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GFirst Things First...
“...in your hearts honor Christ, the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you yet do it with gentleness and
respect.” 1 Peter 3:15

Belief exerts a powerful influence on every aspect of life. As Peter says above, there is a hope in
everyone who believes in Christ the Lord. Each one of us should be ready, at any time, to make a
defense (tell the reason) for that hope. In the upcoming issues of First Fruits, | share summaries of
what | believe so that you may know me more fully and so you may see the reason for the hope that
is in me. This month | finish looking at what | believe the Bible says about tithes, offerings, and
gifts.

Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the Lord’s;
it is holy to the Lord...And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass

under the herdsman’s staff, shall be holy to the Lord. Leviticus 27:30,32
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver...” 2 Corinthians 9:7

1. Why do some churches still teach tithing?

For generations, Christians have wrestled with questions about giving. Some grew up in churches
where tithing—giving 10% of one’s income—was taught as a firm expectation. Others were taught
that giving is entirely voluntary. Still others carry quiet guilt because they want to give but simply
cannot in their current financial season. These are real concerns, and they deserve thoughtful,
Biblical, and compassionate answers.

The idea of tithing comes from the Old Testament. Israel was instructed to give a tenth of their
produce, livestock, and income to support the work of the temple, the priests, and the care of the
poor. It was part of their covenant life with God. So, if tithing is part of the Old Covenant Law and
today is in the New Covenant Grace, why do some churches still teach tithing as a necessity?

Long before the Law, Abraham gave a tenth to Melchizedek as an act of worship. Later, Israel
tithed as part of their covenant obedience. Jesus, while confronting the Pharisees, affirmed the
principle of giving even as He corrected their motives. Because of this long biblical thread, many
churches see the tithe as a helpful pattern for Christian generosity.

For many believers, 10% is not a legal requirement but a starting point—a way to build discipline,
intentionality, and trust into their financial life. It provides a clear, practical rhythm for giving.
Tithes and offerings fund the everyday work of ministry—worship, discipleship, missions,
benevolence, pastoral care, and the practical needs of the congregation. Churches that teach
tithing often do so because it helps sustain the shared mission of the body.



But here’s the key: the New Testament does not command Christians to tithe.
Instead, it teaches grace-based giving—giving that is: willing, joyful, proportional, and
from the heart. Paul writes, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion” (2 Corinthians 9:7). That means giving is not a tax. It is
not a test of spirituality. It is not a measure of your worth. It is an act of worship shaped
by grace, not pressure. Some Christians give 10%. Some give more. Some give less. The
number is not the point. The heartis.

2. What Do | Do If | Have No Money to Put in the Offering?
This question is far more common than people admit. Many believers have sat through
an offering time feeling embarrassed, guilty, or anxious because they had nothing to
give. If that’s you, hear this clearly:

You are not failing God!
God does not measure your love by the size of your gift. He sees your situation, your
struggles, your responsibilities, and your heart. Jesus praised the widow not because
she gave a certain percentage, but because she trusted God with what she had. And
sometimes what you have is not money—and that is okay. Your worship is not
diminished. Giving is one expression of worship, but it is not the only one. You can offer
God: your prayers, your time, your service, your encouragement, your faithfulness, your
obedience, your compassion toward others. Romans 12:1 reminds us that our whole
lives are an offering to God. Your worship is not defined by what is in your wallet, but by
what is in your heart. You can give when God provides. There are seasons of
abundance and seasons of scarcity. God knows both. When He provides, you give as
you are able. When you cannot, you rest in His grace. God never asks you to give what
you do not have. Your presence matters more than your pocket. The church is not a
fundraising organization—it is a family. You are not valued for what you contribute
financially but for who you are in Christ. Your presence, your prayers, your fellowship,
and your faith are precious to God and to this congregation. You can still participate in
generosity. Even without money, you can live generously: share your time with someone
who is lonely, offer a ride to someone who needs help, pray for a family in crisis,
volunteer in a ministry, speak a word of encouragement that lifts a weary heart.
Generosity is not limited to finances. It is a posture of the heart. Giving is a gift, not a
burden. It is a privilege, not a pressure. It is an invitation, not an obligation. Whether you
are in a season of plenty or a season of need, God sees you, loves you, and walks with
you. If you have much, give joyfully. If you have little, give faithfully. If you have nothing,
give your heart—and know that God delights in you.

Jesus loves you and so do I! Pastor Grier
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The First School is proud to announce that we
received a grant from the Bouligny Charitable
Foundation!

The grantis in the amount of $16,747.15 for a
new 25’ X 45’ basketball court for our school age
kids, a 345 sq ft concrete walkway to extend
from the kitchen door to the Johnson House, and
a fence for a playground for our infants in the
parsonage. The fence will be 90 ft (3, 30 foot
sections) of 4-foot-tall ornamental with a 5-foot-
wide géie. It will be done by J4 Fencing and will
match our other black playground gate that was
recently installed by them.

The concrete work for our walkway and
basketball court will be done by Lonestar
Concrete.

The contracts are signed and we are just
waiting in line for the contractors to get to us.

We are excited to have these new additions to
our campus as they are much needed!

Many Blessings,
Bree Joines
First School Director

AUGUST IREADINGS

08/02 Isaiah 55:1-5, Psalm 136:1-9, Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21

08/09 Job 38:4-18, Psalm 18:1-6, Romans 10:5-17, Matthew 14:22-33

08/16 Isaiah 56:1,6-8, Psalm 67, Romans 11:1-2a,13-15,28-32, Matthew 15:21-28
08/23 Isaiah 51:1-6, Psalm 138, Romans 11:33-12:8, Matthew 16:13-20

08/30 Jeremiah 15:15-21, Psalm 26, Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28




BIRTH,

—E REQUESTS
08/03 GaYnard Wigginton Our FLC Family Friends of FLC
08/05 Alvin Yackel Rhonda Atchetee

08/06 Haley Orsak Cora Lee Bishop

08/11 Clyde Grier Pastor & Alys Grier

08/18 Axel Koudela James & Sheila Herrington

) Marilyn Kight
08/21 Lionel Chatel Kim & Larry Ledwig
08/23 Liam Joines Lloyd Nelson
08/31 Ryan Hanna Ashley Schoeneberg
08/31 Heather Langston Bentley

List will be cleawed onthe 1% in Jammary, April, July
and October. Please help us sty curvent; call the

BAPTISM office withy changes or additions.

08/01 Jan Chatel
08/01 Diane Stewart ”

08/03 David Kight PMYFOR

08/06 Dagny Thane H ALL WHO H
08/13 Helen Kight SERVE IN

08/13 Ruth Speckels THE US MILITARY

08/25 Lionel Chatel
08/25 Matthew Stewart
08/29 Landon Thane
08/31 Ryan Hanna

WE'RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US

f
NuBCL S Office hours: Tues & Thurs: 8:00am - 4:30pm
Wed: 8:00am — 12:00pm

08/14 Jimmy & Sharon Nielsen

Phone: 979-543-5847
Email: office@firstlutheranec.com

COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, August 17"
6:00 p.m. Pastor Clyde Grier:
Phone: 979-541-6173



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=CHURCH+COUNCIL+CLIP+ART&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4AURU_enUS498US499&biw=1600&bih=723&tbm=isch&tbnid=VhLD7Uic71AzMM:&imgrefurl=http://evangelicalgallupville.org/index.php?p=1_35_our-council&docid=bmf9UylBYxjYbM&imgurl=http://evangelicalgallupville.org/web_images/church_council_clipart.jpg&w=203&h=202&ei=WO_IUPatDNCyqQHHh4CgBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=123&dur=42&hovh=161&hovw=162&tx=50&ty=98&sig=115289479634665367942&page=1&tbnh=117&tbnw=119&start=0&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:85
mailto:office@firstlutheranec.com

Back-to-School

The mission of First Lutheran Church is to reach out to
all people with the Good News of Jesus Christ and his
Grace, remembering our baptismal promises and at all

times spiritually supporting one another.

Pray for students, teachers,
coaches, administrators, office
staff, counselors, nurses,
cafeteria workers, custodians and
maintenance, bus drivers, school

resource officers, librarians,
teacher aides, parents and

First School Board

Tuesday, August 11t
5:30 p.m.

Church Council
Monday, August 17
6:00 p.m.

UNLEAY

]
T

volunteers, school board
members and all who work within
the school.

May they have wisdom,
strength, and encouragement as
they enter the new school year!

Always
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LCMC 26t Annual Gathering
October 4-7, 2026

Lutheran Church of Hope
West Des Moines, lowa

Theme: Unleashed

Speakers — Worship - Breakout Sessions
Fellowship Meet-Ups - Service Project
Exhibitors
Learn More About LCMC

For more information visit:
www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering



http://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering

August 2026 |

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6 7 1/8
Worship Service wow
10:45 AM Bible Study
w/Communion 6PM
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Worship Service First School wow
10:45 AM Board Meeting Bible Study
Back Pack Blessing 5:30PM 6PM
16 17 18 19 120 21 22
Worship Service Church Council Newsletter wow
10:45 AM Meeting 6PM Items Due Bible Study
w/Communion 6PM
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Worship Service wow
10:45 AM Bible Study
6PM
30 31
Worship Service
10:45 AM
Dedication Service
@123 W. 1t St.

AUGUST

August Responsibilities SV FLOWER
by’ CALENDAR

ASSISTING MINISTER: Jimmy Nielsen
SEXTON: Kirk Marek

USHER: Ted Schoenfield

ALTAR GUILD: Karen & David Kight

READER
2" Kirk Marek
9t Dagny Thane
16" Ted Schoenfield
239 Helen Johnson
30t Calvin Borak

If you are unable to serve on your date,
please find someone to take your place.




FIrRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
304 Oscar
El Campo, TX 77437
979-543-5847

Email: office@firstlutheranec.com

ESTABLISHED FEB 1893

Worshipping Christ and Sharing
the Word for over a century.

Clyde Grier, Pastor
Helen Marie Kight, Organist
Christine Richter, Office Manager
Bree Joines, Director of First School

Join us on FACEBOOK or check us out at
www. FIRSTLUTHERANEC.COM

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Calvin Borak, Jan Chatel, Lionel Chatel, Will Joines, Karen Kight, Cindy

Mathews & Doug Mathews

OUR NEWSLETTER
CAN BE FOUND ON
OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.FIRSTLUTHERANEC.COM
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Welcome
Join us on Sunday mornings!

Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.



http://www.firstlutheranec.com/
http://www.firstlutheranec.com/

