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July 2019

Brinley and Eliana Emken

May your child's Baptism be just the start of a life filled with
blessings. Best wishes. Congratulations on your Baptism.
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Mr. & Mrs. Serrano
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Giving All Year
At the Annual Meeting, the Stewardship Team asked this question:
What can YOU do to support the 2019 budget, and help eliminate the monthly disparity between the budget
and giving?

(Figures based on the May Treasurer’s Report received at the June 11 Council meeting)
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It is critical to keep current with giving during the summer months!
How are we doing? Numbers at a
This chart show the monthly
relationship between the Budget
Goal, Giving and Expenses. The
Budget Goal is the annual
budget divided by 12 months,
and is meant only as a guide
since expenses will vary from
month to month.

Budget Goal
Year-To-Date
Giving
$81,576

Budget

May

Difference

$95,715

-$14,139

Giving

Budget

$14,824

Being good stewards beyond our earthly life . . .
Marion and Duane McDowell continue to serve as examples of their good
stewardship through their donor advised fund at InFaith
Community Foundation. Their legacy of giving continues
beyond their passings. Beginning in 2018, and continuing
annually for approximately the next twenty years, Holy
Trinity will receive a distribution from their family fund. The
Council, in communication with John, voted to have that
distribution assist in paying off the loan for the sanctuary
and grounds renewal.
Have you considered including Holy Trinity as part of your estate
planning?

Difference

$19,143

-$4,319

News Flash!

Watch for more
information

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we
give.” Winston Churchill
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Courses for Lay Preachers –
God and Creation (Ufa);
Scripture (Northern Caucasus)
The first half of the year has provided me with two opportunities to lead
courses in European Russia from our curriculum for lay preachers. Seminar
President Anton Tikhomirov and I have now made it an annual tradition to
visit Ufa (in the south near the Ural mountains) for a week in February. As
usual, the participants showed a high level of knowledge and motivation,
and they tackled difficult questions - such as the nature of God and how to
think about theology and science – with enthusiasm. Most of the courses for
preachers are very much focused on practical questions related to everyday
ministry, but there is a time and place for deep thinking, too! The next in our series – Scripture – will provide many
opportunities to work with the main «textbook» of the Christian faith. The congregations in southwestern Russia
started their cycle of courses earlier, and in this sense are ahead of their brothers and sisters further to the east.
However, these congregations have been given less attention
throughout the years, and they capacity for studies is not as well
developed. That said, the short seminar I led there earlier this
week on the Bible was a success insofar as participants have a
hunger to grow and to be in fellowship. The knowledge they
gained for ministry, the time their families spent with one another,
and the mutual support they felt from each other, from their area
dean, Sergei Maramzin and from the wider church (of which I was
the representative) will be of great use to them personally and to
the congregations of which they are members.

Prayer Requests
The ELCUSFE will be entering a new stage of its development in
the near future as its main financial sponsor – the Hannover
Church - changes its approach to providing financial assistance.
This change, which will take effect in early 2021, is the cause of
great anxiety. Please pray for wisdom and creative thinking as the Siberian church takes this important step towards
becoming self-supporting. In addition I would ask for your prayers for the St. Mark Lutheran in Magadan. We have
determined that it is necessary to sell their apartment, which has become too expensive to maintain. There appears
to be a buyer, and the sale-date is scheduled for early July. Please pray for the Spirit to guide those of us
responsible for this process, and for the congregation as we explore together ways to maintain their spiritual life
without a building.

The basics....
I am a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America serving through
the Evangelical Lutheran Mission of Lower Saxony (ELM) in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Russia, where I am in charge of an educational program
entitled “Equipping for Service.” I am also temporarily serving as the Dean of the
Russian Far East. I maintain relationships with partners (individuals and
congregations) in the U.S. and in Germany; if you have any questions for me, please
feel free to write to me at: bradnbuerkle@gmail.com. You can learn more about the
church here on the site with news articles that I have translated: elcrosnews.blogspot.com.
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Treasurer’s General Fund Report – April 2019
INCOME
Giving
Expenses
April
$22,918
$22,993
Year-to-Date
$66,752
$74,192
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Difference
-$75
-$8,440

This month we received $178 in Thrivent Donations.
We have spent $2,381 under our annual budget.
Please keep current with your regular giving. Thank you.
Petra Gilmore, Treasurer
MAMMA MIA!
The musical of the story
telling magic of ABBA’s
timeless songs is coming to
Redwood City Community
Theatre. HTLC’s own Josh
Frojelin will be one of the lead
dancers for this amazing
show. Come see Josh in his
performance and enjoy this
fun musical. Show dates are
August 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25.
See www.rwctheatre.org for
more information and tickets.

Family Giving Tree Backpack
Drive is back!!
I am picking up the tags on June
6th. All backpacks need to be
returned by July 21st and
delivered on August 1st.
Options:
Donate money- - we will shop for
you!
Buy a backpack only that is NOT red or blue. Pick up a tag and
do it all! please email hwiessinger@hotmail.com with question.

Council Highlights
1. Approved the recommendation to apply 90% of the McDowell Family Trust 2019 Bequest to
the loan payoff, and 10% to the Benevolence funds.
2. Approved the recommendation to distribute the remaining Spring Forth Benevolence
Fund($14,325) to the Mt. Cross Capital Campaign.
3. Authorized Doug Southard to present to the Endowment Committee, for their approval, the
withdrawal of the 2019 Endowment Distribution into the Building Fund for the carpet
replacement.
4. Approved Doug Southard’s recommendation to accept the proposal bid by JPK
Solutions(Jim Kiely) for the Beilstein Hall carpet replacement work to be done in August
2019.
5. Approved the motion to authorize Petra Gilmore to request Mission Investment Fund for the
final amount.
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Pruned Pile Chainsaw Effect!
One thing leads to another…
A hit song by new wave rock band The Fixx in the early
‘80s (when MTV actually played music videos) and the
theme for this month’s activities. Last month’s
parsonage work identified a couple trees requiring some
overdue attention this month. Additional pruning has identified other
things like limbs pushing on the fence that will keep us busy this summer. PMC MEETING Monday,
AUGUST 5, 7:00 pm
Fortunately, a $10 garage sale chain saw makes quick work of the brush
For those who are interested
pile created from the limbs.
in attending a meeting of the

Hopiyauma Benally at Navajo Christian
Preparatory Academy, Rock Point ,
Arizona.
We sponsored Hopiyauma as a Kindergarten
student this past year at school. To engage
more with him, Holy Trinity can send clothing
items and books to him for his birthday in July.
We have also received approval for a Thrivent
Action Team Project.
Please consider donating a clothing item to
send for our birthday gifts: Sandals and
Athletic shoes size 12 1/2, Shorts, Short
Sleeve Shirt size 7, knit cap. He loves
snakes, football, and his favorite color is red.
Luncheon and items due back July 14th.
Contact: Barbara Padilla.

Lydia Circle (Women of the ELCA)
Tuesday, July 23, 12:30 pm
Lillian Pogreba's Suite, Brookdale Home in
Redwood City
(Please note 4th Tuesday). We continue our summer Bible
Study (Book of Esther) in the July/August Gather magazine.
Session two : Helping our voices bloom, page 20. Please
bring a sandwich, your Bible and Gather. Tea and light
refreshments are available. Come join us for a time of
fellowship and lively discussion.
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Peninsula Multifaith
Coalition, at the
Congregational Church of
Belmont, 751 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Belmont. Questions?
Contact Dick Rescho

July
BIRTHDAYS
7/1 G. Ray Martin
7/1 Zoe Reimann
7/3 Janet Hillhouse
7/6 Doug Southard
7/9 Tuhina Rasche
7/10 Rita Zamacona
7/14 Lisa Porter
7/14 James Reimann
7/19 Lauren Henne
7/21 Jessica Bready
7/21 Dick Rescho
7/29 Pamela Bohlmann

ANNIVERSARY
WISHES!
God Bless you as you
celebrate your years
together!
Lisa & Brian Kersten
7/16/1985
Michelle & John Rohrer
7/26/1997
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Worship Leaders

7/7

7/14

7/21

7/28

Assisting
Minister

Erik Vorhes

Anita Reimann

Kemp
Segerhammar

Lori Friedman

Lector

Lori Friedman

Lynn GarbeRecknagel

open

Greg Bohlmann

Acolyte

Zora Vorhes

Lori Friedman

Cole Baker

open

Sacristan

Pamela Bohlmann

Barbara Richards

Vivian Southard

Karen Schornstein

Greeter

open

Andrea Reiser

Cathy Bready

open

Sound Operator

John Schornstein

James Reimann

John Schornstein

open

Coffee Host

Lori & Randy
Friedman

Len & Erin Fischer

Lisa Kersten

Cathy Bready

Counters

Lisa Telfer/John
McDowell

Mary Webb /John
Schornstein

Mary Webb/
Andrea Reiser

Chris Kidwell/Lisa
Kersten

Ushers

Leroy Padilla

Greg Bohlmann

John Schornstein

Dick Rescho John
McDowell

Organist/
Pianist

Kai Lin

Kai Lin

Kai Lin

Kai Lin

Trumpet

Peter Schmuckal

Peter Schmuckal

Peter Schmuckal

Peter Schmuckal

Nursery

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... Barbara Padilla
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .................................………….. Dick Rescho
Stewardship .......................................................Bob Beuthel
Secretary ......................................................Gail Blomstrom
Social Concerns ...........Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment ................................................ John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
Education/Sunday School ........................Erica Schemper
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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