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West Church News
Dear Friends,
I write this note to you just a few days before I leave on my sabbatical, May 7 – August 7. It’s amazing to think that I’ve been at West Church
for over five years already! I am very appreciative to the folks who helped
draw up my covenant with West Church all those years ago, who felt it important that I as pastor be given a much-needed period of rest, reflection,
and retreat in order to recharge my spiritual batteries. They believed, as do
I, that this time away will help me continue to be an effective pastor and
teacher for West Church.
I am eagerly anticipating all that I have planned for my sabbatical
time. I have identified three goals for this period. The first is family. Since
most of my family lives in Pennsylvania, I plan to spend several weeks there
visiting my parents, my brother and his family, and my beloved grandmother who is now 93 years young! I moved out away from my hometown and
family just as my oldest niece was born, and I look forward to spoiling both
of my nieces as much as possible.
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About West Church
• We meet every Sunday at 10
• Open and Affirming Church
• Food Pantry hours: Friday: 10-12.
All are welcome.
• Our Mission: “To increase love and
hope for all through growing faith
in Christ”
Edited and Published by:
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Send letters to:
philipelawrence@comcast.net
http://www.westcongr.org/

The Girl Scouts collected 55 boxes of cookies and donated them to the food pantry in April .

Pastor’s Page
The second goal for my sabbatical is centered on reading. I must admit that I don’t take as much time as I
should to read and keep up with new issues in theology, spirituality, and the Bible. So I have assigned myself three books, one on each of those subjects: Christianity for the Rest of Us by Diana Butler Bass; Grace
for Amateurs by Lily Burana; and What is the Bible? by Rob Bell. Additionally, I plan to read three other
books just for fun.
I am most excited about the third goal of my sabbatical – retreat. I have two retreats planned. In
July, I will be spending an overnight retreat on storytelling for pastors. This retreat will be held through
Broad Reach Ministries, and will be held on a 42’ sailboat. When I signed up, they asked me how much
sailing experience I had, and I told them none, but I was willing to learn! Luckily, they have a guest house
on land where I will be sleeping, just in case I get sea sick.
Finally, the highpoint of my sabbatical will be a two-week trip to Peru. My undergraduate degree is
in world religions, and I never tire of learning how others understand and experience God. To that end, I
will be spending a week in Peru’s Sacred Valley, on a retreat led by local shamans. We will have the opportunity to take part in several Incan rituals and also work on spiritual growth and enrichment. During
the second week, I plan to visit Machu Picchu, some hot springs, local cathedrals, and other ancient ruins.
During my time away, Eric Ekholm has graciously agreed to step in as the licensed minister of West
Church. He has appeared before the Merrimack Association’s Committee on Church and Ministry, and the
committee has unanimously voted to license him to serve as your pastor during this time. I have worked
with him over the last several weeks to make sure that this transition goes as smoothly as possible. If you
have any pastoral needs during the next three months, please do not hesitate to reach out to Pastor Eric.
However, please remember that he will only be working 16-18 hours a week, so be patient with him and
help him to use his time wisely.
I would also urge you to take these next three months to recharge your own spiritual batteries.
Remember, a sabbatical is not a vacation. It is an intentional time away for reflection and renewal. Perhaps you’d like to read one of the books I will be reading, and we can discuss it when I return! This would
also be a good time for each member of the congregation to reach out and minister to one another. Pastor Eric’s limited time means that everyone has to step up to keep the ministry of West Church going. I
have faith in you, and I look forward to returning refreshed and renewed and ready to serve once again!
Have a blessed summer and I’ll see you in August.
Peace,
Pastor
Amanda
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR SUMMER MINISTER
In chapter ten of John's Gospel, Jesus compares good shepherds and hired hands. The Good Shepherd puts
the welfare of the flock first. He feeds, protects and cares for the sheep. However, the Bible says the hired
hand does not care for the sheep. In fact, he will run away when trouble or danger threatens the herd.
The hired hands were much like the religious leaders of the day. The Pharisees were more concerned about
themselves. They were not willing to make sacrifices or to care for others. If you think about it, it is much easier and safer being a hired hand. There is less commitment and less risk. Why should we get involved? After
all, we have enough to do already, don't we?
Just as Jesus, the Good Shepherd cares for us, we
have an opportunity to be good shepherds of the
flock here at West Church. II Corinthians 5:18
says that God has reconciled us to Himself
through Christ , and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.
It is my hope and one of my goals for Summer
ministry, that we would reach out and re-connect
with God and with each other. While many of us
will go on vacation this Summer, we shouldn't
take a vacation from God. Use this quiet time by
the lake or the ocean to read the Bible and reconnect with the Savior. I would encourage us to
reach out to our seniors, our neighbors and those
we haven't seen for awhile. Pick up the phone,
send them a card, pay them a visit. Don't assume
that someone else will do this. You may be the
only one to reach out to them. Just think, you
may be the one to make their day. Please remember me in your prayers as well, as I strive to
be a good shepherd to the people of West
Church.
Blessings- Eric
Your Summer Minister

Planning our Future Together

Boards
A group of approximately 15 WCC members and
participants came together over a period of two
years to develop a 5 Year Plan for West Congregational Church. The goal of the plan is to shape the
future of West Church. There are four objectives:
Objective 1. Stewardship (Wikipedia definition of
stewardship: A biblical world view of stewardship
can be consciously defined as: “Utilizing and managing all resources God provides for the glory of
God and the betterment of His creation.”). It was
decided that the Stewardship program should be
under the purview of the Church Council using the
traditional focus of three pillars: Time, Talent, and
Treasure.

The Sunday School students have a “project” each
week to reinforce the video lesson. And discussion of
the day’s lesson. Due to time land age (for some)
imitations, most of the cutting is done by staff prior
to class, freeing the teacher to gain an understanding of the underlying passage. Below are some of the
projects (We ate the He is Risen buns which are not
shown.) Also coloring of pictures as time allows.

Objective 2. Invest in Our Vision. This includes outreach activities, building on activities such as Game
Night and the Block Party that have proven to be
successful as well as creating additional forms of
outreach. Preserving out stained-glass windows is
another way of investing in our vision. As we work
in this area, we should refer to the past work of the
Vitality Team and the Structure Team so that we
will not waste time relearning what we already
know.
Objective 3: Support current WCC members and
attendees. Caring Connections is a program that the
Diaconate is now using to maintain contact with
church members and participants. Deacons will be
assigned a number of seniors and are responsible
for making regular contact with each individual. In
addition to this program, a space in the bulletin will
be made available for those who would appreciate
frequent contacts with a variety of people. And, all
are invited to – smile! Smiling speaks volumes to
those who are feeling disenfranchised or lonely.
Objective 4. Increase financial stability based on
income that does not include use of investments or
funds tagged for other purposes. This objective will
be accomplished by giving more attention to the
pledge campaign as described in the Stewardship
section; requesting special offerings such as with
the Christmas letter and envelope, and specific fund
drives; and supporting and encouraging fund raisers
such as the Christmas Bazaar, Mystery Dinner, etc.

MAY 2018
SUNDAY
Missions

AA *q Sunday
@ 7 pm T/R
Hall Laurie
Clark 229-7550
6 Diaconate
Joy 6 &13, Pat
20 & 27/Dave
Service of transition

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Pastor A. Sabbatical-MayJuly Eric
Ekholm will
cover

1

7

8
Game Night
6-8:30 pm

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2 Girl Scouts 5:45- 3

Paula-

Bible Study q 7:15 pm JH Clara 229-2978
Cleveland room B
Tuesday 7Witham 9788:15 pm
5433
(2,3,5th Wed.)
9

10

FRIDAY
4
Food Pantry
10-12 q Friday

5

11

12
Grapes of
Wrath Mystery
Dinner
6:00—8:00 pm

Cecil White’s

14

15

16
Trustees 5-6
pm IBEW 10
am Bob
McNeff
McKeage
Rm 753-6679
3rd Wed

17

Committal Service VA Cemetery
11 am
11
AA *q Fri @ 7-9
CC Rm JH Dana
Gourley 7830370 344-1619

20

21
NL-PSNH T/R
Hall 6-8 pm C.
Stiles
339-2504

22
Church Council
5-7 pm

23
Choir Rehearsal
q Wed. 6 pm

24 Kenny

25

27

28

29

30 Sq. Danc-

31

13

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day
Observed

ing q Wed. 7
pm T/R
Ron Turcotte620-3717 R &
B Boudrow 67 pm
875-2079

SATURDAY

19

26

Any questions
or concerns call
or email Pat
Cutting 7536648
pcutting@comc
ast.net

Sunday School Advent
Calendar—Completed by
class during Advent
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Food Pantry—
Ongoing Mission
January
February
March
April
YTD

Households
14
11
30
30
85

Children
5
10
12
14
41

Snacks for Kids

monthly Inventory brings

JOIN US FOR GAME NIGHT AND
POT LUCK
TUESDAY May 8, 2018
FROM 6:30 TO 8:00 pm
6

Please use the Hutchins Street Entrance

