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Dear Holy Trinity Family,
This is not how I saw January going!
With the threats that were made to our congregation we have been working diligently on our
safety. We have had a security guard and new protocols for which doors we can enter. The
council is working on a camera system and getting emergency training for our congregation.
We are doing everything we can to keep you all safe.
This too shall pass. But let us not let it pass too quickly. How we are processing this trauma
to our congregation and how we talk about it with each other matters greatly. Rev. Erica
Schemper-Vorhes told a group of us that we don’t want this wound to heal too quickly or
else it might not heal well. In order to begin the healing process Erica has agreed to help
with a team of folks that will help brainstorm and think about how we as a congregation can
process this event and find ways in which we as a community can begin to think about
healing.
For the time being, I plan on updating you all weekly so that you can be kept in the loop with
everything.
I firmly believe that the God who has brought us this far together has not abandoned us to
this terrorist event. God is with us and no amount of persecution we face will separate us
from the love of God in Christ.
Please know that I am here to talk, to pray, or just to listen to anything you want to talk
about.
Sincerely,
Pastor Joshua Serrano
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A Memorial Service was held Saturday, January 18, 2020 for our long time member Ruby
Phillips.
Prayers, songs, and fond memories were offered by friends and other members. We hold her
family in prayer in Hayden, Idaho. A reception was held in Beilstein Hall where more stories
were shared of her dedicated work and faithful devotion to the SF 49ers Football team. Maybe
she can bless them from heaven with a Super Bowl win!

Sunday, February 23rd | Burning of Palms | Courtyard
As we prepare for Ash Wednesday and the Lenten season, all
worshipers are invited to bring their palm fronds from last year’s Palm/
Passion Sunday worship. We will burn the palms following worship in the
courtyard and use the ashes in our Ash Wednesday Service on February
26.
HTLC PARTICIPATES IN PMC MLK DAY OF SERVICE
Volunteers from Holy Trinity helped to make the annual Peninsula Multifaith Coalition
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service on Monday, January 20 a success! The day began
with breakfast at St. Bartholomew's Catholic Church in San Mateo, and then volunteers
spread out for several community service projects, including singing for the seniors at
the San Carlos Elms.

Kemp and Christine Segerhammar, Jennifer Borba, Barbara Padilla, and Lori Friedman
joined along with Dick Rescho to serve at St. Bartholomew Catholic Church in San
Mateo. Over 500 volunteers, including nearly half of those were children, worked at
various sites. Projects including singing at the Elms, hygiene kits for Life Moves, soup
mixes for the hungry, and tied fleece blankets. Outdoor projects at Huddart Park were
accomplished by the Wiessinger family.

Thank you all!
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Magi Brought Gifts to Honor Jesus . . . .
. . . . and Holy Trinity members brought gifts in December
to eliminate the 2019 deficit. As was shared at the January 26
Budget Meeting, over $62,000 was given that month to insure
the 2019 budget year ended in the black. While this is good
news, the trend of deficits in monthly giving vs. the expenses/
budget goal creates hardships on this congregation. As
Stewardship chair I urge members to consider two things:
1. Use Simply Giving, online banking or other regular means
to insure that monthly giving remains consistent;
2. Analyze your 2020 budget and determine how you can
increase/maintain your giving throughout the year to avoid a deficit budget.
I have appreciated serving on Stewardship for four years; three years supporting Barbara Richards’
leadership and one year as chair. It is my prayer that someone will discern the many ways our
stewardship impacts our lives and those of others, then step forward to fill this vacancy.
Bob Beuthel

February 2, 2020 – Celebrate Holy Trinity’s Stewardship in a “super” way at
the Annual Meeting on Super Bowl Sunday!
Immediately after service we will gather in Beilstein
Hall and:
• Enjoy Super Bowl snacks
• Hear the 2019 accomplishments
• Conduct Annual Meeting business
• Adopt a 2020 budget
• Turn in Pledge Cards to support the budget
• Have the opportunity to share our blessings by
contributing to a Super Bowl themed fundraiser
to support a Social Concern 2020 project.
All Super Bowl funds raised will support BumbleBee Foundation’s Patient Aid Program. Many
families of pediatric cancer patients must travel many miles for treatments and doctors’
appointments. The cost of gas is an additional burden so our funds will purchase gas cards for
the families.
You can also donate to this cause by supporting Holy Trinity’s Thrivent Action Team project and
donate online at this address:
https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/368296/detail?src=ProjectDetail&src=crowd-2w-wd-mail-171

Bring your completed pledge card for receipt at the annual meeting when
we adopt the 2020 budget.
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Join the fun while supporting the Patient Aid Fund of the Bumblebee Foundation to provide gas cards
towards transportation for the families of pediatric cancer patients.
Check out the Super Bowl Squares Poster in Beilstein Hall. Write your name in any available
square(s), Place your donation to HTLC ($5.00 per square) in the offering plate or give to Mary Webb or
Barbara Padilla. Square #'s will be drawn after the Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 2.
Final Score Winner – 1st Choice of Prize
Halftime Score Winner – 2nd Choice of Prize
1st Qtr Score Winner – 3rd Choice of Prize
3rd Quarter Winner – 4th Choice of Prize
If game is tied after 4th Qtr, Winner will have 2nd choice
& others will be moved down 1 choice
Remaining squares will be entered into a drawing for any additional prizes
ANNUAL GIVING STATEMENTS
We are going to (hopefully) utilize the e-mail function of our new Contributions software & send the annual
giving statements electronically to those who have e-mails listed in our database. If we don't have a valid email address, statements will be placed in the Narthex for pick up. You can contact Mary Webb
(mkwatclubwebb@aol.com or 650-888-0299).
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Dear Reverend Serrano,
I was so saddened to hear from Rev. Connie that
your church was threatened with violence this
week. What a horrific and unjust response to your
courageous, love-centered leadership. All of us at
Peninsula Temple Beth El are keeping your

I have heard of the recent vandalism and threats
directed at your life and ministry together. Please
know that you are in prayers in this difficult time.
May God protect and keep each and every one of
you.
Peace,
The Rev. Thomas Skillings
St Paul's, Burlingame.

church in mind, and pray for a day when we do
not fear hateful acts such as the ones your
community has suffered.
Please let us know if we can show up in specific
ways in the coming weeks to show support. I hope
to get to know you and partner together on more
uplifting terms in the months and years to come.

I saw your church in the news for difficult
reasons. While I don't know the truth behind
the story, I can imagine you all have some
tricky times ahead. Please know you all are
being prayed for in Minnesota.
Godspeed on this unfortunate journey,
Sean Johnson

Warmly, Rabbi Laura

Question/Comment: To my beloved HTLC
family...
I was baptized, confirmed and married in Holy
Trinity. We baptized our daughter there and
served on Council. My Mom and Dad helped
build the church and my Mom (Helen Barg) is
a living charter member. Needless to say,
HTLC is enormously special to me and my
family. I was shocked to learn about the
threat expressed to the church and its
members. Please know we stand with your
Pastor and support all HTLC represents in
the community and beyond.
Peace & Love,
Cindy & Bill Giller

Unity Lutheran Church in South San
Francisco, with Pastor John Kuehner,
sends their love and support to us.

Council Highlights
1. Gratefully acknowledged the very generous December 2019 giving!
2. Documentation and reports were presented on the two written threats of gun violence
against the Pastor and the congregation.
3. Timeline created for safety measures such as guards and a camera surveillance system.
4. Approved moving $10,000 from the General Fund to the Building Fund to be earmarked for
Security Measures.
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Save the Dates…
February 2nd, 2020
Annual Congregational Meeting

Book Study on February 8,
8:00 am
Join us for some food, fellowship and good
conversation!
All men welcome!

February 26 - Ash Wednesday Service
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 7:00 pm

Pancake Tuesday, February 25 | 6:30 pm in Beilstein Hall
Do you love having breakfast for dinner? Come on down for pancakes and other
breakfast foods!

Junior/High School Lunch Bunch| February 9
Junior & High School students are invited to have
lunch with Pr. Josh after church the first Sunday each
month thru the school year. You will walk to a nearby
location. Bring money for lunch! We also need another
adult to attend.

February
BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!
2/8
Cathy Bready
2/11 Jim Baker
2/13 Abram SchemperVorhes
2/18 Coke Stimmler
2/22 Debben Hoffer
2/23 Larry Richards

Lydia Circle (Women of the ELCA)
Tuesday, February 18, 12:30 pm
Lillian Pogreba's suite in Brookdale Senior Living,
Redwood City.

“Please bring your Bible, Gather
magazine, and lunch as we study God’s
word together. All women are invited to
join.”
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Worship Leaders

2/2

2/9

2/16

2/23

Assisting Minister

Gary Wiessinger

open

open

James Reimann

Lector

Doug Southard

open

Erik Vorhes

John McDowell

Acolyte

Zora Vorhes

Cole Baker

Jack Wiessinger

open

Sacristan

Pamela Bohlmann

Barbara Richards

Karen Schornstein

Vivian Southard

Greeter

Chris Kidwell

Ann Wunderlich

Cathy Bready

open

Sound Operator

Leroy Padilla

Greg Bohlmann

John Schornstein

open

Coffee Host

Gaby Knauth

Juliaane Frederick

Counters

John Schornstein/
John McDowell

TBD/Mary Webb

Greg Bohlmann/
Andrea Reiser

Chris Kidwell/Lisa
Kersten

Ushers

Greg Bohlmann

open

Leroy Padilla

Dick Rescho

Organist/Pianist

Kai Lin

Kai Lin

Kai Lin

Kai Lin

Trumpet

Peter Schmuckal

Peter Schmuckal

Peter Schmuckal

Peter Schmuckal

Emily Schmuckal

Emily Schmuckal

Emily Schmuckal

Percussionist
Nursery

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay
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Gary & Hillary
Wiessinger

Parent to Stay

Anita Reimann

Emily Schmuckal
Parent to Stay

STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... Barbara Padilla
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .................................………….. Dick Rescho
Stewardship .......................................................Bob Beuthel
Secretary ......................................................Gail Blomstrom
Social Concerns ...........Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment ................................................ John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
Education/Sunday School ........................Erica Schemper
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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