2 Corinthians 5:17-21 - If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come.
The old is gone; the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
God through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against
them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are
therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal
through us.

On the long-awaited final day of the U.S. Civil War, Union Army
Brigadier General Joshua Chamberlain had the honor of leading the
ceremony of surrender of the Confederate troops to the Union victors at
Appomattox Court House, VA. But instead of gloating over the victory, this
humble leader ordered his troops to salute their former foes as they
marched past in surrender. Does this remind you of something? It speaks
to me of what we know as the Golden Rule, the words of Jesus, who said,
"Do unto others as you would have them do unto you." These soldiers
became ambassadors for Christ through the simple act of paying honor to
their enemy.

Do you see yourself as Christ's ambassador, bringing the Good News of
reconciliation and restoration to His Kingdom on earth, or are you a slave to
the hurts of your past? One morning | heard a one-minute message from
Beth Moore on radio station KHCB that caused me to stop and take note.
She spoke of a time in her life when she was harboring great hurt over an
offense that she simply could not release. God had impressed on Beth that
she was to share it with no one but Him, so she relentlessly poured out her
wounded feelings to God but experienced no relief.

One day, however, He spoke to Beth with absolute clarity: "Beth, what
would you have me DO to them?" Astonished by what the Holy Spirit was
saying, she fully realized that as a co-heir with Christ, seated with Him in
the heavenly realms and called to be a minister of reconciliation, her only
response could be "Lord, have mercy!" With that, she received freedom.

Just as God reconciled the world to Himself in Christ, not counting our
sins against us, so He has committed to us the message of reconciliation,
making us His ambassadors, as though He were making His appeal
through us.

Today, we commemorate the most solemn holy day on the Jewish
calendar: Yom Kippur, the Feast of Atonement. Let us likewise come before



our Father in heaven as those who are redeemed by the atoning blood of
Jesus, the Lamb of God, fully forgiven of all of our sin. Today, come to Him
and lay down your burden. Let Jesus break all of the chains of
unforgiveness and offense that have enslaved you - and walk away as one
who is free. If the Son therefore sets you free, you shall be free indeed.



