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Lent is a time in the church year for us to reflect on our own mortality, those
things that prevent us from experiencing new life, and to concentrate on the
enormity of God’s grace given to us in Jesus Christ.
I would like to invite you into the discipline of Lent as we continue to shelter in
place, wait in line for our vaccines, and hopefully return to some modicum of normalcy.
On Ash Wednesday (February 17th) we will be meeting through Zoom at 7pm.
You should be receiving in the mail a piece of cloth. Instead of receiving ashes on our
foreheads we will focus on another tradition: tearing our clothes. Come and learn what this
means!
We will also be meeting for mid-week worship during Lent at 7pm. The dates are:
February 24,
March 3, 10, 17, & 24
We are still holding out hope that we can meet in person for Easter. But that will depend on the
vaccine roll out and the count of covid cases in our county!
Here is the link for Ash Wednesday and Mid-Week Worship service.
https://zoom.us/join
You can also call in 1(669)900-6833
Meeting ID: 945 9040 3561
Passcode: 109630
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Trinity Topics
February 2021
President’s Report
Come and see! Pastor Josh recently preached on this passage from John 1:46 and it made me think,
just what is it that people see when they visit Holy Trinity in -person or online and meet our members?
Do they see Christians who welcome others no matter who they are, or do they see Christians who live
in an upper middle-class bubble and aren’t too sure about the single parent who drives Uber for a
living? Do they see Christians who can parse every phrase of a Bible verse but who don’t show up to
lend a hand when the grass needs mowing or food needs distributing?
When I grew up in Holy Trinity we sometimes sang “We Are One In The Spirit” written in 1966 by a
Catholic priest, with the refrain “And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love. Yes, they'll
know we are Christians by our love.” When people outside of Holy Trinity see us, will they know we
are Christians by our love?
Sometimes Christianity gets a bad rap, especially as it’s practiced on TV and the radio. Moreover, the
public pronouncements of some over the last several years have left many wondering if “Christian” is
just another name for a political ideology.
But if we practice what we preach, our love should be evident. It should be evident in how we treat
other people. It should be evident in how we attend to the daily business of our lives. It should be
evident in how we give a helping hand to those who need it.
In 2021 let’s issue the invitation to our friends and our neighbors to “Come and see!” And when they
come, and when they see, let’s make sure that they’ll know we are Christians not only by what we say,
but by what we do.
John McDowell
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PMC MLK DAY OF SERVICE | Day of Service on January 18.
Holy Trinity members joined with about 500 other volunteers to make the Peninsula Multifaith Coalition’s
9th Annual MLK Jr. Multi-faith Day of Service on January 18 a success, in spite of the pandemic.
Modifications of the usual service projects were made in order to maintaining social distancing and the
safety of the volunteers.
The opening ceremonies included virtual messages from U.S. Representative Jackie Speier and Pastor
Connie Winter-Eulberg of St. Andrew’s Lutheran, the PMC President.
Barbara Padilla joined in a service project with other volunteers crocheting and knitting baby hats for
Samaritan House. John McDowell joined with other volunteers, with each reading a portion of Martin
Luther King Jr’s Letter From the Birmingham Jail, in a virtual presentation. Dick Rescho joined in a project
of preparing and delivering to senior residence facilities including our neighbor The San Carlos Elms,
flowers, donated magazines and hand written and hand drawn greeting cards, many of which were made
by children.
Please see the accompanying photos! To see more photos, go to www.peninsulamultifaith.org and scroll
down to the Pictures & Video from 2021 MLK Jr. Day of Service.
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Volunteers cleaned along the Bay trails.

MLK Day of Service with PMC

Knitted and Crocheted
Baby Hats for
Samaritan House.

Masks were made.

Bags were decorated and filled with lunch meals.
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Leroy and Barbara Padilla completed and delivered sandwiches to Peninsula Covenant Church on
Jan 5th and 26th. Sandy Frojelin prepared sandwiches on Jan 19. We need volunteers to prepare
sandwiches on Feb 2nd, Feb 16th, and March 2nd. Contact Barbara
Padilla(padillabarbara49@gmail.com) to help make sandwiches for the homeless in Redwood City.
Supplies will be provided/delivered to your home and picked up the next day.

January Council Highlights
•Received the Treasurer’s report showing $248,319 in general donations for 2020. Of that amount, $25,020
was in forgivable federal loans. Total expenses were $216,093 which, due to the pandemic, were $8,420
under budget. Note that the approved budget for 2020 already had some cuts based on the average
monthly income in 2019.
•Appointed an ad hoc committee of Lori Friedman, Greg Bohlmann, Barbara Richards (Mutual Ministry
Team), and Erin Fischer (Council representative) to apply for a Lilly Foundation grant in support of Pastor
Serrano’s sabbatical in 2022. The application will include a specific plan for pastor’s sabbatical along with a
coordinated plan for congregational renewal during the sabbatical period (3-4 months).
•Authorized Treasurer Petra Gilmore to investigate, and if HTLC is eligible, apply for a second draw of our
Paycheck Protection Program pandemic relief forgivable federal loan.
•Thanked Sandy Frojelin and Dick Rescho for their hard work, leadership, and service on the Council. We
wished them Godspeed, the best of luck, and noted that this is not a goodbye but a “see you again.”
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February

Sunday: Adult Forum @ 9:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95096649914?
pwd=QXN3WFRKNFJPaFZNYm1TaUx
5TXdjdz09

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!

Meeting ID: 950 9664 9914
Password: 051908

02/08
02/11
02/13
02/18
02/22
02/23

Call in 1(669)900-6833

Cathy Bready
Jim Baker
Abram Schemper-Vorhes
Coke Stimmler
Debben Hoffer
Larry Richards

Sunday: Zoom Coffee Hour 11:15am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98572335433?
pwd=N2I0VXJlbVYyeW4xVEM0eGFCS
mtWQT09
Meeting ID: 985 7233 5433
Password: 020345
Call In +1(669)900-6833
Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos

Pastoral Office Hour: Thursdays @
11:00am

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95145893636?
pwd=L0dMclJjOE1qbjBxdFp3NUE1eTFiUT09

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

Meeting ID: 951 4589 3636
Password: 002499
Call In 1(669)900-6833

Morning Prayer on HTLC
Facebook Live @7am
Monday and Wednesday
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We have worship online through our website at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at 10:30am on
Sundays. If you are having trouble accessing our worship services online, please contact Pastor
Josh and he’ll do his best to help you out!

Confirmation Classes (Zoom) | 5:30-6:30pm
February 14,28
March 14, 21
April 18
May 2

Installation Ceremony for Council
Members/Officers:
February 7, 2021 (during church)

February 9
Executive Meeting: 10:00 am

New Office Hours
Monday
1pm-4pm
Tuesday
1pm-4pm
Wednesday 1pm-3pm
Thursday
1pm-3pm

February 16
Council Meeting: 7:00 pm

Rev. Ken Zabel has a new address.
If you remember him and are so
inclined, send him a card of well
wishes. Rev. Ken is advanced in
years and cards of support would be
appreciated.
Rev. Ken Zabel
15677 Southwest Oregon St. Room
148
Sherwood OR 97140

Christ in our Home: Is in the
church office! Contact Pastor Josh if you
would like him to send you one.
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .....................................…………..Erin Fischer
Stewardship ............................................................................
Secretary ...................................................... Doug Southard
Social Concerns .......................................... Barbara Padilla
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment .................. James Reimann, John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
Education/Sunday School....................................................
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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