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U.S. Office of Management and Budget
Standards for Race and Ethnicity (1997)

All Federal statistical agencies, including the Census Bureau, must adhere to the 1997 OMB
Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity.
•

OMB standards specify five minimum categories for data on race and two categories for data on ethnicity:
RACE: American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, White
ETHNICITY: Hispanic or Latino, Not Hispanic or Latino

•

Race and ethnicity categories are socio-political constructs; should not be interpreted as scientific or anthropological in nature

•

Respondents should be offered the option of reporting more than one race

•

When race and ethnicity questions are collected separately, ethnicity should be collected first

•

Individual responses are based upon self-identification

•

When collecting race and ethnicity data via self-identification, a two separate questions format should be used

Source: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf
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U.S. Office of Management and Budget
Standards for Race and Ethnicity (1997)

OMB minimum categories for data on race and ethnicity for Federal statistics, program administrative reporting,
and civil rights compliance reporting are defined as follows:
• American Indian or Alaska Native - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America
(including Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community attachment.
• Asian - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent
including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and
Vietnam.
• Black or African American - A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. Terms such as ‘‘Haitian’’ or
‘‘Negro’’ can be used in addition to ‘‘Black or African American.’’
• Hispanic or Latino - A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or
origin, regardless of race. The term, ‘‘Spanish origin,’’ can be used in addition to ‘‘Hispanic or Latino.’’
• Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa,
or other Pacific Islands.
• White - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.
Source: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1997-10-30/pdf/97-28653.pdf
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Census Bureau Decision

Separate Ethnicity and Race Questions
•

Census Bureau issued memorandum to document 2020 Census Program decision
on race and ethnicity questions (January 26, 2018)

•

Census Bureau needed to make a decision on design of race and ethnicity
questions by December 31, 2017 to prepare 2020 Census systems, and deliver
final 2020 Census question wording to Congress by March 31, 2018

•

In accordance with current OMB standards, Census Bureau will use two separate
questions for collecting data on race and ethnicity

Source: www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/memoseries/2020-memo-2018_02.html
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Proposed Design for 2020 Census
Separate Ethnicity Question

Separate Race Question
•

Question designs for 2020 Census must adhere
to 1997 OMB standards for race and ethnicity

•

Census Bureau will not use combined question
format for collecting race and ethnicity; 1997
OMB standards require two separate questions
for self-response

•

Census Bureau will not use “Middle Eastern or
North African” category

•

Several significant changes from 2010 Census
questions proposed for race and ethnicity
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Current Data for Caribbean American Populations
Question on Ancestry in the American Community Survey
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2020 Census Data on Race and Ethnicity
Collecting Data to Help Inform Communities
•

Plan to collect and tabulate detailed data
on myriad population groups

•

Help inform communities, researchers,
and policy makers
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Proposed Design for 2020 Census
Separate Ethnicity Question
•

Question on ethnicity asked first; OMB standards direct that ethnicity should be
asked before race

•

“Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?”

•

Most respondents will mark, “No, Not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin”

•

Checkboxes for largest Hispanic origin groups (Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban)

•

Additional examples and dedicated write-in area to collect other Hispanic origins
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Proposed Design for 2020 Census
Separate Race Question
•

Question on race is asked second; OMB standards direct that ethnicity should
be asked before race

•

“What is this person’s race?”

•

Respondents may report multiple races

•

Significant changes from 2010 Census:
- Instruction to “Mark  one or more boxes AND print origins.”
- Examples and dedicated write-in areas for White category
- Examples and dedicated write-in areas for Black or African Am. category
- Term “Negro” has been removed
- Examples for American Indian or Alaska Native category
- “Guamanian or Chamorro” was changed to “Chamorro”

11

Question on Ethnicity

“Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?”
Common Response Scenarios
•

Most respondents will mark, “No, Not of Hispanic,
Latino, or Spanish origin”

•

Most Hispanic respondents will select one
of the three detailed checkbox categories
(i.e., Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban)

•

Many other Hispanic respondents will enter details
about their origin in the “Yes, another Hispanic…”
write-in response area

X

X
X
X

Guatemalan
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Honduran

Question on Ethnicity

“Is this person of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?”
Additional Response Scenarios
•

Some respondents will mark both
“No, Not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin”
and (“Yes”) that they are of Hispanic origin

•

Some Hispanic respondents will report multiple
Hispanic groups (e.g., Cuban and Salvadoran)

•

Some respondents will report “non-Hispanic”
answers in the “Yes, another Hispanic…” write-in
response area (e.g., Brazilian, German, Jamaican)

•

Some respondents will report uncodable responses

X
X

X
X
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Question on Race

“What is this person’s race?”

X

Irish and German

Common Response Scenarios
•
•

Most respondents will mark “White” box
Detailed White responses are collected via write-in area
(e.g., Irish, German, Lebanese)

•
•

Many respondents will mark “Black or African Am.” box
Detailed Black responses are collected via write-in area
(e.g., African American, Nigerian, Jamaican)
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X

Jamaican and Haitian

Question on Race

“What is this person’s race?”

X

English

Reporting “Multiple” Responses
•
•

Some respondents will report multiple race groups
(e.g., White and Black)
These represent the reporting of two or more responses
across major race categories. Also applies to reporting
of detailed responses across major race categories
(e.g., English and Jamaican)
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X

Jamaican

Question on Race

“What is this person’s race?”
Additional Response Scenarios
•

Responses to “Some Other Race” write-in
response area are coded to an OMB race category
if they can be classified within the OMB race
category definitions (e.g., German, Jamaican,
Filipino)

•

Some responses remain as “Some Other Race”
because they cannot be classified within the
OMB race category definitions (e.g., Brazilian)

•

Some respondents only mark the checkbox for
“Some Other Race”

•

Reporting uncodable responses

X
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Outreach and Engagement

Informing Communities About the 2020 Census
•

Update advisors, stakeholders, and public about
2020 Census plans for separate ethnicity question
and race question

•

Prepare 2020 Census code list

•

Prepare 2020 Census data tabulation plans

•

Meet with organizations to help inform
communities from all backgrounds about the race
and ethnicity questions and how they can selfidentify in the 2020 Census
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Age and Sex Composition: 2008-2012

Caribbean Ancestry in American Community Survey
(Percent distribution. Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs)

1The

Median
Age

Sex
Ratio1

37.2

97

29.6

102

29.1

113

29.8

90

34.5

86

35.8

80

sex ratio is the number of males per 100 females in a population.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey, 5-year estimates.
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Household Type: 2008-2012

Caribbean Ancestry in American Community Survey
(Percent distribution. Households are classified by ancestry of the householder. Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error,
and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs)

v

v

Average
Household
Size

2.6

3.1

3.0

3.5

2.8

2.6
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey, 5-year estimates.
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Homeownership Rate: 2008-2012

Caribbean Ancestry in American Community Survey

(Percentage of occupied housing units. Households are classified by ancestry of the householder. Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,
nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/acs)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey, 5-year estimates.

Detailed Black Responses in 2020 Census

Examples and Write-In Area to Elicit Detailed Black Responses
Selected Detailed Black Groups
African American
Bahamian
Barbadian
Ethiopian
Ghanaian
Haitian

•

The category “Black or African American” includes all individuals who
identify with one or more nationalities or ethnic groups originating in any
of the black racial groups of Africa.

Jamaican
Kenyan
Liberian
Nigerian

•

Examples of these groups include, but are not limited to, African American,
Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, and Somali.

Senegalese
Sierra Leonean
Somali

•

The category also includes groups such as Ghanaian, South African,
Barbadian, Kenyan, Liberian, Bahamian, etc.

South African
Sudanese
Ugandan
Zimbabwean

21
21

Next Steps

Preparing for 2020 Census
•

Finalize data collection specifications, processing plans, and editing and tabulation plans for 2020 Census

•

Discuss 2020 Census content proposals with Congress

•

Update advisors, stakeholders, and public about 2020 Census plans for separate ethnicity question and race question
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