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________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Parables of Jesus 
Grace is Not a Wage 

Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Introduction: 
 

• God’s grace is not based on how long we have served Him, how much we have done, or how 
deserving we think we are. Grace is a gift from a generous God. 

 
 
1.  The Call to Work — Verses 1–7 
 
 A.  The invitation was extended to everyone. 
 
 B.  The invitation required a response. 
 
 C.  There is still work to be done. 
 
 
2.  The Compensation — Verses 8–10 
 
 A.  God's grace is generous 
 
 B.  We cannot earn God's favor 
 
 
3.  The Comparison — Verses 11–12 
 
 A.  Comparison can destroy our joy 
 
 B.  We can become jealous of God's blessings 
 
 C.  Comparison can turn servants into competitors 
 
 
4.  The Character of the Master — Verses 13–15 
 
 A.  God is good 
 
 B.  God's grace is His to give 
 
 C.  We should celebrate grace wherever we see it 
 
 
5.  The Correction — Verse 16 
 
Prayer 



 
1. Pray for their hearts to be softened. 

Pray that God would remove hardness, pride, and spiritual blindness so they will be receptive 
to the Gospel. 
Ezekiel 36:26 — “A new heart also will I give you…”  
 

2. Pray that they will recognize their need for Christ. 
Ask God to help them understand the seriousness of sin and their need for a Savior. 
Romans 3:23 — “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”  

 
3. Pray for conviction by the Holy Spirit. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will convict them concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment. 
John 16:8 — “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin…”  

 
4. Pray that God will place faithful witnesses in their lives. 

Ask God to give them opportunities to hear the Gospel clearly through Christians who will 
lovingly share Christ with them. 
Romans 10:14 — “And how shall they hear without a preacher?”  

 
5. Pray that they will respond to Christ in faith. 

Pray that they will turn from their sin, trust Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and experience the 
transforming power of salvation. 
Romans 10:9 — “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  

 


