin
Zoe Reimann
Janet Hillhouse
Doug Southard
Tuhina Rasche
Rita Zamacona
Lisa Porter
James Reimann
Linda Ledwith
Lauren Henne
Jessica Bready
Dick Rescho
Pamela Bohlmann

Pastoral Office Hour: Thursdays @
11:00am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95145893636?
pwd=L0dMclJjOE1qbjBxdFp3NUE1eTFiU
T09

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

Meeting ID: 951 4589 3636
Password: 002499

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

Call In 1(669)900-6833

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos

Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDjq64tPizNwz9Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5
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Christ in Our Home
For the July edition If you
want a copy we can mail it
to you. Just e-mail me and
let me know.
office@sancarloshtlc.org
Thank you, Claudia.
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .....................................…………..Erin Fischer
Stewardship ............................................................................
Secretary ......................................................Gail Blomstrom
Social Concerns .......................................... Barbara Padilla
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment ................................................ John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
Education/Sunday School....................................................
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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