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Preparation!
I love Advent season. We prepare for both the second coming of Jesus and
celebrate his birth at the same time. It’s like time is in a circle meeting both in the
future and the past.
Preparing for anything is no easy task. The journey is often circuitous. On
November 8th, I ask Anne Wittig to marry me. She said yes! Much is to be done
now as we prepare for both our wedding day and the marriage that we will have!

It would be a mistake to think just want to get to the end without going through the journey of the
present, like skipping ahead to the wedding day without the preparation it takes to get there. I’m
reminding of a line from the book Cloud Atlas that says, “...there ain't no journey what don't
change you some.” All journeys have the capacity to reveal who we are and what we are
becoming. So as we prepare for both the birth of Christ and his second coming what does the
journey of Christlikeness look like for you? A couple weeks ago I asked the question in worship,
“How can I grow?” Maybe that’s the road ahead? Maybe that’s the journey you have looking
ahead of you?
Wish us luck on the preparing for a wedding! It’s going to be June 8, 2019!
Peace,
Pastor Joshua Serrano

!1

H

O

L

Y

T

R

I

N

I

T

Y

H

A

P

P

E

N

I

N

G

S

"The Backwards Christmas Pageant!"
Gigi Schmuckal will be directing the Christmas Pageant this year, and will get the
script out to all the parents of interested kids and teens. Kids with a speaking role
need to be able to read, and young children (or older youth who choose to do so!) will
have non-speaking roles. People with on-speaking roles do not need to attend
rehearsals until the dress rehearsal. In addition, we would love any kids who are
interested in performing either a vocal or an instrumental Christmas carol solo or duet
to let Gigi know. Please contact Gigi with questions at gigi@schmuckal.com
Rehearsals Sunday, Dec 2, Dec 9 at 9:00-10:00am
Dress Rehearsal Saturday, Dec 15th at 10:00am-12:00noon
Christmas Pageant and Potluck Dinner! Sunday, Dec 16th at 5:30pm
Please sign up for a donation to the Christmas Pageant Potluck
Supper. Signup sheets in the breezeway on the bulletin board. For
Families: please donate an entrée and a side dish or dessert. For
Singles/Seniors: please donate a side dish or dessert. Questions:
see Lisa Kersten (kerstenbl@comcast.net) or cell 650-759-1034.

Council Highlights:
1. Approved Emergency Contingency CD for
renewal on 12/16/18.
2. Approved $2000 from Spring Forth
Benevolence to be sent with member
donations to
Lutheran Disaster Response for Fire Victims.
3. Approved 2018 Benevolence
Distributions.
4. Approved the Housing Resolution
Allowance for 2019 for Pastor Joshua.
5. Approved the Annual Donation for 2018 to
Peninsula Multifaith Coalition.
6. Petra presented the Budget Committee
Report showing the two proposed 2019
Budgets. The “Bare Essential” budget
reflects possible reductions across
ministry teams budgets and no raises for
staff.
Every effort is being made to plan to align our
receipts with our possible expenses.
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Celebrate Advent at Holy Trinity

Holden Evening Prayer
Wednesday December 5, 12 & 19
At 7:00 pm
We will be meeting for Holden Evening
Prayer, and reflecting on our beliefs. We will
be modeling our reflection on a radio program
called “This I Believe.”
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November 14 ,2018
Dear Holy Trinity Members,
Each November Petra Gilmore, Holy Trinity’s Treasurer, meets with the Budget Committee to
develop a proposed budget for the next year. The budget is presented to the Council for approval and
then to the congregation for discussion at the
January Budget Meeting. From there it moves
2018 Budget Distribu-on
forward to the Annual Meeting for a congregation
vote.
Commi6ees/
This year, due to a significant deficit between
Ministry
teams
giving and expenses, the Budget Committee has
7%
decided to develop two proposed budgets in an
Oﬃce
effort to identify the best option for keeping
3%
expenses in line with estimated income. The first
budget ($225,550) provides for small raises for the
U-li-es
staff, and maintains regular programming and
11%
ministry team budgets. The second proposed
‘bare essentials’ budget ($209,416) provides no
raises and cuts each ministry team’s budget. Since
80% of the budget is personnel and fixed costs
such as utilities and taxes and are difficult to cut,
options for further reductions are limited.

Benevolence
10%

Personnel
69%

It is important to note several facts for the
2018 budget year through October 31:
• The Council maintained expenses $7,556 below the adopted budget
• Giving was $151,262
• Expenses were $174,733
• Budget deficit is ($23,471)
• Most current members have met their 2018 pledges, but due to deaths, relocations and
financial hardships giving is short of meeting expenses.
• Without increased giving this December, the Council will be unable to present the
$225,550 budget.
On a positive note, the Spring Forth loan (separate from the General Fund budget) was paid down
significantly due to the early year campaign (from $109,416 to $ 57,495). In addition, the loan was recast
midyear, maintaining the same interest rate, to lower monthly payments from $3,164 to $1,047, avoiding a
negative impact on the General Fund budget. The goal is to pay off the loan in 2019 using Spring Forth
($42,000) Fund to make the monthly payments leaving an approximate loan balance of $15,000.
What can you do?
• Please prayerfully consider how you can offer a special end-of-year gift to erase the general deficit.
• Also, please consider increasing
your 2019 pledge. Formal pledging is
Stewardship Message Change
scheduled for February 3 to coincide with
the adoption of the budget.
November focus: Personal faith assessment and
Mark your calendars (both after church
service):
• Budget Meeting Sunday, January 23,
• Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 3.
Yours in Christ,
Barbara Padilla on behalf of the Council;
Stewardship Team

the role

Christ plays in our lives.
December focus: Emphasis on strong giving to erase the
General fund deficit; Prayerfully consider a 10% increase in
giving for 2019.
January focus: “Celebrating Epiphany as a Season of
Giving”; Emphasize on 2019 pledging tied to budget adoption
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FALL FRESHEN
The smoke in the air was light, the sun was warm, and the hands were busy. Many thanks to a crew of
hard workers (Lisa, Bob, Diane, Gaby, Greg, Leroy, Barbara, Dick, Doug, John, Gail, G. Ray, Cameron,
Sydney and Darlene) as we conquered a slew of projects – window washing, pew and door handle
polishing, dusting galore, cobweb hunting, tree trimming (not the Christmas kind), weeding, pruning, audio
cabinet tune-up, entry ramp sealing prep, and backup battery replacements. It was great to see so much
work accomplished in a short period of time (the refreshing warm beverages and sweet treats helped to
keep folks moving)!

Apple Cider taste tester

Debating the best flavor of Dunkin’ Donuts

Making pews and doors shine as lovely as their faces

Practicing for broom balancing competition

WINNER
"4

I’ve seen that tool somewhere

Cameras shy Extreme Duster

Fortune cookie says, “Much green in your future!
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American Red Cross Shelter Management Training: TRINITY IS READY TO HELP
The tragedies that occurred in Paradise and San Bruno are two examples of how quickly
disaster can strike and how devastating the effects can be. Many people were affected and
displaced. Unfortunately, disasters like these could also occur right here in San Carlos. Holy
Trinity wants to help out and support our community in time of need. We have co tracked with
the American Red Cross and our site is now a designated emergency shelter. If
disaster(earthquake or structure fire) were to occur in San Carlos or San Mateo County, our
church May be asked to open up the use of our Hall as an emergency shelter. On November
3, twelve of our members received the Red Cross Shelter Management Training to learn
how to register evacuees, contact emergency services, properly arrange and organize meals,
and attend to physical and emotional needs. All Holy Trinity members could be of help in
some capacity in case of emergency. If you would like to be on a call list to assist, please
contact Sandy Frojelin. (sfrojelin@comcast.net)

SEEKING CALM
As we approach the seasonal time of Christmas and its blessings, we find
ourselves often very busy to prepare our homes for family visits and meals.
In all the excitement and fun times, we can find ourselves waiting for the chance
to have calm again. We CAN have CALM when we turn to God for His guidance.
I was guided to the inspirational words I found in the new book I just finished
reading, Anxious for Nothing, by Max Lucado.
Here are his words:
Celebrate God’s goodness.
“Rejoice in the Lord always.” Philippians 4:4
Ask for God’s help.
“Let your requests be known to God.” Philippians 4:6 He suggests to write a
prayer journal.
Leave your concerns with God. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving…” Philippians 4:6
Review concerns you left with God in the morning and thank God for relieving
anxious thoughts.
Meditate on good things.
“Think about the things that are good and worthy of praise.” Philippians 4:8 Plan
your day to include time alone with God. These are words of comfort and we know
that God is there to give it. For God intends for us to “have less fret and more
faith” indeed!! Seasonal Blessings ahead to All! Barbara Padilla
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Tuesday, December 4 | Chanukah Party | 6:00 pm

The Nativity Our Lord
Congregation Beth Jacob, 1550 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Redwood City, sponsored by the Jewish Community
Relations Council. RSVP on JCRC website. Questions?
Contact Dick Rescho rrescho@hotmail.com

Christmas Eve, December 24
5:30 pm Christmas Service with
Children’s Time

We will pick it up again
in January 2019

Save the Dates…
immediately following
service
January 27, 2019
Budget Preview Meeting
February 3rd, 2019
Annual Congregational
Meeting

December
Men’s
Breakfast
on December 8, 8:00 AM
Men – Ready to Trade in
Anger for Understanding?
Men’s Breakfast will begin
reviewing a new book: The
Righteous Mind: Why Good

Lydia Circle (Women of the ELCA)
Tuesday, December 18, 12:30 pm
Lillian Pogreba's Suite, Brookdale Home in Redwood City.
Lydia Circle (WELCA) This is our annual Christmas meeting with cookie
exchange. The Bible Study - ("Fear not" God is at work beyond our ability to
imagine), can be found on page 22 in the December issue of Gather. Please
bring a light lunch, your Bible, Gather, and cookies to exchange (can be either
home made or store bought). At our November meeting we voted to send
$200.00 from our accumulated offerings to New Creation Home Ministries, a
local organization which helps women in need. It is based in East Palo Alto.
All HTLC Women are always welcome. (Just give us a call. 650-591-5151)
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BIRTHDAYS
A birthday is God’s reminder
to enjoy life. May your
birthday be a day of
celebration!

12/2 Sandy Frojelin
12/5 Diane Beuthel
12/10 Stefan Reimann
12/14 John McDowell
12/20 Arik Schoessow
12/22 Annika Fox
Maya Rohrer
12/26 Tamara Bready
12/28 Ellie Fischer
12/31 Karen Schornstein
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Worship Leaders
12/2

12/9

12/16

12/23

12/30

Assisting Minister

Randy Frieman

Gary Wiessinger

Randy Friedman

Kemp Segerhammar

Erik Vorhes

Lector

Doug Southard

Lynn GarbeRecknagel

Cathy Bready

Doug Southard

Erik Vorhes

Acolyte

Cameron Martin

Zora Vorhes

Cameron Martin

Hannah M

Cole Baker

Sacristan

Karen Schornstein

Barbara Richards

Vivian Southard

Pamela Bohlmann

Pamela Bohlmann

Greeter

Lynn GarbeRecknagel

Peter Meier

Cathy Bready

open

Anni Wunderlich

Sound Operator

John McDowell

Bob Beuthel

John McDowell

Leroy Padilla

James Reimann

Coffee Host

Julianne Fredericks

Lisa Kersten

Lisa Kersten

Gaby Knauth

Anita Reimann

Counters

Lisa Telfer John
McDowell

Mary Webb TBD

Greg Bohlmann
Andrea Reiser

Ushers

Dick Rescho

Greg Bohlmann

Dick Rescho

Chris Kidwell & Lisa
Kersten
Leroy Padilla John
Schornstein

Organist/Pianist

kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

kai Lin

Trumpet

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

peter Schmuckal

Nursery

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay

Parent to Stay
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Mary Webb TBD
Greg Bohlmann

STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... Barbara Padilla
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .................................………….. Dick Rescho
Stewardship ..............................................Barbara Richards
Secretary ...................................................... Doug Southard
Social Concerns ...........Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Buildings & Grounds .................Bob Beuthel, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Congregation Life .................................Pamela Bohlmann
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment .......................Cathy Bready, John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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