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It seemed appropriate that my cell phone reception cut out about 30 minutes away from the holy site we intended to
visit. We were on a two lane highway coming south from Taos, New Mexico to the Sanctuary at Chimayo. The
silence from the 90s Alternative music gave me an opportunity to reflect on those who need healing, the site we
were going to was known amongst Native Americans and Catholics for it’s healing dirt. Many people who make the
pilgrimage walk from miles away as a sign of their devotion, many carry crosses.
There are many legends about how the Sanctuary at Chimayo was founded. The most popular one is that don
Bernardo Abeyta saw a light coming form the ground on one of his fields. He dug there with his bare hands to find a
crucifix. He took it to a priest who then carried the crucifix to his own church in Santa Cruz and placed it upon the
altar there, only to find that it was missing the next day. It was later found back at the place it was discovered in
Chimayo. This happened two more times and it was apparent that the crucifix wanted to reside in Chimayo. Abeyta
then asked to build a chapel at that spot believing that the crucifix and land it resided on had healing powers.
When we entered the chapel it was evident the reverence shown by the pilgrims. There were people praying,
lighting candles, and venerating the different artwork in the chapel. I passed the altar rails and through a small little
doorframe to the left. to come into another room full of crutches, a testimony to those who left them there when they
had been healed. Through a smaller door was the dirt room where there was a small hole in the ground said to have
been were Abeyta unearthed the crucifix. I thought it appropriate that we had to kneel before it in order to retrieve
some dirt.
It’s no wonder people call this the Lourdes of Chimayo. People from all over were there seeking to be healed. In
Acts 19:12, Paul is able to heal people from handkerchiefs and aprons that he had touched. So, believing that dirt
can heal is not a long stretch in the Christian’s imagination.
I do know a universal truth. We are all looking to be healed from something, whether it be physical, mental, or
spiritual. God promises us that through him we will be healed, in this life, or the next. I hold onto those promises as I
let the dirt settle into my hands.
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President’s Report
August 2020 Trinity Topics

It’s summer and that means rest and relaxation, even during the craziness that
seems to define 2020. Summer gives us time to reflect and to reenergize, not only
as individuals, but as a community.
I encourage each of you to just “be” this month. Lay back on a couch at home or out
on a lawn under the warm sun. Hold a baby, pet a cat, snuggle with a dog. Nap in a
hammock, walk on a beach, hike in the foothills, or picnic in a forest. Take time just
to take time. And when you do, thank God for what you have and what we have as
a community together.
Unplug from the tyranny of 24-hour news and the instantaneous notifications that
ping your phone and computer. Let feelings of warmth and love spread over you
and imagine them spreading to those around you. Think of how you can love your
neighbor, and just who that neighbor might be.
And as you do this, meditate on the verses from Matthew that Pastor Josh has
asked us to memorize and recall:
Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
-Matthew 11:28-30
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Farewell to Erik, Erica, Zora,
Abram and Hazel. For those that
couldn’t make it, they are hoping
to come back to visit sometime
after the pandemic is over.
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Ding Family receiving our
Farewell delivery!

Dear Barbara and Leroy….and all of our friends at HTLC,
It was a wonderful surprise to get the HUGE card and all the
loving greetings from so many of you at Holy Trinity! We have
enjoyed being a part of such an energetic and loving community
of Christ, and it’s been hard to move away. Even through the
Covid reality, the Spirit shines through, and we hope to continue to see you through Zoom now and
then. HTLC remains our home congregation. Thanks to Pastor Josh, all the leadership, and to all of
you for being creative, and faithful supporters of each other, and of this very special congregation.
Blessings to all!
Christine, Kemp, and Brita Segerhammar (and Sparky)

Mini Prayer Shawls from our Congregation
The Synod had requested handmade mini
prayer shawls to be used at the 2020
Assembly during the election process for our
new Bishop. Thank you to Lillian Pogreba,
Lynn Garbe-Recknagel, and Barbara Padilla
for this selection from Holy Trinity that was
donated. Due to COVID 19 the Assembly is postponed to 2021, and
these have been sent to All Saints Church in Novato and will indeed be a
blessing when needed!
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Backpack drive!! We are working with The Family Giving
Tree to provide 89 filled backpacks to kids who will need
them in the Fall. These kids go to schools where at least
80% of the students are on free and reduced lunch. All
schools are in the Bay Area. Even if kids are learning from
home, they need the supplies for distance learning.
Every kid should start the year feeling prepared and excited for school. Thank you to Hillary
Wiessinger, Jack and Maddie who organized and assembled, and to everyone who shopped and
donated!

Holy Trinity Church Council Highlights
July 2020
• Received the Treasurer’s report showing $14,200 in donations in June, which is $4,500 below our
budgeted amount. Expenses for June were $20,616, or $1,900 over budget.
• Rejoiced in the donation of an upright piano that will be installed in Beilstein Hall. The current piano in the
Hall will be move to the parsonage. Thanks to Peter Schmuckal for arranging the donation and its
delivery.
• Asked the law firm of Paul Hastings to engage in legal research around the issues involving a potential
civil lawsuit against Paul Michaelson for damages his threats of gun violence caused to our congregation
and our pastor.
• Approved a draft bookkeeper contract for Petra Gilmore. She has been working as our bookkeeper
without an official contract for some time and the council worked to remedy that.
• Approved use of our parking lot, patio, and peace garden for use by outside groups (AA).
• Discussed what Holy Trinity will look like coming out of the pandemic and how we can address those
challenges.
The challenges now facing Holy Trinity, and our response to them will shape the mission of our
congregation for years to come. In particular, due to our inability to meet in person we have lost our
chance to welcome visitors and make them a part of our community. At the same time, we have lost 25
percent or more of our community to moves and in response to the Paul Michaelson threats against us
early in the year.
The result is that when we meet in person again we will be significantly smaller, less generationally
diverse, and facing a financial burden that our we may not be able to bear.
Throughout the remainder of the year the council will work on gathering the congregation’s input and how
we might unify around a vision for the future.
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August

Sunday: Adult Forum @ 9:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95096649914?
pwd=QXN3WFRKNFJPaFZNYm1TaUx5TXdjdz09
Meeting ID: 950 9664 9914
Password: 051908
Call in 1(669)900-6833
Sunday: Zoom Coffee Hour 11:15am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98572335433?
pwd=N2I0VXJlbVYyeW4xVEM0eGFCSmtWQT09
Meeting ID: 985 7233 5433
Password: 020345
Call In +1(669)900-6833

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!
08/03
08/03
08/06
08/06
08/10
08/14
08/18
08/22
08/23
08/24
08/29
08/29

James Haritatos
Dave Pitts
Lori Friedman
Alisha Reiser
Bob Beuthel
Ethan Meier
Leroy Padilla
Leslie Schornstein
Jo O’brien
Zora Schemper-Vorhes
Erland Frojelin
Mary K. Webb

Pastoral Office Hour: Thursdays @
11:00am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95145893636?
pwd=L0dMclJjOE1qbjBxdFp3NUE1eTFiU
T09

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

Meeting ID: 951 4589 3636
Password: 002499

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

Call In 1(669)900-6833

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos

Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDjq64tPizNwz9Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5
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Help Needed!
As we are planning for the months ahead Pastor Josh needs
help with preparing worship services online (assuming we will
continue to hold services online). Please contact him if you
are willing to record yourself: reading scripture, the Apostles’
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and/or Prayers of Intercession.

Save the Dates….
Executive Meeting - Aug 11
Council Meeting - Aug 18

As a congregation we are taking the time to focus no how Jesus promises us rest for our soul. I invite
you to read this passage when you wake up in the morning and when you go to bed. Talk about it with
those around you. Finally, commit it to memory. Yes, memorize it!
Matthew 11: 28-30 28Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

We have worship online through our website at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at 10:30am on
Sundays. We then hold Communion through Zoom at 11:15am. If you do not have access to the
internet and would like to receive a dvd of the worship service, please contact Pastor Josh.
If you are having trouble accessing our worship services online, please contact Pastor Josh and
he’ll do his best to help you out!
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator.................................... Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
Nursery Care ........................................................Jo O’Brien
President ..................................................... John McDowell
Worship & Music................................................... Erik Vorhes
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Vice President .....................................…………..Erin Fischer
Stewardship ............................................................................
Secretary ......................................................Gail Blomstrom
Social Concerns .......................................... Barbara Padilla
Buildings & Grounds............... G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Youth ...............................................................Lori Friedman
Financial Secretary ...........................................Mary Webb
Endowment ................................................ John McDowell
Treasurer .........................................................Petra Gilmore
Education/Sunday School....................................................
All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
physical or mental ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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