HOLY

TRINITY

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Trinity Topics
www.sancarloshtlc.org

August 2022
By Pastor Sara

Remembering, Reclaiming, Rejoicing:
Looking Back to the Earliest Christians

It’s been wonderful to accompany HTLC as we recognize the 75th anniversary of the congregation. I
have been impressed by the unique way that you have chosen to celebrate this milestone–by taking
several months to remember, reclaim, and rejoice in the many ways that Holy Trinity has served as a
beacon of Christ’s love over the past 75 years. You are taking time to remember HTLC’s beginnings, to
delve into your history as a congregation and look back on the different ministries, programs, and styles
of worship that have been present here. You are spending time reclaiming your space after a difficult
time and the shifts and isolation that came with two years of pandemic. You are setting aside moments
for rejoicing- dinners and special get togethers where you can celebrate in community.
Over the past several weeks, I have heard people talk about how HTLC started in a room above a bar more than
seven decades ago. Longtime members have shared with me how some of the most meaningful moments of their lives
took place in this sanctuary. As I’ve reflected on the importance of looking back to beginnings, I have been thinking about
the earliest Christian communities. HTLC, along with Christian congregations throughout the world, can trace its roots all
the way back to these small communities of people in the ancient Near East who gathered together to follow in the way of
Jesus.
We look to the story of the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as marking the birth of the Christian church. The
second chapter of the book of Acts describes how a diverse group of people in Jerusalem came together to become a
community of baptized believers. This initial Christian community had several distinct characteristics: “All who believed
were together and had all their things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
to all, as any had any need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people” (Acts 2:44-47).
It strikes me that HTLC’s extended anniversary celebration in a way hearkens back to this description of the
earliest church. Service projects are taking center stage here, as each month HTLC engages in a different way of serving
people in need - the backpack drive, the Soles4Souls shoe drive, and the preparation of kits for new mothers at New
Creation Home all show how this congregation is eager to give to others. Like the early church in Jerusalem, HTLC is
helping to redistribute resources, giving out of our abundance to those who have less or are facing challenges. The fact that
service and generosity are playing such an important role in the way HTLC honors its history tells me that this is baked into
the DNA of this congregation and a central part of its identity.
Of course our worship and the events where we will break bread together also connect back to the traditions of the
early church in Acts. We “spend time together in the temple” each Sunday, as we gather to hear God’s word and share in
the Eucharist. And then at our summer picnic and the anniversary dinner, we will “eat our food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God,” as the first Christians did.
As we honor HTLC’s 75 year history, let us remember that we are also linked to these ancestors in the faith who
lived two thousand years ago. Let us reclaim our connections to our siblings in Christ throughout time and space. And let us
rejoice in the good news of God’s unfailing love for us, for this congregation, and for all people throughout history.
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Remembering Our Former Teaching Parish Students
As part of Holy Trinity’s 75th anniversary celebration, we remember, reclaim and rejoice a variety of ministries
that have been part of Holy Trinity. Hosting and training teaching parish students, or interns, was one of these
ministries. We have been very responsive to requests from Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS) to
host interns. Over the past 20 years, Holy Trinity has hosted seven teaching parish students and played an
important role in formation of their pastoral identities and development of competencies for rostered ministry.
Our former teaching parish students now serve in a variety of leadership positions throughout the Lutheran
church.
During the summer, we are connecting with several former teaching parish students to hear their ministry
stories. The first was Pastor Bradn Buerkle who was with us in 1998-99. After completing seminary at PLTS,
Pastor Bradn served the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Russia and Holy Trinity supported him in that
mission. We connected with Bradn by Zoom on June 26. Bradn relays “Yes, praise God, we're all here in
Germany safely now. We continue to pray for peace in Ukraine and the transformation of society in Russia,
even as we seek to understand how God is calling us to service here in the place where we are now. I hope
that the folks of HTLC are both celebrating what God has done for them over the years as well as looking
forward to the next stage of being an instrument of God's love in your community.”
On August 21, we will connect by Zoom with three other former teaching parish students: Karen Perkins,
Korey Finstad and Corey L. Meier. Stay tuned for a third Zoom event on September 18 when we hear Kaitlin
Winter-Eulberg share her story.
Pr. Karen Perkins currently serves as pastor at Resurrection Lutheran Church in Juneau, AK. Prior to being
called at Resurrection Lutheran Church, she was Pastor at both a Lutheran and Episcopalian Church on the

Rev. Corey L. Meier resides in Arizona and is
currently on leave from call. He is adjunct clergy
at The Church of the Epiphany (Episcopal) in
Tempe.

Pr. Korey Finstad is pastor at St. Martin Lutheran
Church in Webster, NY. Pr. Korey relays: “How
exciting to be able to connect again with the good
people of Holy Trinity! I have such fond memories of
my time there, and I look forward to the sharing of
memories and the offering of thanks for the support
you've shown me. Congratulations on the 75 years
of ministry, and see you on the 21st!”
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MEETING WITH PASTOR SARA
On Thursday, July 7, several members met
with Pastor Sara at a local pub, Waterdog
Tavern in Belmont, outside in their patio. It was
a lovely evening and gathering!

An informal council meeting was held in July in person at the patio of Waterdog Tavern.
Topics discussed were the multitude of ongoing and upcoming social concerns activities
and 75th anniversary events!
*Soles 4 Souls
*New Creation Home Ministries
*Backpack drive for Family Giving Tree
*Zoom with past teaching parish students (8/21)
*Reclaiming space remembrances by congregation.

Flat Pastor Josh even showed up to the July council
gathering! (Picture above)
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Lynn Garbe-Recknagel with Flat Pastor
Josh
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Family Giving Tree Backpack Drive
Thank you to Hillary, Jack, and Maddie Wiessinger as they worked over the last month to
support our backpack drive. They purchased backpacks, supplies, received donations, and
promoted this important assistance for Bay Area Students!
Thrivent Financial Action Team projects also approved and provided $250 towards this
drive.

Jack and Maddie assembling backpacks

Jack delivered the backpacks to the
warehouse.
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Thank to all who contributed to the Soles 4
Souls collection of shoes organized by
Pamela Bohlmann.
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Donations for young families at New
Creation Home.

Pastor Sara led our Godspeed sending for
Storm Reimann leaving for the University of
Puget Sound, Washington.
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August

Find us on Social Media!
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

BIRTHDAYS

A birthday is God’s
reminder to enjoy life. May
your birthday be a day of
celebration!

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HTLCSanCarlos
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
holytrinitysancarlos

08/03
08/03
08/06
08/10
08/14
08/18
08/23
08/29
08/29

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDjq64tPizNwz9-Q4kvXWSQ-Q4kvXWSQ5

There are many publications that will keep you
informed about what is going on in the Lutheran
World.
Here are a few!

James Haritatos
Dave Pitts
Lori Friedman
Bob Beuthel
Ethan Meier
Leroy Padilla
Jo O’Brien
Erland Frojelin
Mary K. Webb

Gather Magazine!
https://www.gathermagazine.org/getgather/
Living Lutheran!
https://www.livinglutheran.org/

Save the Date!
October 23, 2022
75th Anniversary Celebration
Worship & Dinner

We have worship online through our website
at sancarloshtlc.org that begins at 10:30am on
Sundays. If you are having trouble accessing
our worship services online, please contact
Pastor Sara and she’ll do her best to help you
out!
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UPCOMING PMC EVENTS: The following Peninsula Multifaith Coalition events are scheduled
for August/September:
(1) Summer Days of Service, Saturday and Sunday, August 13 and 14. All projects will be
outdoors. For additional information and to register go to https://PMC-Summer
Service.eventbrite.com
(2) Panel Discussion on the concept of God from the perspectives of several faith traditions,
Thursday, August 18 at Peninsula Temple Sholom or via ZOOM. For further information and to
register, go to https://multifaithpanel.eventbrite.com
(3) Annual Prayers for Peace, Monday, September 5 (Labor Day) Twin Pines Park, Belmont.
For additional information go to peninsulamultifaith.org. Questions? Contact Dick Rescho

SAVE THE DATE
75 th Anniversary Celebration
August Service Project
Please join us in Beilstein Hall, following the August 28 th worship service, to help assemble
mother and child “Welcome Kits” for new residents of the New Creation Home in East Palo
Alto. Food and drinks will be served (pizza, juice, and coffee) and each attendee will receive a
Thrivent t-shirt.
Kits will consist of the following items:
Mother’s kit- twin bed sheets, pillow, comforter, towel set, robe, slippers, basic toiletries, and a
Target Gift Card.
Child’s kit - crib sheet, baby blanket, a crocheted/knitted baby hat, diapers and wipes, baby
powder, disinfecting wipes, and a children’s book.
Below are four ways to help with our “Kit Assembly Party”.
1) Purchase a package of diapers (sizes 4, 5, or 6).
2) Supply a $25 Target Gift Card.
3) Donate funds to help off-set the cost of purchased items.
4) Buy Raffle tickets for the beautiful, handmade baby blanket on display in the breezeway.
Information on the New Creation Home can be found on their website:
www.newcreationhome.org and in the June Trinity Topics.
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STAFF and COUNCIL OFFICERS/MINISTRY TEAM CHAIRS
Pastor .......................................... The Rev. Joshua Serrano
Office Administrator ....................................Claudia Cortez
Organist/Pianist ..........................................................Kai Lin
President ......................................................... Lori Friedman
Buildings & Grounds...............G. Ray Martin, Leroy Padilla
Choir……………………..Anita Reimann, Peter Schmuckal
Education/Sunday School……………………………………
Endowment ............................................... John McDowell
Evangelism & Outreach ............................Gary Wiessinger
Financial Secretary ...................................Mary Webb
Secretary……………………………………..Doug Southard
Social Concerns……..Barbara Padilla, Hillary Wiessinger
Stewardship…………………………………………………….
Treasurer ………………………………………Petra Gilmore
Vice President …………………………… John Schornstein
Worship & Music…………………………….Anita Reimann
Youth……………………………………………Lori Friedman

All are Welcome!
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in San Carlos celebrates and shares God’s gifts by worshipping together, caring for each other, and doing God’s work in the
community and beyond.
We believe that Christ has made us one body with many members, sharing in God’s grace and unconditional love.
We joyfully welcome ALL people, without exception — of every age, sex, race, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental
ability, or anything else that divides us — to join with us in worship, learning, fellowship, prayer and service.
“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:26, 28

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
149 Manzanita Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
Phone 650.593.0325
Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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