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Happy New Year!
I have a fun idea for us as a congregation. This year I plan meeting with everyone in the
congregation individually or as families. My hope is that we can continue the conversation that
was started in the stewardship campaign when I asked how you felt you could grow in your faith.
I’d like to know what your walk with Jesus means to you. I’d love to hear what you consider your
own spiritual practices and maybe help you recognize some of the things you are already doing.
Finally, I hope to encourage you to continue to grow in this Christian faith that we share. My
hope and prayer is that this year will be a year of spiritual growth for us. Will you join me on this
journey?
Blessings,
Pastor Joshua

Save the Dates
Ministry Team chairs , please
submit annual reports by
January 11th.
following service
January 27, 2019
Budget Preview Meeting
February 3rd, 2019
Annual Congregational Meeting
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If at first, you don’t succeed…
In the Fall, we received a surprise and rare visit from a city Fire & Safety Inspector. While we
did well in several categories, there were some items that required attention – exit sign path
identification, backup power for a few exit signs and emergency lights, missing maximum
occupancy signs, proper identification of furnace and electrical rooms, fire extinguisher
mounting, and verification of smoke detector backup function. Since these did not pose an
immediate safety concern and most of these would be considered “housekeeping” or
“equipment upgrade”, the Inspector would give us time for addressing these issues. Buildings
& Grounds was able to complete most of the work very effectively and cost efficiently (thanks
to Amazon having hard to find batteries and a good deal on emergency lights). A professional
electrician was required to solve a wiring problem for some downstairs exit lights. After all of
the repair work was completed, the Inspector returned in early December to review the open
items and gave us a passing grade! So … try, try again.
G. Ray Martin

Council Highlights:

May today there be peace within
By St. Teresa of Avila

1. Annual Ministry Team and
Committee Reports are due in the
office by January 11, 2019.

May you trust God that you are exactly where you
are meant to be. May you not forget the infinite
possibilities that are born of faith. May you use
those gifts that you have received, and pass on
the love that has been given to you…
May you be content knowing that you are a child
of God…Let this presence settle into your bones,
and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance,
praise, and love. It is there for each and every
one of us.
Quoted from She Walks in Beauty A Woman’s
Journey through Poems. Caroline Kennedy

2. The average monthly receipts to
meet the budget are $18,229 and
$19,860 was received in November.
We are asking and praying for
strong giving in December to lower
our deficit.
3. The Annual Review for Pastor
Joshua will be held on January 11,
2019 with the Executive
Committee.
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2019 Pledging Campaign
The Stewardship Team agreed to employ a fresh approach to the 2019 pledge campaign. They agreed
the traditional pledging campaign in November fell short in driving the budget , and that a new approach
was in order. The Team decided to take a three month approach:
November focused on a personal faith assessment. Each Sunday, Pastor threaded his sermon
around a question and he asked the
congregation to provide written responses.
The questions and a small sampling of
responses follow:
1. “What do I get from church?”

2. “What do I give to the church?”

3. “Do I belong in this church?” - feeling
welcome; people (and God) greeting me; being asked to serve the church and community;
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday
4. “How can I grow in this church?” - giving more money, spending more time involved in Bible
study either personal or in groups, sharing their faith stories, being more helpful, loving
others, practicing forgiveness and gratitude.
December was devoted to providing information regarding the
2018 budget deficit and encouraging strong December giving to
close the gap between expenses and giving. It was also a time
when members were asked prayerfully to consider a 10%
increase in giving for 2019. Please begin your increased giving in
January.

January begins Epiphany and the stewardship theme for the month is “Celebrate Epiphany as a
Season of Giving”. As we enter Epiphany let us focus on gratitude, making our new pledges in the
context of celebrating a full year of ministry. Let’s remember with thanksgiving all
that the Spirit led us to do in mission and ministry, then look forward to the new
things God is doing. By kicking off the campaign in Epiphany, there is a strong
connection between the Magi bringing gifts for Jesus and our own efforts to give
God the very best of ourselves.
Prior to making your pledge on February 3, prayerfully review and consider the
budget to be voted on at the Annual Meeting that same day. How will you
support Holy Trinity’s ministry?
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Christmas presents are arriving! Samaritan House Family to Family Sharing!

2018 Samaritan House Family
Sharing
This year we provided gifts for 4 local
families including 7 adults and 15
children. Gifts were collected, sorted,
and delivered on December 22-23.
Thank you all for your support for
them. A special Thank You to Hillary
Wiessinger for organizing everything.
Barbara Padilla.
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Thank You For A Generous Christmas Potluck !
My heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended and volunteered for the Christmas Potluck Supper!
From the festive lights strung on the Christmas tree and on the ceiling, the beautiful decorated Hall ,
the bountiful display of delicious entrees, salads, desserts, drinks, the many helping hands for Set-up,
Clean-up, Heavy-lifting, and garbage-emptying, this was a joyful , merry event. And most of all, I am
grateful for the smiling faces of children and adults who filled our Hall. Many thanks!
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Where: Sneakers American
Grill. 650 Laurel st. San
Carlos.
When: January 30th,
7-9 pm
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ALTERNATE LIAISON NEEDED FOR PMC
We are represented at the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition by a
Liaison (Dick Rescho) and a Alternate Liaison. we need a
volunteer to serve as Alternate Liaison for the calendar year 2019.
The main purpose of having an alternate liaison is to insure
someone will be available to attend PMC meetings if the Liaison is
unable to attend. The function of the Alternate will be to work with
the Liaison, attend some of the PMC meetings, and help with
coordination of PMC activities with the HTLC congregation. If you
think you may be interested, contact Dick

Thoughts on Thursday

Come have a pint, Share
some food, and discuss the
Bible, theology, philosophy
and current events! Come
with questions and thoughts!
Let Pr. Josh know if you’re
coming!

V

January 17th, at 12:30 pm
Holy Trinity.

Book Study on January 8th, 8:00 am
Join us for some food, fellowship and good conversation!
All men welcome!

Lydia Circle (Women of the ELCA)

January
BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!
1 Eli Haas
2 Ian Schornstein
9 Heather Rodgers
14 Leah Meier
15 Bianca Balboni
16 Cameron Martin
Anni Wunderlich
19 Sydney Martin
Kemp Segerhammar
21 Lisa Kersten
25 Jo Mitchell

Tuesday, January 15th, 12:30 pm
Lillian Pogreba's Suite, Brookdale Home in
Redwood City.

Anniversary Wishes
God bless you as you
Lydia Circle (WELCA) The January Bible study can be found in Gather celebrate your years
magazine (issue Jan/Feb) on page 22. Study title, "Meeting With Jesus, together!
Session one: Come and see: Seeking and finding faith" will explore the
Gospel of John. Please bring your Bible, your Gather magazine, and a
light lunch. Beverages and refreshments are available. As always, our
Bible Study welcomes all HTLC Women. See you there in the New
Year!
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Worship Leaders
1/6
Assisting Minister

Erik Vorhes

1/13

1/20

1/27

Open
Lynn GarbeRecknagel

kemp Segerhammar

Randy Friedman

open

James Reinmann

Lector

open

Acolyte

Zora Vorhes

Hannah Meier

Cameron Martin

Cole Baker

Sacristan

Pamela Bohlmann

Barbara Richards

Vivian Southard

Karen Schornstein

Greeter

Lynn GarbeRecknagel

Andrea Reiser

Cathy Bready

open

Sound Operator

John Schornstein

open

Greg Bohlmann

Leroy Padilla

Lisa Kersten

Martin Blomstrom

Lisa Kersten

Greg Bohlmann
Andrea Reiser
Leroy Padilla John
Schornstein

Lisa Kersten Chris
Kidwell
Dick Rescho John
McDowell

Coffee Host
Counters

Lori & Randy
Friedman
Lisa Telfer John
McDowell

Mary Webb TBD

Ushers

open

Greg Bohlmann

Organist/Pianist

Kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

Trumpet

Peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

Nursery

Parent to stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... Barbara Padilla
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .................................………….. Dick Rescho
Stewardship ..............................................Barbara Richards
Secretary ...................................................... Doug Southard
Social Concerns ...........Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Buildings & Grounds .................Bob Beuthel, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Congregation Life .................................Pamela Bohlmann
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment .......................Cathy Bready, John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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